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Go

Season 1
Episode Number: 1
Season Episode: 1

Originally aired: Friday September 4, 2020
Writer: Andrew Hinderaker
Director: Edward Zwick
Show Stars: Hilary Swank (Emma Green), Josh Charles (Matt Logan), Vivian Wu

(Dr. Lu Wang), Mark Ivanir (Misha Popov), Ato Essandoh (Dr. Kwesi
Weisberg-Abban), Ray Panthaki (Dr. Ram Arya), Talitha Eliana Bate-
man (Alexis Logan)

Guest Stars: Monique Gabriela Curnen (Melissa Ramirez), Michael Patrick Thorn-
ton (Dr. Fred Putney), Nadia Hatta (Mei Chen), Martin Cummins (Jack
Willmore), Gabrielle Rose (Darlene Cole), Brian Markinson (George
Lane), Fiona Fu (CNSA Head / Li Jun), Alessandro Juliani (Dr.
Lawrence Madigan), Rachel Maddow (Rachel Maddow), Michael Mas-
simino (Self), Jessica Garcie (NASA Assistant), Requell Jodeah (BBC
Reporter), Uri Burstyn (Russian Reporter), Bowen Zhang (Chinese Re-
porter), Anoop Randhawa (Another Reporter), Sharmaine Yeoh (Chi-
nese Translator), Sasha Piltsin (GNC Operator), Quynh Mi (SATCOM
Operator), Kris McRonney (INCO Operator), Carly Buhler (THOR Op-
erator), Aidan Wang (SURGEON Operator), Heather Decksheimer (Op-
erator), Ian Hawes (ESA Engineer), Nicholas Dohy (NASA Engineer)

Summary: As the mission launches, Emma finds her mettle as commander tested
by an onboard accident, a divided crew and a family emergency back
on Earth.

In the opening moments we meet Emma
Green during a debriefing on the moon’s
lunar base. She’s uncomfortable recap-
ping a crisis moment to Dr. Putney that
occurred earlier. For now, we only see
it through dramatic moments intercut
into the scene. Her superior wants to
know how she’s feeling, but Emma would
rather prepare for the launch to Mars.

Two weeks earlier, Emma and her
husband, Matt, attend their daughter
Lex’s soccer game. Instead of taking the
shot, she passes her goal-making oppor-

tunity to a teammate, who misses.
Matt and Emma encourage Lex to take the shot next time as they make their way to a press

conference ahead of Emma’s big mission. It’s an option for the press, and viewers, to meet the
Atlas crew.

Aside from Emma, the team is composed of representatives from multiple nations across the
globe. Dr. Kwesi Weisberg-Abban is the only team member to have zero space experience, but he
is a leading botanist looking forward to growing life on Mars.

Misha Poponov is a Russian cosmonaut, the most experienced of the crew.
Next to him is Lu Wang, one of the world’s finest chemists and a woman of little worlds.

Finally, from India comes accomplished pilot, Ram Arya.
Asked about the families they’ll be leaving behind when they embark on this three-year mis-

sion, Emma reveals her husband is also a trained astronaut. Unspecified health reasons have
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forced him to retire, but he will serve as the mission’s chief engineer from Mission Control on
Earth.

Back at home, Emma, Lex, and Matt enjoy a family dinner on the patio beneath fairy lights.
Lex brings up a question asked by one of the journalists. Is it true there is a 50-50 chance she
won’t survive the trip? Matt tries to reassure Lex that will not happen, but Emma is more honest
about the risks involved with space travel.

She visits Lex in her bedroom later, gifting her a sterling silver bracelet with three charms, for
the earth, the moon, and Mars. Emma tells her the string woven between them represents her
making her way back to Lex.

Then she shares a moment with her husband as he plays the piano. Matt confesses that each
day she launches is the worst day of his life because, for a moment, he has to wait and see if her
shuttle will fail to launch, blowing her to pieces. It’s why he wanted to hide the reality from their
daughter. Still, he believes Emma is a hero, and he would have gone in a heartbeat if the doctors
would have let him.
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Negative Return

Season 1
Episode Number: 2
Season Episode: 2

Originally aired: Friday September 04, 2020
Writer: Jessica Goldberg
Director: Jeffrey Reiner
Show Stars: Hilary Swank (Emma Green), Josh Charles (Matt Logan), Vivian Wu

(Dr. Lu Wang), Mark Ivanir (Misha Popov), Ato Essandoh (Dr. Kwesi
Weisberg-Abban), Ray Panthaki (Dr. Ram Arya), Talitha Eliana Bate-
man (Alexis Logan)

Guest Stars: Monique Gabriela Curnen (Melissa Ramirez), Nadia Hatta (Mei Chen),
Felicia Patti (Cassie Ramirez), Gabrielle Rose (Darlene Cole), Brian
Markinson (George Lane), Alessandro Juliani (Dr. Lawrence Madigan),
Jay Zhang (Zhang Yong), Derrick Su (Zhang Lei), Bruce Dawson (Hutch
Fulton), Olena Medwid (Natalya Popov), Dominika Pavlova (Young Na-
talya), Fiona Fu (CNSA Head Li Jun), Veena Sood (IRSO Head Meera
Patel), Anthony F. Ingram (ESA Head Ted Salter), Bonnie Hay (Nurse),
Jessica Garcie (NASA Assistant), Sonia Sunger (Newscaster), Anastas-
sia Krainik (Anna Popov)

Summary: When a ship malfunction threatens the voyage before it’s barely begun,
Emma works with a wary Misha on a high-risk repair operation.

The episode begins with the Atlas crew
adjusting to their mission to Mars. They
video chat with people from around the
world and we meet Lu’s husband and
son.

On Earth, Lex wakes up at Melissa’s
house after spending the night with them
while her father remains in the hospital.
We meet Melissa’s daughter, Cassie (Feli-
cia Patti) who Lex used to play with as a
kid. Lex is eager to get to the hospital to
see her dad.

Matt’s nurse checks on him, he can’t
seem to feel anything below his waist, but she doesn’t give him any answers, only says his doctor
will be in soon to go over his neuro vitals.

Back in space, Emma begins deploying the various pods and devices to get the ship settled
for the long journey to Mars while George and Darlene watch from Earth. The gear includes solar
panels, sleeping pods, and other technical details. Gravity is restored to the crew quarters.

Everything seems to be going according to plan until they get a mechanical malfunctioning
error regarding solar panel Zvezda, which is not fully deployed. All they can do for now is wait
for Gound to issue instructions, but Misha is confident they need to go outside and fix the issue
themselves.

Emma calls Matt, likely to discuss the mechanical issues, but she happens to patch in just as
Dr. Madigan arrives to go over the vitals. Matt could have mobility issues because the stroke tem-
porarily cut off the blood supply to the part of his brain that controls his lower half, particularly
his lower left side. He’ll need to prepare for months of occupational and physical therapy.

Regarding the solar panel, Emma and Misha compose a plan alongside Ground to fix it.
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A surly Misha continues to act dismissively toward Emma and her position as commander,
even as they make their official plan. Ram demands that Misha try and be more respectful toward
Emma. Misha snaps at Ram, saying that he has no idea what he has had to sacrifice to be there.

In a brief flashback, we see Misha with his wife and daughter, Natalya. He constructs a puppet
and Natalya is ecstatic over his creation. We briefly saw Misha with a few puppets in the first
episode, too.

Ram patches Lu into a call from Mei Chen (Nadia Hatta) at Ground. She says China’s directors
need to speak with her. In reality, Mei wants to check in on Lu. Based on their brief conversation,
the two might have feelings for one another. Someone at Ground keeps a watchful eye over Mei,
which is interesting.

Misha, too, makes a call before the EVA. He contacts his now-estranged daughter, Natalya
(Olena Medwid), who is now all grown up with children of her own. Misha wants forgiveness for
something before he makes the spacewalk, I assume in case he dies. Natalya brusquely forgives
him, although, by her tone, you can tell she doesn’t mean it.

Continuing the theme of every one contacting their loved ones, Emma reaches out to Matt. He
reminds her that in space, all that matters is her and Misha. They need to trust each other and
their instincts, no one else. They’ll know what’s right.

"Tell me you love me when you get back inside."
She makes one final call to Lex, who has returned home for the first time since she had to call

911 for her dad, even though she lies to her mom and says she’s at her friend Annie’s.
Before Misha and Emma make the spacewalk, they must go through the decommission cham-

ber. Inside, Emma reminds him that all they have out there is each other. Even though Misha
doesn’t trust her, he’s going to have to learn how for this to work.

As they slowly make their way down the length of the shuttle tethered together, the entire
world, including Matt and Lex, watch with bated breath. But before they can reach the panel,
they’re told to pause as Lu notices there is an electrical hazard ahead.

To get to where they need to go, Emma asks Misha what his plan is, whatever it might be,
she’ll follow it. She knows this is his area of expertise and they don’t have time to wait for Ground.
Misha volunteers to form part of a long tether and throw himself to the panel. Emma says no,
she’ll go.

She makes it to the joint and notices one of the cables got stuck on the back of the panel’s
hinge. To fix it, she’ll have to move to the opposite side of Zvezda and the only way to do that is to
untether herself so she can get the leverage to float to the edge and flip around. It’s extraordinarily
risky, but they don’t really have a choice.

It’s a nailbiting moment as Emma let’s go and floats to the edge. Thankfully, she makes it and
manages to fix the hinge. To get back to where she needs to go, Emma is forced to put her entire
trust in Misha as he reaches for her hand and tells her to untether her suit so he can pull her
back. For a moment, Misha is the only thing anchoring Emma to the panel and preventing her
from floating off into the abyss.

As the retreat back to safety, Emma issues the order for Ram to launch the panel, and they
watch as Zvezda finally makes a successful deployment.

In the airlock, Emma asks Misha what he said in Russian before they initially headed out. He
says he asked his wife’s spirit to watch over them. Then he warns Emma she might eventually
have to give up her family for this job. He speaks from experience.

Another flashback shows his wife’s funeral. Misha was unable to return home before she died.
He begs his daughter’s forgiveness and she makes him promise never to leave again. Obviously,
he breaks his promise, which might be why he yet again asked Natalya’s forgiveness earlier in
the episode.

As Episode 2 comes to a close, the crew make a toast to Emma and Misha for their success.
But Ram isn’t pleased. For one, he doesn’t understand why Misha seems to think he’s the only
person who has made sacrifices to get there. As for Emma, he’s upset that he vouched for her to
Darlene and then she went and did something so reckless.

"We need you alive."
In the final moments, Emma tucks herself into bed and imagines that Matt is there, too,

spooning her and keeping her safe while "Into the Mystic" by Van Morrison plays in the back-
ground.
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Half the Sky

Season 1
Episode Number: 3
Season Episode: 3

Originally aired: Friday September 04, 2020
Writer: Andrew Hinderaker
Director: Jeffrey Reiner
Show Stars: Hilary Swank (Emma Green), Josh Charles (Matt Logan), Vivian Wu

(Dr. Lu Wang), Mark Ivanir (Misha Popov), Ato Essandoh (Dr. Kwesi
Weisberg-Abban), Ray Panthaki (Dr. Ram Arya), Talitha Eliana Bate-
man (Alexis Logan)

Guest Stars: Monique Gabriela Curnen (Melissa Ramirez), Nadia Hatta (Mei Chen),
Felicia Patti (Cassie Ramirez), Adam Irigoyen (Isaac Rodriguez), Martin
Cummins (Jack Willmore), Alessandro Juliani (Dr. Lawrence Madigan),
Jay Zhang (Zhang Yong), Derrick Su (Zhang Lei), Fiona Fu (CNSA Head
Li Jun), Donald Sales (Jerry), Rhys Fleming (Annie), Rocky Anderson
(Texan)

Summary: A staff change at Mission Control upsets the usually unflappable Lu,
and the fallout undermines Emma’s command. Matt encourages Lex
to return to school.

The episode predominantly focuses on
the love story between Lu and CAPCOM
Mei. As mentioned in my previous recap,
one of the Chinese directors appeared to
notice the communications between Mei
and Lu. She finds a note in Mei’s desk
and recognizes the calligraphy as Lu’s.

Realizing the relationship between the
two women is more than platonic, she
takes measures to reassign Mei to a new
job, cutting off her only avenue of con-
tact with Lu. Homophobia is still rampant
in the world, particularly in China. And

since Lu will be the first person to step foot on Mars, she has been hailed a hero there.
The Chinese directors at NASA are putting immense pressure on her to remain perfect. It’s

not unlike the pressure her husband is putting on her son — who is scolded for earning a 98
instead of a 100 on a math exam.

Lu surprises them both when she encourages him to draw more comics simply because it
makes him happy. Some part of her wants her son to feel the way she does when she’s with Mei.

Jack Willmore is called to replace Mei as the Atlas CAPCOM.
When Emma learns Mei has been reassigned, she informs her team. Lu is obviously shaken

by the news, although no one on the Atlas crew understands why until later. During a poker
game between Misha, Ram, Kwesi, and Jack (via video chat), Jack lets it slip that Lu and Mei
were rumored to have had an intimate relationship.

Ram is utterly disrespectful in his response, while Misha and Kwesi think it’s inappropriate
to discuss.

Later, Lu tries to convince Misha to help her hack the comms to open a private line to Mei. He
tells her he won’t help her cheat on her husband and rather cruelly lets her know that everyone
aboard the Atlas is aware. Lu immediately assumes Emma is responsible for outing her and
scolds her in front of the crew.
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Once Emma learns what happened, she confronts Jack, coolly reprimanding him for both
outing Lu and undermining her authority by sowing discord through the crew. Jack later tries
to make amends for his mistake by finding a way to create a private channel for Lu and Mei to
chat.

Emma and Lu seem to make an improvement in their relationship as Emma consoles Lu after
the truth spreads and gives an hour to say goodbye to Mei, as they will be unable to communicate
again until the trip is over.

Throughout the episode, we get to see how Mei and Lu’s relationship formed. It started two
years before when Mei started helping Lu practice her English. She would take her to a karaoke
bar to sing and it slowly made Lu more confident and fluent in the language. In turn, Lu started
teaching Mei calligraphy.

Regardless of what people believe, Mei and Lu never even so much as kissed. They were
undeniably in love with one another, but Mei refused to disrespect the vows she made with her
husband, despite admitting they had no love or passion between them.

During their final phone call, Mei and Lu wish each other tearful farewells and Mei promises
to wait for Lu past the mission, past the parades and glory that will follow, and even until Lu’s
son grows up.

The ring Mei keeps with her is a cherished keepsake with an inscription that reads, "women
hold up half the sky," a saying Mei said to Lu to grant her strength before gifting her the jewelry.
By the episode’s end, Lu has stopped hiding it and put it on a chain around her neck.

On Earth, Matt tries to encourage Lex to go back to school and return to her normal life, but
she’s having a hard time leaving him behind at the hospital. Emma realizes Lex is trying to be
her in her absence. She’s attending all of her dad’s doctor’s appointments, befriending everyone
at the hospital, keeping track of his medications, etc. They worry it’s too much stress for her as
a teenager.

Eventually, Matt tells Lex she has to stop postponing school and she returns alongside Cassie.
Her friend Annie immediately greets her and all of her school friends are nice to Lex and wel-
coming of Cassie. But it’s hard for Lex to focus on the daily drama between their friends as she
remains distracted worrying about her dad.

Lex later admits to Matt that she’s afraid when she’s gone something bad will happen to him.
He comforts her, saying what will happen to him will happen regardless of whether or not she’s
there. It gives him the strength to see Lex being brave and going to school. He wants her to be
happy and have her own life, that’s vital to him.

Speaking of Matt’s recovery, while Dr. Madigan believes he will likely make a full recovery in
his upper body, or close to it at least, the doctor has doubts that Matt will ever walk again. When
he told Matt his recovery would last a few months, he meant he would only need to stay in the
hospital for a few months. His actual, overall recovery will take years and he might not ever be
back to the way he once was.

The moment he tells Emma this, she goes into fix=it mode, calling that diagnosis premature
and promising to contact the doctor.

But Matt tells Emma he doesn’t need her to fix this right now. All he needs is his wife to be
there for him. Will he walk again? It’s too early to tell right now, but obviously the possibility is
going to push him even harder during recovery.
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Excellent Chariots

Season 1
Episode Number: 4
Season Episode: 4

Originally aired: Friday September 04, 2020
Writer: Ellen Fairey
Director: Bronwen Hughes
Show Stars: Hilary Swank (Emma Green), Josh Charles (Matt Logan), Vivian Wu

(Dr. Lu Wang), Mark Ivanir (Misha Popov), Ato Essandoh (Dr. Kwesi
Weisberg-Abban), Ray Panthaki (Dr. Ram Arya), Talitha Eliana Bate-
man (Alexis Logan)

Guest Stars: Michael Patrick Thornton (Dr. Putney), Adam Irigoyen (Isaac Ro-
driguez), Felicia Patti (Cassie), Jamie Nieto (Travis Parker), Krish Mar-
wah (Young Ram), Martin Cummins (Jack Willmore), Gabrielle Rose
(Darlene Cole), Brian Markinson (George Lane), Bernie Yao (Gordon),
Donald Sales (Jerry), Anantjot S Aneja (Rohit), James Sanders (Walt),
Alex Vishniakoff (Roscosmos Head / Sergei Sokolov), Veena Sood
(Meera), Fiona Fu (CNSA Head / Li Jun), Sharmaine Yeoh (Chinese
Translator), Kam Sidhu (Ram’s Mother), Gary Sanghera (Doctor), Ava
Julien (Teacher), Joselyn Picard (Isaac’s Sister)

Summary: Emma puts herself in harm’s way when Ram unwittingly endangers
the lives of everyone on the Atlas. Matt must make a wrenching deci-
sion about his future.

The episode opens with a manic Ram
makes his way through the ship looking
for something as his eyes go wide, and
he inches closer and closer to the airlock
while speaking to people that aren’t there.

He’s in the midst of a hallucinogenic
spiral of some sort, triggered by his high
fever. When he breaches the door close
to the airlock, an alarm goes off, and the
crew rushes to his side. Ram has with
mono, which is incredibly contagious.

The entire crew begins a course of an-
tivirals, and each one dons preventative

gear, including masks and gloves.
Emma is the one who decides she will risk infection by administering Ram’s antivirals and

taking care of him. She feels it is her duty as the commander. Despite her insistence, Ram tries
to make her promise him she’ll shoot him out of the airlock if he doesn’t recover. He’s terrified of
getting someone else on the crew sick. He fears someone dying because they get infected by him.

At one point, Ram panics in his half-sleep-half-wake daze and falls out of bed, seriously
wounding himself. A deep cut in his back causes him to bleed heavily. Again, Emma steps up
to take care of him and stitch the wound. She orders the rest to stay behind. But none of them
listen to her. Ultimately, all of them enter the room to help Ram. It’s a mark of how far this crew
has come on this journey.

Even Misha — who was most against getting close to Ram — comes in at the last second to
staple his wound shut, much to everyone’s chagrin. Poor Ram. But hey, it does make the injury
stop bleeding.

Through flashbacks and a discussion with Emma, we learn Ram’s fears stem from an incident
that happened when he was a child. He became deathly ill, and his brother Rohit refused to leave
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his side. Tragically, Rohit caught Ram’s illness and did not recover. According to him, everything
changed between him and his family after Ram died.

That’s why he and his remaining family members are so estranged. They even told Ground
that the only conditions they would want to hear about Ram’s status in space are his death.

At the end of the episode, Ram tells Emma that all of this, coupled with his brother’s story,
has made him realize if he can find a woman who stands by him as Rohit and Emma did, he will
never let her go.

Lex starts acting like a typical television teenager. She lashes out at Dr. Putney — who is both
her and her mother’s therapist — after she discovers her mom told him she recently got a C on
a science exam. It’s not like Lex to get anything less than an A, and Emma grows concerned
she might be struggling with everything going on between Emma being in space and Matt still in
recovery.

During a phone call with Emma at school, she even accuses her mother of caring about
nothing but school. Before they can have much of a conversation, the signal dies out. A boy
named Isaac Rodriguez overhears the convo and tells Lex where she can find a better signal
in the future. He has some experience with long-distance phone calls as his father was in the
military and frequently went overseas.

Obviously crushing on Isaac, Lex and Cassie google him later to learn more. Lex discovers
his father died overseas. Instead of attending her rescheduled science exam, she blows it off and
finds Isaac in the parking lot. He’s busy loading a dirt bike into the back of his pickup truck.

I’m guessing that Lexi feels a bond to Isaac after learning he lost his dad. He has likely dealt
with some of the things she’s going through right now. She asks him if she can tag along to
wherever he’s headed. The two spend a normal, fun afternoon riding dirt bikes together.

Matt is inching closer and closer to a hospital checkout date and is eager to return home with
Lex. He meets some fellow patients during group therapy and even confesses to having his first
erection since all of this happened. While he’s still working on regaining full use of his left hand
and walking again, if Matt passes his upcoming tests, he can go home, although he will continue
physical therapy for years to come during outpatient sessions.

Everything is ready to go when Matt has a one-on-one conversation with a fellow patient
named Travis Parker who wound up bucked off a bronco and received long-lasting damage be-
cause of it. Travis advises Matt to fail one of his tests so they can see he’s improving, but not
enough to go home. Matt is in one of the world’s best rehab centers. Why give that up so soon
when he hasn’t reached his ideal recovery spot?

Travis warns that when he leaves, he’ll be getting less PT, only an hour a day or so — he’s
heading toward "plateau city." The way he sees it, they’re part of a system, so they need to learn
how to work it to their advantage. Of course, they’re ready for Matt to go home; it costs thousands
of dollars to keep every patient there a day longer than necessary.

He even demonstrates the progress he’s made with his hand, adding it would not have hap-
pened had he left. Matt seriously considers taking Travis’s advice. Even Emma encourages him
if he thinks it’s the right thing to do. His only concern his Lex.

When he tells her his plan, she tries to seem supportive, but then she blows off her science
exam right before Matt is due to take his own tests. It serves as a sign to him that his daughter
needs him more, and he passes his tests with flying colors. He’s going home early, after all.
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Space Dogs

Season 1
Episode Number: 5
Season Episode: 5

Originally aired: Friday September 04, 2020
Writer: Jason Katims
Director: Bronwen Hughes
Show Stars: Hilary Swank (Emma Green), Josh Charles (Matt Logan), Vivian Wu

(Dr. Lu Wang), Mark Ivanir (Misha Popov), Ato Essandoh (Dr. Kwesi
Weisberg-Abban), Ray Panthaki (Dr. Ram Arya), Talitha Eliana Bate-
man (Alexis Logan)

Guest Stars: Monique Gabriela Curnen (Melissa Ramirez), Adam Irigoyen (Isaac Ro-
driguez), Felicia Patti (Cassie), Joselyn Picard (Isaac’s Sister), Donald
Sales (Jerry), Romy Sanchez (Isaac’s Brother), Derrick Su (Zhang Lei),
Michael Patrick Thornton (Dr. Putney)

Summary: As Christmas approaches, the crew prepares to make their final calls
home before communication grows spotty. Matt and Lex adjust to their
new normal.

Christmas is approaching and the Atlas
crew must prepare to say their goodbyes
to loved ones as their continued distance
from Earth means the signal will grow in-
creasingly spotty. For the next two years,
their primary communication with their
home will only be via text and email.

It’s also time for each member to re-
ceive a medical exam from Ram to ensure
they’re still in good health. Poor Kwesi is
a bubble of anxiety and other moderate
ailments, each attributed to his first ad-
justment to space. Perhaps the most con-

cerning of all, however, is his foot. A sizable chunk of his heel falls off while he’s draping tinsel
around the shuttle.

Ram assures him some atrophy is normal. He’s not overly concerned with anything concern-
ing Kwesi’s health, not the same way he fears for Misha. Given his frequent space flier miles,
Misha has begun experiencing a severe case of space blindness. Emma gives him a direct order
to complete his exam because he doesn’t want to accept reality.

While no one has gone completely blind from it before, and their eyesight usually restores
upon returning to Earth, Ram warns Emma that no one has ever traveled as far or for as long as
they have.

Misha is more concerned with perfecting a puppet show to perform for his grandchildren
during their final video chat. He even gets Kwesi to act as his co-star. When the time comes,
the puppet show is a touching and beautiful send-off for his kids and a veiled message to his
daughter Natalya. The story about a dog who is meant for space all along feels very similar to
Misha’s.

After, he gets emotional while talking to his daughter, finally apologizing for sending her away
to live with her aunt and uncle as a girl while he left to be a cosmonaut. He says he struggled with
suicidal thoughts after his wife died and didn’t feel competent enough to care for his daughter.
As we watch Misha beg for her forgiveness, it’s hard not to cry, especially when Natalya tells him
she doesn’t know how to forgive him.
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It’s even worse when you remember that this could be the last time they speak if Misha
doesn’t make it back to Earth. That’s something they all have to grapple with as they say their
goodbyes, especially Emma. Saying her farewells to Matt and Lex is incredibly difficult for her.
She’s struggling to accept the years she’ll miss of Lex’s life.

When she gets back, she’ll be a senior in high school. Emma tries to give her advice about
everything she can think of, from boys to the adults she needs to trust and listen to. Lex finally
confesses to her mom that’s both sad and angry that being her mom wasn’t enough for her.

Emma says she’s happy that Lex could admit that and tells her she has a right to be upset.
When the signal drops, Emma retreats to her quarters to be alone for a while. Lu eventually
knocks to tell her that Misha is getting Kwesi drunk off his homemade vodka and feels embar-
rassed at having interrupted Emma at a vulnerable moment.

It winds up being a good thing, though, as Emma asks Lu’s advice on coping with the distance
from their families. Lu says she has to keep looking forward, to think about the fact they’ll be the
first people to step foot on Mars.

"You’re looking in the wrong direction, Emma."
The end of the episode is a sweet ending as the crew take syringe shots of Misha’s vodka and

celebrate Christmas in their unorthodox way. Kwesi even gives everyone a surprise Hannuakha
gift in the form of genuine greens! They’re delighted to have real food for a moment, even if it is
just a few leaves of spinach.

Matt returns home from the hospital, and both he and Lex have a difficult time adjusting to
their home with all its changes. Wheelchair ramps and a hospital bed have been added to make
the house more accessible for Matt. Regardless, he’s intent on making Christmas as normal as
possible, including decorations and their traditional smoked brisket.

Lex and Matt are tiptoeing around each other, both trying to be strong for the other. Matt tells
Lex it’s okay for her to be mad or sad; whatever she feels is valid. He doesn’t want her to bottle
things up inside, and Lex tells him the same thing. Matt needs to take his own advice, though.
We see Matt’s exterior crack on Christmas Eve when he can’t sleep and goes into the garage to
get decorations to finish the tree off the top shelf.

Inching out of his chair more and more as he tries to grapple the box with a golf club, he
fails to retrieve it and collapses to the ground. His mounting frustration results in him recklessly
beating the wall of shelves. The one good thing about him being in the garage in the middle of
the night is he hears Isaac’s truck pull up and drop Lex off.

He’s able to greet her by opening the garage door as she stands there looking guilty. Isaac
invited Lex to Midnight Mass, a tradition for his family. Over Christmas dinner the next day,
unable to stand the idea she might have ruined Christmas, Lex apologizes for sneaking out, just
before Emma calls.

Ultimately, Matt and Lex stop by Melissa and Cassie’s Christmas party with their leftover
brisket, and it looks like maybe, they might be taking a step in the right direction.
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A Little Faith

Season 1
Episode Number: 6
Season Episode: 6

Originally aired: Friday September 04, 2020
Writer: Janine Nabers
Director: David Boyd
Show Stars: Hilary Swank (Emma Green), Josh Charles (Matt Logan), Vivian Wu

(Dr. Lu Wang), Mark Ivanir (Misha Popov), Ato Essandoh (Dr. Kwesi
Weisberg-Abban), Ray Panthaki (Dr. Ram Arya), Talitha Eliana Bate-
man (Alexis Logan)

Guest Stars: Bex (Sisi), Adam Irigoyen (Isaac Rodriguez), Jamie Nieto (Travis
Parker), Felicia Patti (Cassie), Gabrielle Rose (Darlene Cole), Alona Tal
(Miriam)

Summary: Tempers flare on the Atlas over a water-system glitch and an act of
betrayal. As Matt works on the ship’s issue, he accidentally meets Lex’s
new friend.

The water system aboard the Atlas
causes the entire crew to work together
and find a fix quickly before the threat
grows dire. Misha is the best choice as an
engineer who knows the ins and outs of
the shuttle better than anyone else on the
team. But with his waning eyesight, there
is some fear of putting him in charge of
things.

Since he has been spending more time
in his pod, his eyesight as begun improv-
ing steadily, but Emma mandates he get
another eye test before they let him start

messing with the prime system. The plan is to replace its heart with parts from the backup
system to get things up and running smoothly again.

Misha pays his eye exam with flying colors, which immediately seemed suspicious to me, and
for a good reason. Half-way through his work on the system, Misha realizes the damage is more
severe than anticipated.

The "arteries" are also damaged; they must repair them. The problem is, Emma and Kwesi
notice something is off with Misha’s eyes when a single screw bypasses him, and he doesn’t see
it.

The problem with these machines is they are very delicate and full of thousands of tiny bolts
and screws. They cannot risk losing a single one. When Emma presses Misha to explain, he
admits that he memorized the eye exam chart by heart. It’s a serious betrayal of the team’s trust,
but Misha argues that he only did it because he knows how to fix it by heart. He claims he could
do it with his eyes closed.

Emma is not willing to risk that; she puts Ram, who is a surgeon, in charge of stripping the
prime to beef up the backup machine instead. Tempers flare between the team as they grow
frustrated. Kwesi is the one who eventually snaps and gives everyone some perspective. If they
want to fix it, they need to have faith in each other.

Through their combined efforts, they manage to get the backup machine running, but the
problem is, there is no 100% guarantee it can get them the rest of the way to Mars. The backup
is not producing as much as it should be — which was already significantly less than the prime.
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They will have to start going on emergency rations to make it work. Kwesi has to make the
most significant sacrifice. They cannot use any extra water to sustain the garden.

Each member finds themselves in the gardening room by the episode’s end. Understandably,
they find peace surrounded by the smell of growing plants. It’s a lingering comfort reminiscent
of Earth. According to Kwesi, the plants will likely die within a week without water, so they try to
enjoy their time with them while they can.

Kwesi’s parents died in Ghana. Orphaned as a child, he was adopted by a loving couple and
brought to Europe. It was his adopted father that got him interested in gardening, teaching him
everything it takes to nurture a bud to blood. It was also his adopted parents who taught him
about faith and religion, although they were never pushy or overbearing about it.

As a kid, Kwesi had doubts about God, wondering why his parents died if God existed. Over
time, he began to appreciate the Jewish faith and how it sculpted his perceptions and gave him
hope during difficult times.

Sadly, his father passed away when he was still relatively young. Gardening helps keep that
connection alive, especially as he had a difficult time adapting to England, and he tells Emma
that gardening with his dad felt them both feel at ease.

On Earth, Matt is determined to go back to work. Unfortunately, Darlene and George don’t
think it’s a good idea for him to return to his previous job as chief engineer for the Atlas. He’s
deemed too emotionally involved in the case.

Plus, god forbid something happens to him again, it could be damaging to Emma, who almost
gave up the mission when he had his stroke. Nothing will deter Matt from trying to help the team
solve the water system crisis, however.

His dedication to studying the schematics causes him to drives his car into a ditch while it’s
raining. Lex and Isaac, who just finished dirt biking (Lex is a natural), take a detour to pick up
Matt, so he doesn’t have to wait for the tow truck.

It’s a little awkward for him to meet Isaac like this, especially since Lex has never told her
dad about him, but it goes okay. When they get home, Matt launches into an interrogation to
learn more about the 17-year-old boy spending time with his daughter. He finds out that Isaac’s
father, who was an army medic, died when his humvee hit an IED.

After Matt goes inside, Lex apologizes for not telling her dad but worried he’d forbid her from
seeing Isaac due to his age. It would be easier to talk to her mom. Isaac asks if she misses her,
and Lex says yes, but that it must be more challenging for Isaac, whose father is unreachable.

"I still tell him things in my head, I’ve told him all about you," he tells Lex.
They share a kiss, and I’m guessing their first. Inside the Green house, Lex talks to her

dad about Isaac for the first time. He thinks he’s a friendly kid and tells Lex he wants her to feel
comfortable talking to him about this kind of stuff, about anything. All he asks is that she doesn’t
rush into anything and that she promises not to ride one of the dirt bikes in Isaac’s pickup.
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Goodnight Mars

Season 1
Episode Number: 7
Season Episode: 7

Originally aired: Friday September 04, 2020
Writer: Aditi Brennan Kapil
Director: David Boyd
Show Stars: Hilary Swank (Emma Green), Josh Charles (Matt Logan), Vivian Wu

(Dr. Lu Wang), Mark Ivanir (Misha Popov), Ato Essandoh (Dr. Kwesi
Weisberg-Abban), Ray Panthaki (Dr. Ram Arya), Talitha Eliana Bate-
man (Alexis Logan)

Guest Stars: Michael Benefield (Crew Assist), Lydia Campbell (Jane), Aliana Cerullo
(Young Emma Green), Monique Gabriela Curnen (Melissa Ramirez),
Bobby Hernandez (Instructor), Adam Irigoyen (Isaac Rodriguez), Daniel
Martin (Engineer #2), Felicia Patti (Cassie), Michael Patrick Thornton
(Dr. Putney)

Summary: Emma’s behavior becomes a cause for concern, Kwesi and Lu team
up on a plant mystery, and Lex makes an impulsive decision with far-
reaching consequences.

The episode begins with the flowers start-
ing to die in Kwesi’s garden. Curiously
though, one dandelion starts to sprout.
Together with Lu, Kwesi decides to start
a new experiment to get to the bottom of
what’s happening.

With water a constant issue and the
pressing loneliness creeping in, Emma
struggles to deal with the mental side of
this space mission. This spills over to ev-
eryone else too, including Ram who does
his best to calm the crew down.

He gives a psych evaluation for Misha
but both of them start coming to blows in the process. When Emma shows up, she asks them to
fix the comms. But the comms are obviously fine given they’ve all been emailing.

Back on Earth, Matt gets involved with his team trying to decipher the water problem and fix
it. Only, this is strictly off the books. While he does, Lex continues to go biking with Isaac. As
they grow closer together, Matt notices them driving and pays particular attention to the bike in
the boot.

When they talk later that evening, Lex promises not to go biking. However, she does mention
Emma’s erratic behaviour from her last email, paying specific attention to the way she signed off
as "Commander Green."

Hiding his concern, Matt recommends writing back to her Mother. Eventually she does just
that and opens up about how she feels about Isaac.

This gets Matt thinking and he begins messaging the ship, specifically Misha, asking to check
in on Emma. Misha suspects she’ll be okay but encourages Matt to keep in touch in the future.

Only, in the morning Misha has soon changed his tone. He’s starting to get a little worried
and he feeds this back to Matt. He speaks to Emma’s psychologist but he’s not giving anything
up either. Instead, he turns the attention back to Matt and tells him to look after his own —
namely Lex.
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No sooner has he said this then things take a turn for the worst. Lex is rushed to hospital
after a motorbike accident. When the crew onboard the ship find out, they try to deal with this
situation and work out how to break the news to Emma.

They don’t have to wait long though, as Emma shows up and the group immediately rally
around her. However, she retreats from them. As she does, Lu figures out the water situation
onboard. It turns out Emma has been using her own water supply to feed the plants.

When Ram learns of this, he speaks to Emma in her cabin and cares for her. Specifically he
tries to hydrate her again given she’s basically been killing herself.

After sleeping for an extended period of time, Emma awakens with newfound clarity and sends
an email back home. She apologises for her behaviour and promises to do better.
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Vital Signs

Season 1
Episode Number: 8
Season Episode: 8

Originally aired: Friday September 04, 2020
Writer: Chris Jones
Director: Charlotte Brändström
Show Stars: Hilary Swank (Emma Green), Josh Charles (Matt Logan), Vivian Wu

(Dr. Lu Wang), Mark Ivanir (Misha Popov), Ato Essandoh (Dr. Kwesi
Weisberg-Abban), Ray Panthaki (Dr. Ram Arya), Talitha Eliana Bate-
man (Alexis Logan)

Guest Stars: Lisa Chandler (NASA Engineer Emily), Vincent Cheng (Doctor),
Clem Cheung (Lu’s Father (Older)), Liza Cosier (Russian Transla-
tor), Monique Gabriela Curnen (Melissa Ramirez), Adam Irigoyen
(Isaac Rodriguez), Bethel Lee (Nasa Engineer #6), Jessie Liang (Lu’s
Mother (Young)), Brian Markinson (George Lane), Felicia Patti (Cassie),
Gabrielle Rose (Darlene Cole), Veena Sood (Meera Patel), Wade Sun
(Lu’s Father (Young)), Irene Tsu (Lu’s Mother (Older)), Sharmaine Yeoh
(Chinese Translator)

Summary: A problem with Atlas’ supply ship jeopardizes the mission and sparks
questions about Emma’s commitment to landing on Mars.

The episode begins in the past as Lu’s
Mother gives birth to a girl. Only, her
husband is not happy and decides to call
the child Lu. Our Lu, as it turns out,
whose currently on the spaceship.

The crew have 3 weeks until they land
on Mars and apparently another shut-
tle called Pegasus will arrive before them
and have some crucial water supplies for
them.

Back down on Earth, Lex and Matt
discuss Isaac and Matt’s accident. Matt’s
concerned and doesn’t want her to end

up like him. However, the bus arrives and cuts them off mid-chat.
Back in Mission Control the group present a public feed and brandish this launch as "7

minutes of terror." Back down on Earth that much is true as Freddie runs her mouth and
discusses all the possible problems that could arise. Thankfully, Matt keeps her quiet as they
watch anxiously to make sure the rocket lands.

Unfortunately Mission Control lose contact with Pegasus, leading them all to scramble and
work out exactly what to do next. Darlene meanwhile, decides to hold a secret meeting.

Back on the spaceship the true extent of the Pegasus problem is felt. If this shuttle has truly
blown up then a replacement will take months to reach then. Best case scenario? They have 10
weeks worth of water.

Instead Mission Control decide to use Atlas as a slingshot around Mars and propel into the
second Pegasus and dock in space. Without knowing for sure whether Pegasus has landed or
not, they decide to abandon stepping foot on Mars in favour of keeping the astronauts alive.

Back on the ship tensions are high as the crew continue to bicker over Emma’s decision to
abandon the mission. She berates Lu, telling her it was only once she mentioned wanting to go
home. (Actually twice, she also mentioned it on the Moon too but let’s nip that in the bud).
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Lu and Misha discuss Emma’s plan. Out of all the people rallying to Emma’s side, Misha
sticks up for her and mentions how Matt may not be the person making this decision about the
mission.

Just before they prepare to leave, Misha suddenly bursts in to see the rest of the crew. Lu
has come up with a plan. They’ll use the rover on Mars to hear the shock-waves and work out
whether Pegasus actually has landed or not. In order to do so, they’ll need a commander code.

That code is given to the captain (Emma) and the second in command (Ram). With Emma in
her cabin, they contemplate whether to undermine her authority. Just as they’re about to use
InSight (the old probe) Emma suddenly shows up and spots them about to conduct their mission.

Thankfully Lu manages to talk Emma around to seeing her way of thinking and turning the
seismometer on. As they do, they hear the thud of something hitting the atmosphere.

This faint glimmer of hope is enough for the crew to change their mind and land on Mars after
all. As they prepare to press forward with their plan, Away leaves things wide open.

18



Away Episode Guide

Spektr

Season 1
Episode Number: 9
Season Episode: 9

Originally aired: Friday September 04, 2020
Writer: Jessica Goldberg
Director: Charlotte Brändström
Show Stars: Hilary Swank (Emma Green), Josh Charles (Matt Logan), Vivian Wu

(Dr. Lu Wang), Mark Ivanir (Misha Popov), Ato Essandoh (Dr. Kwesi
Weisberg-Abban), Ray Panthaki (Dr. Ram Arya), Talitha Eliana Bate-
man (Alexis Logan)

Guest Stars: Lydia Campbell (Jane), Liza Cosier (Russian Translator), Monique
Gabriela Curnen (Melissa Ramirez), Adam Irigoyen (Isaac Rodriguez),
Krista Magnusson (NASA Engineer Krista Longhurst), Brian Markin-
son (George Lane), Felicia Patti (Cassie), Gabrielle Rose (Darlene Cole),
Veena Sood (Meera Patel), Sharmaine Yeoh (Chinese Translator)

Summary: Emotions run high as rapidly dwindling water rations on the Atlas
leave the crew and Mission Control scrambling to find a fix before time
runs out.

The episode begins with with the Mars
mission going forward as planned. The
crew are 2 weeks away from landing
on Mars. Only, unfortunately their wa-
ter supply is dire. They have less than 24
ounces and less than 72 hours to try and
figure out how to salvage what they’ve
got.

Down in Mission Command, Matt
takes control of the situation and ral-
lies the team to try and come up with
ideas. While he does, Lex and Isaac patch
up their differences too. Lex admits that

she’s been tested for CCM and should get her results back soon. As they walk and talk, the duo
end up in church together discussing their parents.

Back on the ship, the crew discuss what could happen if the walls are breached. On the back
of this (and a Russian ghost story about Spektr) the group collect up their treasured belongings
just incase things go wrong.

It’s a tense moment, as the group work together to lift a panel off the wall and measure
precisely the right point to drill. Unfortunately things go horribly wrong and they drill through to
space. As the air sucks out, the astronauts scramble out the crew quarters and close the airlock
behind them.

Down on Earth, Matt comes up with a plan to save the astronauts. This involves using the
water supply bags on the exterior of the ship. Feeding what he has planned back to the crew, he
leaves a special message for Emma and wishes them all luck.

Misha and Lu stay behind, writing out their last words on an email, while Ram and Emma
head out on a spacewalk. Together, they collect up the particles of water (which mysteriously
seem to be diverted straight at them) and head back inside.

As they sit in decompression, the duo realize they’ve just saved themselves from certain doom.
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Home

Season 1
Episode Number: 10
Season Episode: 10

Originally aired: Friday September 04, 2020
Writer: Andrew Hinderaker
Director: Jet Wilkinson
Show Stars: Hilary Swank (Emma Green), Josh Charles (Matt Logan), Vivian Wu

(Dr. Lu Wang), Mark Ivanir (Misha Popov), Ato Essandoh (Dr. Kwesi
Weisberg-Abban), Ray Panthaki (Dr. Ram Arya), Talitha Eliana Bate-
man (Alexis Logan)

Guest Stars: Monique Gabriela Curnen (Melissa Ramirez), Michael Patrick Thorn-
ton (Dr. Fred Putney), Adam Irigoyen (Isaac Rodriguez), Felicia Patti
(Cassie Ramirez), Jamie Nieto (Travis Parker), Martin Cummins (Jack
Willmore), Gabrielle Rose (Darlene Cole), Jay Zhang (Zhang Yong), Der-
rick Su (Zhang Lei), Olena Medwid (Natalya Popov), Marion Eisman
(Miriam Weisberg), Shevon Nieto (Veronica), Fiona Fu (CNSA Head Li
Jun), Grace Wang (CNSA Assistant), Jessica Garcie (NASA Assistant),
Brian Markinson (George Lane), Diana Bang (Freddie), John Mur-
phy (Ryan Masters), Lydia Campbell (Jane), Adam Pateman (Adam),
Ryan Mah (Dave), Veena Sood (IRSO Head Meera Patel), Anthony F.
Ingram (ESA Head Ted Salter), Alex Vishniakoff (Roscosmos Sergei
Sokolov), Lisa Chandler (Engineer #4), Krista Magnusson (Engineer
#5), Bethel Lee (Engineer #6), Emma Sukhomenyuk (Misha’s Grand-
child #1), David Pavlov (Misha’s Grandchild #2), Maxim Aleksandrov
(Misha’s Grandchild #3)

Summary: With only hours to go before Atlas’ planned touchdown on Mars,
Emma is confronted with everything that could go wrong, while Lu
receives new orders.

The episode sees our astronauts prepar-
ing themselves for Mars.

Back down on Earth, Lex invites Isaac
over for the night. As night turns to day,
Lex scrambles to get dressed and tells
Isaac she needs to leave.

As he slips out, Lex heads back home
and greets her Father whose made yet
another massive breakfast for her. Un-
fortunately neither are able to leave out
the front as they find reporters swarming
around the house.

Together, they decide to make a grand
escape and leave. Thanks to Melissa picking them up, the do head out and go horse-riding
instead. It’s a solid plan too, and enough to ease their minds from the madness about to consume
the Mars flight.

As Matt and Melissa sit together, the latter admits that Lex didn’t stay the night at hers. This
bubbles over into tensions between them all as Melissa almost admits that she has feelings for
him.

It’s been obvious for a while but she’s not able to pull the trigger and admit the truth. Thank-
fully, a phone call distracts them.
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Back on the ship, Emma berates Ram for his feelings toward her and defiantly admits that
whatever he feels she does not. This uneasiness spills over to the rest of the ship as Kwesi tells
them they need to pull themselves together.

With the world watching and a live-stream playing in real-time, Emma receives some good
news. Lex does not have CCM.

Back in Mission Control, the families of the astronauts arrive ready for the launch. It’s a big
day for everyone and following the test results, Lex and Melissa talk about Isaac.

As they do, she admits that she’s in love with him. Matt overhears this and after a thin sliver
of silence, tells her to bring Isaac in.

The crew on the ship finally patch up their differences and prepare for their descend onto
Mars. As the families watch on, the astronauts give their impassioned speeches to Mission Com-
mand. Not long after, the astronauts break the atmosphere and prepare to land on Mars.

As everyone holds their breath, the crew make it on Mars and touchdown on the red planet.
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