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Pilot

Season 1
Episode Number: 1
Season Episode: 1

( \
Originally aired: = Monday September 24, 2007
Writer: Chuck Lorre, Bill Prady
Director: James Burrows (II)
Show Stars: Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Simon Hel-

berg (Howard Wolowitz), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Guest Stars: Vernee Watson-Johnson (Althea), Brian Patrick Wade (Kurt)
Production Code: 276023
Sumimary: Brilliant physicist roommates Leonard and Sheldon meet their new

neighbor Penny, who begins showing them that as much as they know
about science, they know little about actual living.

Twenty-somethings Leonard Hofstadter
and Sheldon Cooper are friends, room-
mates and physics geniuses working
at Cal Tech. As such, they are self-
professed geeks. Their social companions
are Howard Wolowitz and Raj Koothrap-
pali (who does not speak to women),
fellow geniuses at Cal Tech. Originally
from Omaha, Nebraska, beautiful Penny,
a waitress at the Cheesecake Factory
and an aspiring screenwriter and actress,
moves in next door to them in their apart-
ment building. On their initial social in-
teraction - an impromptu lunch in the
guys’ apartment - the guys learn that
Penny has a different mentality than them. This difference however does not stop Leonard from
being attracted to her. They also learn that Penny is heartbroken from the end of a four year rela-
tionship. Just because she asked, Leonard agrees to pick up her television from her ex-boyfriend,
with who she is having a dispute about the ownership of said television.
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The Big Bran Hypothesis

Season 1

Episode Number: 2
Season Episode: 2

Originally aired: = Monday October 1, 2007

Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter)
Production Code: 3T6601

Writer: Chuck Lorre, Bill Prady, Robert Cohen, David Goetsch
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Jim Par-

sons (Sheldon Cooper), Kunal Nayyar (Rajesh Koothrappali), Johnny

Summary: Leonard volunteers to sign for a package in an attempt to make a
good impression on Penny, but when he enlists Sheldon for help, his
attempt at chivalry goes terribly awry.

Penny asks a favor of Leonard and Shel-
don: to let the furniture delivery men into
her apartment when they make the de-
livery of her recent purchase. She gives
them a key to her apartment for this task.
Leonard and Sheldon regret agreeing to
do so when first the delivery men will
not carry the delivery up the four flights
of stairs, and second when they see the
pigsty that is Penny’s apartment, which
just does not sit right with Sheldon’s or-
derly attitude. Penny also ends up regret-
ting asking them when Sheldon uses the
key to sneak into her apartment at night
when she is sleeping to tidy up, a task in

which Leonard participates. Can Penny ever forgive them for violating her personal space, re-

gardless of how immaculate the apartment looks?
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The Fuzzy Boots Corollary

Season 1
Episode Number: 3
Season Episode: 3

Originally aired:
Writer:

Director:

Show Stars:

Recurring Role:
Guest Stars:

Summary:

Production Code:

Monday October 8, 2007

Chuck Lorre, Steven Molaro, Bill Prady

Mark Cendrowski

Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper), Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Johnny Galecki
(Leonard Hofstadter), Kunal Nayyar (Rajesh Koothrappali), Simon Hel-
berg (Howard Wolowitz)

Sara Gilbert (Leslie Winkle)

Allen Nabors (Doug), Treisa Gary (Waitress), Sherry Weston (Instruc-
tor)

3T6602

Leonard gets upset when he discovers that Penny is seeing a new guy,
so he tries to trick her into going on a date with him.

Leonard’s heart break when he see’s
Penny kissing a guy outside her apart-
ment leads to him asking out Leslie Win-
kle, but when the spark goes out af-
ter a kiss to see if there is something
there. Leonard resorts to depressing mu-
sic, moping around and an obsession
with wanting to buy a cat. Howard sug-
gests a place that he could get a girl, but
kind of backfires when they are actually
at a dance class, with only women in their
40’s.

When Leonard comes home with play
toys for a cat, Sheldon helps him realise
that he was never really rejected by Penny

considering he hadn’t even asked her out ever. And just like that, without any thought Leonard
goes and asks her out on a date. Although Penny thinks it is just a group hang, until they arrive
back at the apartments when Penny asks Leonard if it was supposed to be a date.
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The Luminous Fish Effect

Season 1
Episode Number: 4
Season Episode: 4

( \
Originally aired: = Monday October 15, 2007
Writer: Chuck Lorre, Bill Prady, David Litt, Lee Aronsohn (1)
Director: Bob Koherr
Show Stars: Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Jim Par-

sons (Sheldon Cooper), Kunal Nayyar (Rajesh Koothrappali), Johnny
Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter)

Guest Stars: Mark Harelik (Dr. Eric Gablehauser), Sierra Edwards (Summer), Laurie
Metcalf (Mary Cooper)

Production Code: 3T6603

Summary: Sheldon’s getting fired forces him to explore what life has to offer out-
side physics, leaving Leonard to take drastic action to snap his friend
out of his funk.

Sheldon isn’t looking forward to the fac-
ulty mixer where he will meet his new
boss, Dr. Eric Gablehauser, who Shel-
don doesn’t respect. Due to an inappro-
priate comment to Gablehauser, Sheldon
promptly gets fired. Sheldon has no in-
terest in getting his job back. With his
new found free time, Sheldon works on a
series of rather meaningless experiments
at home, which drive Leonard and Penny
crazy. Feeling at the end of his rope in
dealing with a crazed Sheldon, Leonard
calls in the one person who he thinks
can get Sheldon out of his funk: his
mother. Mary Cooper, a religious south-
erner, deals with her son in her own special way, which may have a side benefit to herself.
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The Hamburger Postulate

Season 1
Episode Number: 5
Season Episode: 5

Originally aired:
Writer:

Director:

Show Stars:

Guest Stars:
Production Code:
Summary:

Monday October 22, 2007

Jennifer Glickman, Steven Molaro, David Goetsch

Andrew D. Weyman

Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),
Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Sara Gilbert (Leslie Winkle)

3T6604

Fearing he’s wasting his time on Penny, Leonard ends up making a
connection with Leslie. Meanwhile, Sheldon frets over a change to his
hamburger routine.

When Leslie Winkle asks Leonard to join
the faculty string quartet, he has no idea
that it is a pretense for them to get to-
gether for other more personal endeavors,
especially as their first and only experi-
ence in dating each other went nowhere.
Leonard’s not sure how to reconcile his
feelings for immediate sex with Leslie ver-
sus his want to date Penny, especially
if Penny finds out that he is in a po-
tential relationship. Sheldon’s not sure
what the protocol is when a roommate
has a spontaneous “guest”. But Sheldon
is aware that by the end of Leonard and
Leslie’s encounter, he feels violated. And

Leonard’s feelings may change when he understands Leslie’s motivations.

11
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The Middle Earth Paradigm

Season 1

Episode Number: 6
Season Episode: 6

Originally aired: = Monday October 29, 2007

berg (Howard Wolowitz)

Production Code: 3T6605

Writer: David Goetsch, Robert Cohen, David Litt
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Kunal Nay-

yar (Rajesh Koothrappali), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper), Simon Hel-

Guest Stars: Brian Patrick Wade (Kurt), Rachel Cannon (Patty), Cynthia Holloway
(Roberta), Kimberly Kevon Williams (Vicki), Erin Allin O’'Reilly (Cheryl)

Summary: Penny hosts a Halloween party, putting Leonard, Sheldon, Wolowitz,
and Koothrappali through a new test of their social skills.

When Penny asks the guys to her party,
which will include dancing, they seriously
think about not attending as they aren’t
“dance” people. But when they learn it’s
a costume party (the fact of it being Hal-
loween irrelevant), they change their col-
lective minds and decide to go. Leonard
wants this party to be an opportunity for
Penny to see him as someone in her social
circle. But Leonard’s goals for the evening
change when Kurt, Penny’s ex-boyfriend,
shows up, he who seems to be an invited
guest and who Penny seems happy to see.
Leonard, still smarting from his first and
only other previous encounter with Kurt,

tries to be Penny’s protector while protecting himself from a potentially painful beating from Kurt.
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The Dumpling Paradox

Season 1
Episode Number: 7
Season Episode: 7

( N\
Originally aired: = Monday November 5, 2007
Writer: Bill Prady, Chuck Lorre, Lee Aronsohn (I), Jennifer Glickman
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Recurring Role: Carol Ann Susi (Mrs. Wolowitz)

Guest Stars: Kimberly D. Brooks (Automated Cell Phone Voice), Brooke D’Orsay
(Christy Vanderbelt), James Hong (Chen)

Production Code: 3T6606

Summary: With Wolowitz AWOL with one of her friends, Penny’s recruited to fill
in for him on the guys’ Halo team.

Howard, Raj, Sheldon, and Leonard are
deeply engrossed in Halo, when Penny
comes over to seek refuge from her friend,
Christy, who has come from Omaha to
stay with her for a while. Penny is put
off by Christy as she thinks Christy is
a whore. This intrigues Howard, who im-
mediately goes over to make a move on
Christy. When Penny goes back to her
apartment, she sees Howard and Christy
having sex and asks the guys if she can
stay over at their apartment for the night.
Leonard willingly obliges though Sheldon
has his qualms. Moreover, Penny plays
Halo with the guys, since they need one

more player and she turns out to be surprisingly good.

The next morning, Sheldon finds Penny sleeping on the couch and gripes to Leonard how
she is disrupting his Saturday morning routine (which is to basically have cereal while watching
an episode of Doctor Who). Leonard tells Sheldon to adjust, but Sheldon is not willing to do
so. This commotion wakes up Penny, and when Howard comes in (after sleeping with Christy),
Penny finds out that not only did he use all of her personal items, he is still with Christy, who
is obviously just a gold-digger. Though she warns Howard about this, Howard ignores her and is
just happy to spend so much time with Christy.

When Sheldon, Leonard, and Raj go out for lunch at a Chinese restaurant, they realize that
since there are only three of them (since Howard is spending so much time with Christy), com-
plications will arise when having proportions of the food. Sheldon becomes picky about the pro-
portions of food each person receives, and this results in them just going home.

On Wednesday night, the three guys invite Penny over for "Halo Night” since Howard isn’t
available. However, Penny declines so that she can go dancing, and the three guys start to
quarrel. Sheldon decides to ask Howard to come back. When they go over to Howard’s house
(who lives with both Christy and his mother), they hear Christy and Howard’s mother arguing,
and when Christy finds out that Howard doesn’t have that much cash, and isn’'t worth it, she
storms out. Howard then returns to the three guys, and they all have Halo Night.

The episode ends with Penny and her friends sardonicly offering to have sex with the guys,
who are too engrossed in Halo to pay attention.
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The Grasshopper Experiment

Season 1
Episode Number: 8
Season Episode: 8

( )
Originally aired: = Monday November 12, 2007
Writer: David Goetsch, Steven Molaro, Robert Cohen, Lee Aronsohn (I)
Director: Ted Wass
Show Stars: Kunal Nayyar (Rajesh Koothrappali), Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofs-

tadter), Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper), Simon
Helberg (Howard Wolowitz)

Guest Stars: Brian George (Dr. Koothrappali), Alice Amter (Mrs. Koothrappali),
Sarayu Rao (Lalita)

Production Code: 3T6607

Summary: Raj’s parents set him up on a blind date, and when he discovers he
can talk to her, she shows interest in Sheldon.

Raj gets a webcam through which he can
speak to his parents in India. They tell
him that it's time for him to get mar-
ried, and they have found a prospect
bride for him. His parents tell him that
the girl’s parents have started making ar-
rangements, and that he’ll be meeting the
girl soon.

Raj starts to freak out because he
doesn’t want to have an arranged mar-
riage like his parents are coercing him
into, and he has always disliked the
prospect bride, Lalita Gupta, as he found
her fat and she kept beating him in the playground. Moreover, due to his fear of talking to girls,
he doesn’t want to be in a marriage where he and his wife will never talk to each other. Leonard
tells him that maybe it’s for the best, and that arranged marriages aren’t all that bad, but Raj is
still unconvinced.

Later on, Penny comes over and wants to use the guys as guinea pigs to practice her bar-
tending skills. Sheldon asks Penny for a diet coke, but she says she wants to serve alcoholic
beverages. So Sheldon asks her for a virgin Cuba Libre, and then ask if it can be diet.

Penny makes Raj a "grasshopper”, and he’s quickly drunk and starts to talk to Penny even
though he has a fear of talking to girls. Raj, realizing this, decides to have a grasshopper before
his date with Lalita, so that he can talk to her with ease.

During the date, Raj becomes too open and starts to remark about her weight loss and makes
other insensitive comments. This puts off Lalita. Later on, when Sheldon arrives, he sees Lalita
and tells her how much she resembles a princess from an Indian folktalke. Lalita is fond of this
comment and starts to take a liking to Sheldon. Raj threatens to beat Sheldon, but Lalita tells
Raj that the only reason she met up with him, was so that her parents would stop nagging her.
She then asks out Sheldon for dinner.

Later at home, Raj narrates the story to his parents via webcam. When Sheldon returns from
his dinner with Lalita, Raj tries to pin the blame on him, but Sheldon points out that if it wasn’t
for Raj being drunk, Lalita may have never ditched Raj. Raj’s parents hear this, and they get
worried that Raj is having an alcohol problem. Raj carries his laptop to the hall to talk to his
parents privately. When Leonard enquires about Sheldon and Lalita, it turns out that Sheldon
didn’t consider it a date, and considered it just "dinner”.
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The episode ends with Penny spiking Sheldon’s diet virgin Cuba libre with alcohol, leading to
a drunk Sheldon playing a song on the piano.
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The Cooper-Hofstadter Polarization

Season 1
Episode Number: 9
Season Episode: 9

Originally aired:
Writer:

Director:
Show Stars:

Guest Stars:

Summary:

Production Code:

Monday March 17, 2008

Bill Prady, Stephen Engel, David Goetsch, Chuck Lorre, Lee Aronsohn
M

Joel Murray

Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),
Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Talbott Chin (Chinese Leonard), Howard Chan (Chinese Sheldon)
3T6608

When they're invited to present at a physics conference, Sheldon’s re-
luctance to share the credit leads to a tiff between him and Leonard,
and Penny’s intervention only exacerbates the situation.

Leonard finds out that he and Shel-
don were invited to a physics conference,
but Sheldon had thrown away the let-
ter. When he confronts Sheldon, Sheldon
states that he does not want to be in a
room of peopl, who are less smart than
he and try to pander up to them. Leonard
however, feels that this is an honor and
wants to present it, though Sheldon "for-
bids” it.

Leonard tells Penny the problem, and
she tries to help him by consoling Shel-
don. But when she tells Sheldon that
Leonard said Sheldon played a “mi-
nor” part in the research, Sheldon tells

Leonard never to talk to him ever again.

When Leonard finishes presenting at the conference, it turns out that Sheldon was there all
along. Sheldon tells Leonard that he presented wrongly, and that he’s just doing this to impress
people because he has an ego. Leonard yells at Sheldon, telling him that he’s not the only one
in the room who’s smarter than everyone else. The two men fight in front of their colleagues, but
they later make up.
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The Loobenfeld Decay

Season 1
Episode Number: 10
Season Episode: 10

4 N\
Originally aired: = Monday March 24, 2008
Writer: Chuck Lorre, Bill Prady, Lee Aronsohn (I)
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper), Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Kunal Nayyar (Rajesh Koothrappali), Simon Hel-
berg (Howard Wolowitz)

Guest Stars: DJ Qualls (Toby Loobenfeld)
Production Code: 3T6609
Summary: Leonard and Sheldon each lie to avoid hearing Penny sing in a pro-

duction of Rent. However, Sheldon’s lie becomes a bit too complicated
for its own good.

As Leonard and Sheldon are walking up
the stairs to their apartment, they hear
Penny singing horribly. When she sees
them, she tells them that she’s participat-
ing in a version of Rent and that they're
both invited to come and see her. How-
ever, Leonard, not willing to go and hear
her sing, lies that he and Sheldon have a
conference to attend. Penny believes this,
and Leonard thinks the matter is settled.

However, later on, Sheldon starts to
get worried that Penny may do some re-
search on her own, and find out that he
and Leonard are not attending a confer-
ence after all. Therefore, he decides to
fabricate an elaborate lie about he and Leonard going to Long Beach, to stage an intervention for
Sheldon’s-albeit-fake, cousin. Leonard gets upset at Sheldon for making such a lie, but Sheldon
convinces him that it is more feasible. Penny believes this lie as well.

The cousin is Leopold, but answers to Leo or Lee. Sheldon believes Leonard would call him
Lee. Sheldon also establishes a Facebook page which has "Lee’s descent into drug addiction as
well as a hopeful eHaromony listing. Thereby completing what Sheldon called an "un-unravel-
able” lie.

Later, once again, Sheldon feels that the lie needs "touching up” and so asks a lab assistant
to pose as his drug-addicted cousin, Leo. Sheldon does this, as he believes that if he "brings the
cousin home,” Penny will believe it even further.

In the end, it turns out that Penny recorded her performance and makes Leonard watch it,
meaning that all of Sheldon’s lies were of no use.
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The Pancake Batter Anomaly

Season 1
Episode Number: 11
Season Episode: 11

Originally aired:
Writer:

Director:

Show Stars:

Guest Stars:

Summary:

Production Code:

Monday March 31, 2008

Lee Aronsohn (I), Chuck Lorre, Bill Prady, Stephen Engel

Mark Cendrowski

Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),
Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Carol Ann Susi (Mrs. Wolowitz), Erin Allin O’Reilly (Cheryl)

3T6610

With his friends knowing how sour he acts when sick-and avoiding
him as a result-Sheldon is nursed for by Penny, who hasn’t a clue
what she’s in for.

Germaphobe Sheldon is more hyper-
vigilant than ever after Penny comes back
from Nebraska where she was visiting
with family who were sick with an un-
known bug. Regardless, Sheldon does
come down with a bug. Leonard enacts
"Code Milky Green”, a protocol between
himself, Howard and Raj to avoid Shel-
don at all cost because of his illness. They
decide to attend a ”Planet of the Apes”
marathon at a local cinema. So Shel-
don turns to the only person left, Penny,
who is unaware of Code Milky Green. But
when Leonard’s glasses break at the cin-
ema with his only spare pair at the apart-

ment, he has to decide if it is worth the risk to go back to the apartment or watch a bunch of
totally fuzzy looking apes for 10 hours.
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The Jerusalem Duality

Season 1

Episode Number: 12
Season Episode: 12

Originally aired: = Monday April 14, 2008

berg (Howard Wolowitz)

Degerstedt (Emma)
Production Code: 3T6611

Writer: Stephen Engel, Jennifer Glickman, Steven Molaro, David Goetsch
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Kunal Nayyar (Rajesh Koothrappali), Simon Hel-

Recurring Role: Mark Harelik (Dr. Eric Gablehauser)
Guest Stars: Joel Brooks (Professor Goldfarb), Austin Lee (Dennis Kim), Emma

Summary: With Sheldon rattled and impossible to be around after meeting Den-
nis, a 15-year-old physicist who’s smarter than he, the rest of the guys
search for a way to eliminate the threat.

Fifteen year old genius Dennis Kim
is a physics doctoral candidate who
Gablechuk wants at the college at any
cost. Dennis is much like Sheldon was
at that age, with the ego and arrogance
to match. As such, Sheldon doesn’t like
Dennis, especially after Dennis criticizes
Sheldon’s work on string theory, which
is his primary research. But Sheldon re-
alizes that one of the comments Dennis
makes about his research is indeed true.
For Sheldon, this realization means the
end of his life as he knows it. Much to his
genius friends’ chagrin, Sheldon needs to
find something academic to do, and who
better to do it with than other geniuses

(albeit less so than him). So Leonard, Howard and Raj decide that to get Sheldon back to the top
of the heap status they need to take Dennis down a few notches by refocusing his fifteen year old

mind on more pubescent pursuits.
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The Bat Jar Conjecture

Season 1

Episode Number: 13
Season Episode: 13

Originally aired:
Writer:

Director:

Show Stars:

Recurring Role:
Guest Stars:

Summary:

Production Code:

Monday April 21, 2008

Stephen Engel, Jennifer Glickman, Bill Prady, Robert Cohen

Mark Cendrowski

Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper), Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter),
Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar (Rajesh Koothrap-

pali), Kaley Cuoco (Penny)

Mark Harelik (Dr. Eric Gablehauser), Sara Gilbert (Leslie Winkle)
Adam Gregor (Dmitri), Sandra Marquez (Woman), Sergio Enrique (Son)

3T6612

Sheldon finds himself booted from the gang’s Physics Bowl team and
replaced with Leslie, so he forms his own team, hoping to prove he’s

superior.

With the perennial winning team not par-
ticipating this year, Leonard, Howard and
Raj feel that their foursome are the sure
winners of this year’s edition of the uni-
versity’s physics bowl. They have to talk
a reluctant Sheldon into entering with
them, which they do manage to do. They
regret doing so after Sheldon takes con-
trol of everything and as such has taken
any fun out of the process. After the
threesome kick Sheldon off their team,
Sheldon vows revenge by forming his own
team. Despite Leonard’s discomfort with
the idea, they decide to ask Leslie Win-
kle to be Sheldon’s replacement, she who

declines until she learns that they are planning on destroying Sheldon in the process. During
their match, Sheldon, who believes he is basically fielding a one man team (his teammates are a
janitor, the lunch floor monitor and her son), has to decide what is the most important goal.
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The Nerdvana Annihilation

Season 1
Episode Number: 14
Season Episode: 14

Originally aired:
Writer:

Director:

Show Stars:

Guest Stars:

Summary:

Production Code:

Monday April 28, 2008

Bill Prady, Stephen Engel, Steven Molaro

Mark Cendrowski

Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper), Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Johnny Galecki
(Leonard Hofstadter), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Andrew Walker (Mike)

3T6613

When the delivery of a full-size prop of 1960’s The Time Machine
makes Penny miss work, she scolds Leonard about his sci-fi col-
lectibles. He decides it’s time to give up such childish pursuits.

Leonard buys a replica time machine
online. As the boys move it into the
apartment they accidentally make Penny
late for work causing her to lash out
at Leonard for his nerdy ways. Upset,
Leonard decides to get rid of all his
‘nerdmabelia’ and the guys try to con-
vince him not to.
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The Pork Chop Indeterminacy

Season 1
Episode Number: 15
Season Episode: 15

( )
Originally aired: = Monday May 5, 2008
Writer: Chuck Lorre, Bill Prady, Lee Aronsohn (I)
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Kunal Nayyar (Rajesh Koothrappali), Simon Helberg (Howard

Wolowitz), Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Kaley Cuoco (Penny),
Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper)

Guest Stars: Courtney Henggeler (Missy Cooper)
Production Code: 3T6614
Summary: The rest of the gang fall for Sheldon’s twin sister, and Leonard’s plan

to win her heart is derailed when Sheldon declares he’ll be the one to
decide who can date her.

The guys are surprised to see a beautiful
young woman in Sheldon’s office. They
are even more surprised when they learn
that she is Sheldon’s fraternal twin sis-
ter, Missy Cooper, who is in town only
for two days to attend a friend’'s wed-
ding. Against Sheldon’s wishes, Leonard
invites her to stay with them, which she
accepts. Leonard, Howard and even Raj
(who is participating in a pharmaceuti-
cal study, which includes testing a new
drug to overcome extreme shyness) fawn
over Missy. Using the argument of poten-
tial genius offspring, Leonard convinces
Sheldon, who abhors physical and emo-
tional contact even with family, that he needs to act brotherly in looking out for Missy’s best
interests when it comes to finding a suitable boyfriend. Who better in that role than his room-
mate. Ultimately, the guys come to a solution on who should pursue Missy. But what will Missy
have to say about their choice?
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The Peanut Reaction

Season 1
Episode Number: 16
Season Episode: 16

Originally aired:
Writer:

Director:

Show Stars:

Guest Stars:

Summary:

Production Code:

Monday May 12, 2008

Lee Aronsohn (I), Bill Prady, David Goetsch, Steven Molaro

Mark Cendrowski

Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper), Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter),
Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Kunal Nayyar (Rajesh Koothrappali), Simon Hel-
berg (Howard Wolowitz)

Vernee Watson-Johnson (Althea), Judith Moreland (Jan), Ronald
Hunter (Dan), Chuck Carter (Stan)

3T6615

Penny wants to throw a surprise party for Leonard, but Sheldon’s in-
dulgence at an electronics store throws her off-track.

Penny wishes Leonard a happy birthday
which she knows is this upcoming Sat-
urday, when she expects him to at least
come in for his free piece of birthday cake
at the restaurant. She is shocked to learn
that Leonard not only does not celebrate
his birthday, but that he’s never had a
birthday party. Regardless of Leonard’s
wants, Penny decides to throw him a sur-
prise party. Although she gets help from
Sheldon, Howard and Raj, the prepara-
tion for the party does not go to her plans,
including needing to help Sheldon buy a
gift, Howard not being able to get Leonard
out of the apartment, and Raj not being

able to decorate the apartment since Leonard’s there. Will Leonard enjoy his first birthday party
after all this difficult effort?
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The Tangerine Factor

Season 1
Episode Number: 17
Season Episode: 17

4 )
Originally aired: =~ Monday May 19, 2008
Writer: Bill Prady, Chuck Lorre, Steven Molaro, Lee Aronsohn (I)
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Kunal Nayyar (Rajesh Koothrappali), Simon Helberg (Howard

Wolowitz), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper), Johnny Galecki (Leonard
Hofstadter), Kaley Cuoco (Penny)

Guest Stars: James Hong (Chen)
Production Code: 3T6616
Summary: Penny’s break-up spurs Leonard to summon the courage to ask her
out, and each goes to Sheldon for advice on their upcoming date.
& J

Penny obtains a new boyfriend that she
soon angrily dumps because he blogged
details of their sex life. Leonard tries to
comfort her and ends up getting her to
apologize to the boyfriend. Penny then
finds out that he has already found an-
other girl. She responds with anger and
sadness towards Leonard, saying that
she wants a boyfriend who actually cares
about her. Leonard suggests himself. A
little surprised, Penny agrees.

Later on, however, they both have
doubts about their date, worrying that it
could ruin their friendship. Penny asks
Sheldon for advice, as she could not ask
Raj, Howard, or Leonard. Sheldon suggests to her the theory of Schrodinger’s cat, meaning that
she’ll never know unless she goes out with Leonard. However, Penny does not understand the
scientific, literal Schrédinger’s cat and so is only confused by Sheldon. At lunch, Leonard also
expresses worries to Sheldon. He says to him "Schroédinger’s cat” and Leonard instantly under-
stands it.

When Leonard goes to Penny’s apartment for their date, there is a somewhat awkward moment
before Leonard asks Penny if she has ever heard of Schrodinger’s cat. She says she has heard
far, far too much about it, to which Leonard responds "Good” and kisses her. Penny finally
understands the metaphor, saying the cat’s alive and that they should go.

Meanwhile, Sheldon has been learning Mandarin Chinese with the assistance of a reluctant
Howard. This is because he wants to express his anger to the owner of a Chinese restraunt which
has changed their tangerine chicken to the lesser orange chicken. Leonard and Penny go to this
restraunt for their date but see Sheldon yelling severely meaningless Chinese at the restraunt
owner. They hurriedly leave.
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The Bad Fish Paradigm

Season 2
Episode Number: 18
Season Episode: 1

4 N\
Originally aired: =~ Monday September 22, 2008
Writer: Bill Prady, David Goetsch, Steven Molaro
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Guest Stars: Carol Ann Susi (Mrs. Wolowitz)
Production Code: 3T7351
Summary: Penny opens up to a reluctant Sheldon after a less-than-stellar first

date with Leonard, placing him in the uncomfortable position of having
to keep a secret.

After her first date with Leonard goes
awry, Penny finds an unwilling confidant
in Leonard’s anti-social roommate, Shel-
don.

The new season of The Big Bang The-
ory picks up from Leonard and Penny’s
date. Leonard explains what Penny had
was not, technically, frozen yogurt. Un-
fortunately, Penny only asked him if he
wanted some of it. They have a goodnight
kiss that is being witnessed by a security
camera set up by Raj and Howard. (Pre-
sumably, Howard is running the camera,
as he is eager to get a shot of Penny’s
cleavage.) Unable to get away from the
camera, he cuts the Kiss off, and they say goodnight. Heading into the apartment, he immediately
confronts Raj and Howard about the camera. Their purpose for the camera is to document how
Leonard will ruin the relationship. Leonard doesn’t feel he ruined the date, thinking that slow-
ing things down, as Penny suggests, is a good thing. Sadly, even Sheldon knows thats lame. To
Howard, thats the equivalent of "this fish tastes bad and will slow down and spit it out.” Leonard
tries to remain optimistic about the date, even though he and Penny havent set a second date.
However, video analysis says otherwise, according to Howard, Raj, and even Sheldon. ("He was a
lot more fun when he had no hope.”—Raj)

Our first look at the apartment building’s laundry room shows Sheldon doing his clothes,
complete with a shirt-folding device. Penny comes in and wants to talk to Sheldon about her date
with Leonard. She asks Sheldon if Leonard ever dated someone who wasnt a brainiac. (Perhaps
she should also not fold Sheldon’s socks from now on.) It turns out she lied about graduating
community college during the date so she could not be embarrassed about Leonard’s educational
background compared to her own. After several poorly-thought suggestions from Sheldon, she
asks him not to reveal any of this to Leonard. Sheldon is shocked: he cannot keep any sort of
secret. He develops "more nervous ticks than a Lyme Disease Research Facility.” But she’s asked
him as a friend to keep this secret. The fact that they were friends is something new to Sheldon.

Later, Leonard and Sheldon meet Penny in the hall. He tries to set up a second date, but
she evades setting one. After she’s gone, Leonard immediately thinks he’s the "bad fish” and
asks Sheldon about it. Sure enough, Sheldon’s giving more tells than the first person to lose
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at the World Series of Poker. Sheldon runs like hell to the Cheesecake Factory and begs Penny
to release him from the secret. He’s so bad at keeping secrets, he was denied a job at a "top-
secret military supercollider at a fake agricultural station 12.5 miles southeast of Traverse City,
Michigan.” (Oops.) She insists on Sheldon keeping her secret, so he comes up with a solution: he
moves out of the apartment.

When informing Leonard he is moving out, he decides not to say why. Raj and Howard arrive
and want to know why. The myriad of possible reasons (including adjusting the brightness or
contrast on the TV, take off a Band-Aid, or make fun of trains) don’'t seem to apply. Sheldon
goads Raj into letting him stay at his teeny apartment. It takes Sheldon all of about 30 seconds
to wear out his welcome. (Never insult Aishwarya Rai in Raj’s presence.) Therefore, he has to
infiltrate Howard’s house with a stripper-gram. Howard is getting the same results as Raj when
it comes to Sheldon annoying him. (But at least we know that Halle Berry is Sheldon’s 5th-
favorite Catwoman.)

Howard dumps Sheldon back at Leonard’s. However, whacked out of his mind on Howard’s
mother’s valium, he confesses Penny’s secret to Leonard. Leonard is shocked, and even slightly
upset that Penny thinks he’s too smart for her. Leonard goes to Penny to talk to her about it. He
decides to come up with a solution: giving Penny a community college brochure. Penny, to say
the least, is not amused. She thinks she has to be smart to date him. She slams the door on him,
but at least Leonard knows where he went wrong this time.
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The Codpiece Topology

Season 2
Episode Number: 19
Season Episode: 2

4 N\
Originally aired: = Monday September 29, 2008
Writer: Chuck Lorre, Bill Prady, Lee Aronsohn (I)
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali), Sara Gilbert (Leslie Winkle)

Guest Stars: Travis Schuldt (Eric)
Production Code: 3T7352
Summary: After seeing Penny with her new boyfriend, Leonard turns to Leslie

for comfort. The move angers Sheldon, who considers Leslie his comic
book-style "arch enemy.”

The boys have just returned from a Re-
naissance Faire in full regalia. Unfortu-
nately, it was not authentic enough for
Sheldon’s taste. He apparently wanted
authentic mead not served in polypropy-
lene flagons. Of course, Howard does
not care about this because he appreci-
ates the Faire is "an opportunity to take
chubby girls working at Kinko’s and lac-
ing them up in corsets so tight, their bo-
som jumps out and says "Howdy.” Head-
ing up the stairs, they run into Penny
with a new hairstyle and a new guy, Eric.
After several awkward seconds, every-

S body goes their separate ways. Leonard
doesn’t think it was awkward...or fun. Fortunately, his chain-mail wedgie takes his mind off of
it, to say nothing about where Sheldon got the material to make his historically-accurate under-
wear. (Leonard may want to consider changing his pillowcase.)

In the guys’ apartment, Leonard is confronted about his dating history...or lack thereof. His
history consists of Leslie Winkle and Joyce Kim. He also had a date at last year’'s ComicCon, but
that doesn’t count within the realm of ComicCon, according to Raj. He implemented the rule after
making out with an Orion slave girl...named Richard. The guys convince Leonard to make a date.
Since Joyce Kim defected back to North Korea, Leonard’s options seem to be limited. Sheldon,
constantly ridiculed by Leslie, does not seem to agree with this.

At the university’s cafeteria, Sheldon and Leonard are eating lunch when Leslie walks in.
Sheldon quickly walks out after exchanging a few unpleasantries with her. Leslie tells Leonard
that she heard about his breakup with Penny, and she wants to try a relationship. Apparently,
she’s reached "a time in every woman'’s life where she’s tired of waking up on a strange futon with
a bunch of people she doesn’t know. Leslie wants to slow things down, and who better to slow
down with than Leonard. She tells him to order Chinese, get an art film that’s still accessible,
and there would be light petting but no coitus. But she’ll let Leonard make the plans, since he’s
the man.

Back home, Leonard is setting up for the date, but Sheldon has other plans. He wants to
rock Mario old-school with his Nintendo 64. Leonard patiently asks Sheldon to give him the
apartment. After much debate (and Leonard promising to give up the apartment if Sheldon ever
meets someone from his species), Sheldon abandons the apartment...for the stairs.
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Penny meets Sheldon on the stairs as she heads out on her date. She wonders why he’s on
the stairs and not at a movie or a coffee shop. Sheldon is afraid of choking on his popcorn and
hates bearclaws. Leslie’s arrival doesn’t seem to help either of them. Sheldon’s convinced "the
only way Leslie could contribute to science is if they resume sending chimps into space.”

Leonard and Leslie’s date seems to be going OK. Leslie does seem to plan ahead, though. She
wants to know how many kids Leonard wants and what genetic weaknesses are in his family.
Sheldon interrupts to get an extension cord for the laptop. Fortunately Leonard can continue with
the date, after Sheldon interrupts again to make pee-pee. As Leslie leaves, they are prepared to
have another date, assuming Leonard waits the minimum 18 hours to call so that she is not
repulsed by his cloying eagerness. They get interrupted again, but by Penny and Eric this time.
They're returning from their date, and Penny is trying to explain Schroedinger’s Cat to him.
After an awkward hello, Leonard kisses Leslie goodnight in Penny’s presence. Seeing this, Penny
kisses Eric goodnight. Leslie, catching on, decides to help Leonard and returns his kiss...hard.
Now its Penny’s turn to up the ante. Finally, cooler heads prevail, and both couples break their
respective kisses.

At the university the next day, Raj has a way of getting Sheldon to go back to the Renaissance
Faire: he can dress up as a Starfleet science officer and study an ancient civilization. Leslie joins
the group, but they need to switch tables. Sheldon refuses to move and forces Leonard to choose
between sitting with him and sitting with Leslie and the guys. The choice isn’t that hard.

Leonard and Leslie have another date, as evidenced by Sheldon’s latest foray on the stairwell
with Mario. Penny talks with him. Sheldon asks her for help. He now WANTS Penny to date
Leonard. He wants Penny to "give it the ol’ college try. Or in your case, the o]’ community college
try.” Truth be told, the issue has to do with Sheldon and Leslie’s attitudes toward each other.
Penny only wants to be friends with Leonard for now. She asks Sheldon to give Leonard his
support as a friend.

"But why am I doing all the giving here? If Leonard is truly my friend, why can’t he support
me and my hatred of Leslie Winkle?”

Apparently, "love trumps hate” is not a sufficient answer for Sheldon.

Sheldon decides its time to accept the relationship, despite the fact that Leslie "actually be-
lieves loop quantum gravity better unites quantum mechanics with general relativity than string
theory.” That’s over the line, as far as Leslie is concerned. And don’t get her started on Sheldon’s
theory that matter is made of tiny strings. Now she turns on Leonard, demanding that he defend
her. He wants to just play referee in this and make peace. She wants him to agree with her on
loop quantum gravity, but Leonard seems to agree with Sheldon on this matter. Sadly, this is a
deal-breaker for Leslie, and she leaves. But Sheldon does have some heart, reminding Leonard
that it’s only 9 more months to ComicCon.
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The Barbarian Sublimation

Season 2
Episode Number: 20
Season Episode: 3

( \
Originally aired: = Monday October 6, 2008
Writer: Nicole Lorre, Steven Molaro, Eric Kaplan (I)
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali), Sara Gilbert (Leslie Winkle)
Recurring Role: Mark Harelik (Dr. Eric Gablehauser)

Guest Stars: Mark Hames (Tom), Tyler Olson (Blaine)
Production Code: 3T7353
Summary: Penny becomes addicted to an online game based on the world of Co-
nan the Barbarian and persistantly pesters Sheldon for advice.
| J

All hail Sheldor the Conqueror! He is
leading his trusty warriors into battle;
at least once Barry is back from the re-
stroom. However, a disturbance outside
interrupts him. It is Penny, who has ac-
cidentally put her car key into the lock
of her apartment. Now she can’t get it
out or get in her apartment. Sheldon is
his usual, helpful self. Clearly, pointing
out that her apartment key uses edge-
mounted cylinders vs. the center cylin-
ders on the key to her Volkswagen gets
: the door WIDE open. Penny finally goes
off the edge, given that she just returned from an audition that she drove two hours to get to,
then waited another hour just to have the director say she looked too Midwestern. Of course,
Sheldon has to point out her German/Scandinavian features, which really didn’t help. The fly
that she also swallowed, the breaking of her grocery bags, that she hasn’t had sex in six months,
and the fact that the locksmith "will get there when he gets there” causes her to break down and
cry. Sheldon offers to let her stay in his apartment. She says shed rather sit on the cold ground
and cry. Sheldon still needs to get the hang of sarcasm.

In the guys’ apartment, Penny settles in, following Sheldon’s unwritten rules about where to
sit and no feet on the table. She inquires about what Sheldon is doing on the computer. Sheldon,
in typical annoyance, tries to explain he is in an online simulation of "Age of Conan,” which is set
in the universe of Robert E. Howard’s "Conan the Barbarian.” She’s none too impressed at first
but does wonder why Sheldon keeps saying AFK. He explains it means away from keyboard. Oh,
I see.” Now its Sheldon’s turn to wonder what that means.

Later on, Leonard returns to the apartment. The groceries outside the apartment, not to
mention the cat eating the melted ice cream, are the least of his confusion. Penny is now playing
the game and just picked up a pair of enchanted boots. Leonard wants a catch-me-up from
Sheldon...

”She attempted to open her apartment with her car key because her face is overly-Midwestern,
she hasn’t had sex in six months, and she ate a fly.” "Seriously? Six months?”

Later on, the boys are having fun playing with corn starch and water, which make up a non-
Newtonian fluid that is really solid under the Matrix-like bass beats of a speaker. ("That’s what
makes it funky,” says Howard) Penny comes in and demands Sheldon help her with the game and

43



The Big Bang Theory Episode Guide

get the Enchanted Sword to kill the guard captain. Everybody else is quite confused. According
to Raj and Howard...

"It’s like some weird comic book crossover.” "As if the Hulk started dating Peppermint Patty.”

Clearly, Penny is addicted, as she interrupts Sheldon in the middle of the night to help her de-
cide whether to join a horde of Level-35 Hungarian warriors. Sleep-deprived (and lacking pajama
bottoms) Sheldon begs her to leave him alone.

The next day at work, Sheldon must meet with Dr. Gablehauser, his boss, to settle an internal
conflict with Leslie. He complains that she walked into room 204 of Buckman Hall to use the
mainframe when he had signed up for it. Except that Sheldon made up the sign-in sheet and
blocked every single hour for the next six months. His lack of currying favor with his boss is not
helped by the fact that Penny calls him on his cell phone...then his boss’ phone after he ignores
the cell.

Arriving home, Sheldon demands Leonard intervene with Penny since his efforts are not work-
ing. In fact, if he doesn’t, Sheldon "will become very difficult to live with,” as opposed to the "happy
fun time Sheldon” Leonard’s been living with so far. Leonard goes to visit Penny—AKA, Queen
Penelope. It would be fair to say that Penny looks like she was run over by a truck several times,
but that would actually IMPROVE how she currently looks. Leonard tries logic, pointing out that
its easy to get caught up in an online addiction when one’s self-esteem is low and life’s goals
arent being accomplished. She’s not listening and returns to the game, taking the time to get
a Cheeto out of her hair...and eating it. Leonard tries another tact: entering the "Age of Conan”
game in character to talk with her. That gets him a hastier rebuke, not to mention a decapitation.

The next day at the university, the guys are gathered. Sheldon, however, is there only in body
and not spirit. Penny’s been keeping him up all night, and not in the same way she keeps Howard
up all night. (well, in his mind, anyway) Leslie joins them, and Sheldon is too tired to even react
to Leslie’s barbs that he’s up all night with Middle-Earth Barbie. Leslie postulates that Penny is
using online gaming as an escape from her sexual frustration. Surprisingly, Sheldon agrees. He
has to concede Leslies "undeniable expertise in the interrelated fields of promiscuity and general
slutiness.” Sheldon decides to take action and ask the guy at the next table if he wants to be
involved in a sexual relationship. The guy agrees and gives Sheldon his phone number. Of course,
it would be easy to tell Sheldon where he is messing up, but not nearly as fun.

Sheldon continues his plan. While helping Penny with the game, he uses subterfuge to fill out
an online dating service application for Penny under the guise of an online gaming registration
form, complete with a bonus 75 quest expansion pack. And now we know Penny likes to initiate
sexual contact and go on wild adventures.

Later, Leonard enters the apartment and meets Tom, who was brought in by Sheldon to go on
a date with Penny. Finding him on an online dating site, Sheldon is impressed with Tom’s job as
a firefighter and med school studies. Leonard knows this will end badly, and the proof walks into
the apartment. Penny has a lovely shade of lipstick, except its unknown whether if it’s crunchy
or puffed Cheetos. On the bright side, if the grunge movement ever comes back, she’s all set.
Tom is disappointed that she doesn’t look anything her photo, but doesn’t that always happen
with online dating services?

Is there a way to quit cold turkey? Well, if Howard comes online, asking Penny for a spirited
afternoon of questing and a flagon of ale at a virtual tavern, and she ACCEPTS, that might be
one way to do it.
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The Griffin Equivalency

Season 2
Episode Number: 21
Season Episode: 4

)
Originally aired: = Monday October 13, 2008
Writer: Bill Prady, Chuck Lorre, Stephen Engel, Tim Doyle
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Guest Stars: Mark Harelik (Dr. Eric Gablehauser), Brian George (Dr. Koothrappali),
Alice Amter (Mrs. Koothrappali), Charlie Sheen (Himself)

Production Code: 3T7354

Summary: Full of confidence following being named one of People’s "30 to Watch
Under 30”, Raj hits on Penny and becomes impossibly arrogant.

Leonard, Penny, and Howard are gath-
ered for dinner. A little Chinese food, a
lot of sexually-inappropriate comments
from Howard, the usual. After Penny
moves him away, Sheldon comes in and
moves her away from his traditional spot.
She inquires about Sheldon’s baby wipes,
much to the dismay of Howard and
Leonard. Apparently, they've put hand
dryers instead of paper towels in the
washrooms at the university, and to Shel-
don’s germaphobic mind, "they’d be bet-
ter off having a plague-infested gibbons
sneeze my hands dry.” Raj enters announcmg great news...until he sees Penny and clams up.
Penny decides between Raj’s silence, Sheldon’s incessant talking and, well, Howard, she goes to
eat alone. However, this gives Raj the opportunity to give his news: his discovery of a new object
in the Kuiper Belt, 2008-NQ Sub 17 (aka Planet Bollywood), has gotten him People Magazine’s
”30 Under 30 to Watch.” He’s in good company, as the list includes a person working on hunger
in Indonesia, someone using dolphins to help rehab prisoners, and Juno’s Ellen Page. Raj’s hum-
ble narrative about overcoming extreme poverty to come to America and look towards the stars.
(Apparently, gynecologists who drive Bentley’s don’t make much in India.) Sheldon is confused,
though: he does not see how the people at People are qualified to judge Raj’s accomplishment
over any other. Howard is none too happy about not being credited for making the telescope’s
mounting bracket.

I bet Ellen Page’s friends don’t give her this much crap!”—Raj

At work the next day, Leonard convinces the guys that they should have been more supportive
of Raj’s accomplishment. Sheldon can’t understand the need for apologizing to Raj and inviting
him out to dinner. Besides the fact he was being a “total asshat,” Sheldon does not realize that
this might be the greatest thing Raj receives in his life. "I sometimes forget other people have
limitations.” This is apparently Sheldon feeling guilty. They talk to Raj, but Sheldon needs to
practice being happy for Raj. His facial expressions don’t work very well for him, but they might
get Heath Ledger an Oscar for playing the Joker. Raj appreciates their gesture, but someone
else appreciates it more: Dr. Gablehauser. Raj is his newest star because Raj’s discovery gets
the university what it needs most: money. (Not science, Leonard.) As a result, Raj gets a new
office and gets to have lunch in the President’s dining room, where the food is the same as in the
cafeteria, only fresher.
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At dinner, Raj is gloating over his photo shoot with People magazine. (Or glowing, depending
on what number Grasshopper he’s on.) After a call from his new assistant, Raj tells the guys
about a reception for the magazine, and they are all invited, though not to the VIP section since
they're only "P’s.” Unable to take his gloating, they meander ways of not accepting the invitation.
Sheldon is a bit direct in his opinion of the "new” Raj...

"In Papa New Guinea, there’s a tribe when a hunter flaunts his success to the rest of the
village, they kill him and drive away evil spirits with a drum made of his skin. Superstitious
nonsense, of course, but I can see their point.”

Penny is far more impressed that Raj got into People magazine without knocking up one of the
Spears’ sisters. She gladly accepts the invitation. Now Raj has a date a year faster than Leonard
did. That’s the final straw, and the guys bail. Raj doesn’t care; he tells a guy at the restaurant
he’s going to be in People. The man is not impressed, given that he’s been on the cover himself.
(and has a CBS show that he shares with Jon Cryer)

Raj goes to Penny’s apartment with two glasses of champagne in tow from the limousine. She
compliments him on his attire, but it's a shame that he can’t return the compliment. He was
hoping for something a bit more "redonkulous.” However, her attire is as redonkulous as she’ll
get for him. As they leave, Raj brags to Leonard about the limo and breaks into song. PInk’s "Get
This Party Started” will no longer sound the same.

Howard does have a solution for Leonard’s lonliness: Anything-for-a-Greencard.com has HUN-
DREDS of Croatian women just waiting for him! Leonard takes a pass, a very fast one. Of course,
Howard can’t let it go and brings up the possibility that Raj and Penny might end up having
sexual intercourse tonight. While Leonard unbags dinner (and prays his sleep apnea kills him
tonight), Sheldon grills him on his specific choice of dinner. When the broccoli comes in shred-
ded, he concludes Leonard must be thinking that Raj and Penny might and up having sexual
intercourse tonight. The situation brings to mind for Sheldon his desire as a child to have a
griffin: half-lion/half-eagle. It was designed to replace his dead cat, Lucky, and be more suited to
his pet needs. Sadly, he couldn’t convince his parents to get him eagle eggs and lion semen. Of
course, the point is completely missed. But Sheldon is more than willing to give them the point:
if Raj moves on to a life of shallow, undeserved fame, it might be time to create a new companion.
In spite of Sheldon’s insanity ("I'm not insane! My mother had me tested.”), Leonard does see the
point. The new friend should be someone they can trust, have lots of money, share their love of
technology, and maybe even have a house down by the beach. It’s settled: their new friend is Iron
Man.

Penny and Raj walk up to his apartment. Well, more like Penny holding him up as he stumbles
in. Clearly not happy with the night’s proceedings, she wants to leave. However, he wants to "put
on some R. Kelly and suck face.” Obviously, this she finds charming and wants to leave even
faster. However, there is a ring on Raj’s computer. Raj’s parents are contacting him, and he
decides he wants Penny to meet them. After all, she’s his "main squeeze.” However, Penny tells
his parents there is "no sowing, no squeezing, and definitely no sucking face.” Making matters
worse, Raj’s father understands why he wants to try the “local cuisine,” but he doesn’t want Raj
to have it for a steady diet. Raj chews his dad out and goes to throw up. Penny decides to leave,
but not before telling off his parents: "FYI, you’d be lucky to have a daughter-in-law like me!”

The next day, Raj realizes how stupid he was and goes to give Penny an apology note. She won'’t
accept it; she wants to hear it from him. He tries, tries, and tries.....AND SAYS SOMETHING!!!
Granted, it’s only the word "sorry,” but that’s enough to earn a hug from her...right in front of
Leonard, who clearly takes it the wrong way. It’s enough, however, to make Sheldon smile.
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The Euclid Alternative

Season 2
Episode Number: 22
Season Episode: 5

4 N\
Originally aired: =~ Monday October 20, 2008
Writer: Bill Prady, Steven Molaro, Lee Aronsohn (I), David Goetsch
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Guest Stars: Elena Campbell-Martinez (Maria), Octavia Spencer (Octavia), Livia
Trevino (Lourdes)

Production Code: 3T7355

Summary: An intervention is used to try to force Sheldon to overcome his fear of
driving.

Leonard comes home...and promptly
passes out on the couch. The reason
wasn’'t a good night on the town, how-
ever. It was the fact that he’s working
nights using the free-electron laser to
conduct his X-ray diffraction experiment.
This goes right by Sheldon, who insists
that Leonard drive him not only to work,
but also to Pottery Barn to return some
Star Wars bed sheets. (Apparently, Darth
Vader stares at him) Leonard suggests
the bus, but Sheldon is not allowed on
. L the bus due to the fact that he tried to
use bungee cords as a seatbelt. Sheldon then decides to knock on Penny’s door. Of course, she’s
sleeping in on her day off, but that doesn’t stop Sheldon from asking her for a ride. She tries the
same suggestion as Leonard, the bus, but Sheldon still won’t do it. Sheldon notes that Penny has
stated they are friends; therefore, he invokes a tradition that follows with friendship: the favor.

While Penny tries to remain awake while driving Sheldon, he is not making himself to be the
perfect passenger. Firstly, he bothers her about the "check engine” light on her car. Even though
it’s been on for a month, he is afraid that something might be wrong with the engine. Fortunately,
he is distracted by the fact that Penny is drinking coffee while driving, which he of course must
tell Penny about.

“Studies have shown that performing tasks, such as eating, talking on a cell phone, or drink-
ing coffee while driving reduce reaction times by the same factor as one ounce of alcohol.”

"Do you have any alcohol?”

Next, Sheldon questions Penny’s choice of Euclid Avenue since the speed bumps on it make
it a slower route. That is, assuming you slow down for the speed bumps, which Penny actually
doesn’t. Given Penny’s desire to get him to work quickly, Sheldon’s facts about the most popular
street name in America and the "Chemical Element” game don’t go over well. After one more speed
bump, Sheldon is getting troubled by Penny’s nonchalance towards the check engine light. After
one more utterance by Sheldon, Penny decides she’s had enough and throws him out.

At work, Sheldon finds Leonard and asks for a ride. However, Leonard is just getting to work
and can’t take him home. Howard is enjoying the conversation until Sheldon decides that Howard
will take him home. Howard takes him home on his scooter. It would appear that riding a scooter
is a first for Sheldon, judging by the girl-like screaming emanating from him. Sheldon’s last
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chance is with Raj. Raj seems OK with driving Sheldon home...until Sheldon insists they go to
the Pottery Barn, Radio Shack, Soup Plantation, and the comic book store. The results are the
same, and Sheldon has another long walk home.

After a last-ditch effort to beg Penny to take him to Pottery Barn, it’s time for an intervention.

"Sheldon, you know that we care about you.”—Penny

"And it’s because we care about you that we have to speak up.”—Howard (with an encouraging
nod from Raj)

"You're hurting the people around you, sweetie.”—Penny

“"We made you an appointment, and we want you to keep it.”—Leonard

It's time Sheldon went to...the DMV. ("This madness has to stop!”) Sheldon denies having
a problem, but Penny decides to take him...because Leonard is going to bed and rock breaks
scissors.

One would assume that Sheldon would create much havoc attempting to take an exam. One
would be correct in that assumption. Penny erroneously asks why Sheldon just didn’t get a
license at 16 like everybody else. It turns out, Sheldon was “examining pertubative amplitudes
in N=4 supersymmetric theories leading to a re-examination of the ultraviolet properties of the
multi-loop N=8 supergravity using modern twistor theory.” (watched it 6 times to get that with
the closed captioning, for those of you wondering) Sheldon turns in the application, receives the
written test, but he immediately has some concerns about the test. In spite of the proctor not
caring, Sheldon insists that a “car length” is not a standard unit of measure. By the time he
explains that none of the answers to question 2 accurately fit, the proctor just hands him his
learner’s permit so he can get out of there.

Back at home, Howard has designed a state-of-the-art simulator a friend made for the army.
(Which explains why the roads look like downtown Fallujah?) Howard reconfigures it to be a red
Taurus in the middle of downtown Pasadena. However, Sheldon insists on a new color, as red
cars are statistically pulled over more than other cars. He wants Howard to change the car’s
color to be the same as Luke Skywalker’s light saber "before the remastered it.” "Black it is.”
He starts driving (after buckling in his imaginary seatbelt) To say Sheldon needs to work on his
driving would be like saying Milli Vanilli need to work on their singing. After crashing into several
simulated cars and having his simulated airbags deploy (in this case, Penny smashing him with
a pillow), he clearly needs work. He continues far into the night, and does succeed to get his
car to the Galleria Mall. In fact, he’s IN the mall. On the second floor. Crashing into a pet store.
Leonard, waking up, encourages him to get some sleep and try again tomorrow. Sheldon has a
better idea: quit altogether. Although he does have another term for it: evolving beyond driving.
To Leonard’s consternation, Sheldon theorizes that he is something beyond humans, a "homo
novus,” as it were. Although it’s for anthropologists to decide, he feels he is predestined to unlock
the mysteries of the universe and is not designed for the plebian task of driving. Leonard asks
the obvious question of how homo novus will get to work tomorrow. Sheldon does not know at
first, but he eventually comes up with the solution: he lives at the office. Sheldon is sleeping in
his office and uses the radiation shower to clean up. This is what will have to do until Leonard
tells him that he’s done with his nighttime work...which was a week ago.
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The Cooper-Nowitzki Theorem

Season 2
Episode Number: 23
Season Episode: 6

4 N\
Originally aired: = Monday November 3, 2008
Writer: Stephen Engel, Daley Haggar, Tim Doyle, Richard Rosenstock
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali), Sara Gilbert (Leslie Winkle)

Guest Stars: Riki Lindhome (Ramona Nowitzki), Emily Happe (Kathy O’Brien)
Production Code: 3T7356
Summary: Sheldon becomes cozy with a female graduate student who is infatu-

ated with him, but nobody can figure out whether they’re in a relation-
ship — including Sheldon.

Leonard is very happy to welcome a new
crop of graduate students to experimen-
tal physics with a lecture about what they
should expect. Not to mention a lesson
in what happens when you spill a peach
Snapple on a helium-neon laser. (not rec-
ommended) Now it’s time for Sheldon to
introduce the theoretical physics depart-
ment. Except that he refuses, saying it
would be just as productive to “explain
the laws of particle physics to a bunch
of labradoodles.” Thankfully, Leonard is
prepared with some standard operational
blackmail: do the lecture or he won’t drive
Sheldon to the comic book store. Sheldon
reluctantly comes out and proceeds to tell the students what to expect, at least according to him.
In the process, he gushes about how had already accomplished more by the age of 14 than any
of them could ever dream. Even WITH a 9PM bedtime. Just to turn the screws in a little bit more,
he condemns most of them to spending the rest of their lives teaching 5th graders how to make
a volcano with baking soda. Somewhere down the line, someone has played a cruel joke on these
students telling them they could make a meaningful contribution to science. Comic book store
time!

The boys are gathered at the cafeteria having lunch and enjoying the fall, especially Howard.
"There’s a whole new crop of female grad students who are about to put on just enough winter
weight to make them feel needy and vulnerable.” Raj wonders if there’s a policy against dating
university students. However, he is free to talk to them. ("There’s always a catch.”) Leslie ar-
rives and engages in her usual browbeating of Sheldon, who apparently made one of those grad
students at orientation throw up. Sheldon refuses to cater to the "lesser minds,” until Ramona
Nowitzki shows up. At Sheldon’s lecture last night, she thought he was brilliant, which he com-
pletely agrees with. Howard has slowed, though. It took him a full 10 seconds before hitting
on Ramona, trying the "designed the waste disposal system on the International Space Station”
hook. However, it merely gets him an "Eww” from her. She is far more interested in Sheldon’s
paper on Grand Unification Using String-Network Condensates. He is impressed with her knowl-
edge ("An intelligent labradoodle!”), and she wants to talk with him over coffee. He doesn’t drink
coffee, but he is also in fear of eating in strange restaurants because they may only have three-
tined forks, which may as well be tridents to him. Ramona has another option: bringing food
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to his house. Sheldon has Thai food on Mondays, so he gives her what he likes. She says she’ll
bring it over, and she knows where he lives. Everybody is shocked.

At the apartment, Ramona doesn’t see the elevator’s "out of order” sign, but Penny soon
arrives and points it out to her. As they walk up, Penny finds out Ramona’s going to apartment
4A. However, it is not for a date with Leonard. Ramona is here to see Dr. Cooper. Penny is
shocked to say the least. "You're going to see Dr. Cooper? Dr. Sheldon Cooper? Tall, thin? Looks
a little like a giant praying mantis?” Ramona has a date with him? This she has to see. She
walks in with Ramona and takes a seat in the bleachers with Leonard, Raj, and Howard. As
Sheldon and Ramona exchange small talk, the gang can only stare in disbelief. Clearly on some
distant planet, this would be their Cinemax after midnight. Finally, on Ramona’s "hint” about
not bringing enough food, Leonard gets everybody out, ignoring Penny’s pleas to stay, and wishes
the two of them a fun...whatever this is. The gang consults out in the hall.

Penny: "I know this is none of my business, but what is Sheldon’s "deal”? Is it girls? Guys?
Sock puppets?”

Leonard: "Actually, we've been operating under the assumption that he had no deal.”

Howard: "Over the years, we have formed many theories about how he would reproduce. I'm
an advocate of mitosis. I think one day Sheldon will consume too much Thai food and split into
2 Sheldons.”

Leonard: "On the other hand, I think Sheldon will evolve into the larval form of his species.
He’ll wrap himself up in a cocoon and, two months later, will emerge with moth wings and an
exoskelton.”

Penny thanks them for the time (and nightmares) and departs. Clearly, Howard’s mom’s
brisket is not enough of an enticement.

The next day, Leonard meets Sheldon for breakfast. Hoping that Sheldon is not experiment-
ing with nutritional suppositories again, he quizzes Sheldon on his date last night with Ra-
mona. Sheldon is smitten with how Ramona reveres him. To prove it, she delivers his spinach-
mushroom omelette, completely untouched by human hands. She is trying to save him the 20
minutes a day he waits in line at the cafeteria so he can use it for his studies. She apparently has
also taken up the task of being his bodyguard, as she cuts off Leslie from her daily insult with a
stern, almost psychotic rebuke. She insists that Leslie cease and desist any and all insults and
be respectful and quiet if she wishes to stay. She promptly leaves...quickly followed by Leonard.

Penny walks into the apartment to deliver something for the boys and gets a gross-out worthy
of the Farrelly brothers: Ramona clipping Sheldon’s toenails while he works. Ramona suggest she
leaves, as Sheldon is busy. She’s only too glad to leave and warns Leonard not to go in there. "I
can only describe it in a therapist’s office...with dolls.” He ignores it...and immediately regrets it
as well. He does tell Sheldon that it's Halo night at Koothrappali’s. Ramona is shocked; Sheldon
is not going to Halo night. "Didn’t a great scientist once say ’science demands nothing less than
the fervent and unconditional dedication of our entire lives’?” Well, Sheldon can’t go; after all,
she quoted him, and how can he argue with...himself? To make matters worse, Ramona tells
Sheldon he must shed all of his distractions and wastes of time if he wants that Nobel prize. This
includes Halo night, paintball on weekends, even Battlestar Galactica on DVD. What follows is
a sequence of Ramona enforcing these rules, to the tune of the appropriately-titled "You Can Be
My Yoko Ono.”

Sheldon has become desperate. He goes to Penny for help because he needs to get rid of
this "relationship” with Ramona, and he feels she is an expert at ending relationships. However,
Ramona has woken to find him with Penny. Shooing him back in to return for work (of course,
Sheldon tries to pass it off as Penny’s fault), Ramona starts to resemble Laura Prepon channeling
Kathy Bates from "Misery,” making the assumption that Penny is in love with Sheldon. She
insists that Penny let Sheldon continue to be a "gift to the world.” "Yeah, he’s a gift alright,” she
replies.

Sheldon’s next tactic is to contact Leonard. While he’s sleeping. With morse code against
his bedroom wall. Leonard rebukes him, but this only results in Sheldon entering his room.
Sheldon needs Leonard to help him. He invokes the Skynet Clause, but Ramona is not a cyborg
that Sheldon created and has gone crazy. The Body Snatchers Clause doesn’t work either. By
the time Leonard tells Sheldon invoking the Gozilla Clause only works if Ramona is destroying
Tokyo, she has ferried Sheldon back to his bed.

The next day, some great news: Sheldon has finished proving his theory of string-network
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condensates. He and Ramona are very excited, and he says he couldn’t have done it without
her. As a thank you, she makes one tiny request: he names the theory the "Cooper-Nowitzki
Theorem.” He asks if she wants him to share credit for the theorem, and she says yes. That was
the string that broke the physicist’s back: he throws her out.

Back at the university, another woman walks up to Sheldon to say what a big fan she is
of him. His completed paper completely took his breath away. She’s going to come to his house
with his traditional Thursday night pizza from Giacomo’s. It’s deja vu all over again, but of course
Sheldon doesn’t realize it.

Leonard has had enough. Unfortunately, Sheldon has had too much. Thai food, that is. The
fifth helping of pad thai has a horrifying effect on Sheldon, and he splits into two! TWO SHEL-
DONS!!! Thankfully, it was only a Thai food-induced nightmare for Leonard.
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The Panty Pinata Polarization

Season 2
Episode Number: 24
Season Episode: 7

4 \
Originally aired: = Monday November 10, 2008
Writer: Tim Doyle, Bill Prady, Steven Molaro, Jennifer Glickman
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Guest Stars: Analeigh Tipton (Analeigh), Samantha Potter (Model)
Production Code: 3T7357
Summary: When Sheldon bans Penny from the apartment for numerous minor

infractions, she decides to retaliate. Howard and Raj search for the
America’s Next Top Model house.

If it's Wednesday, it must be Klingon Bog-
gle night at the guys’ apartment. And
if you go by Howard’s word, there is a
Klingon word for "meat-filled dumpling.”
However, Raj calls B.S. on him, and he
is out of luck. Penny comes in to watch
TV. Her TV is getting nothing but static,
most likely because she hasn’t paid her
cable bill. She turns on "America’s Next
Top Model,” which turns the guys on. (By
guys, that means everybody but Sheldon,
who continues Klingon Boggle completely
unaffected and oblivious to the others.)
Howard spots many a woman who could
be the future Mrs. Wolowitz, replacing the
current Mrs. Wolowitz, AKA his mother.
When Howard inquires about a crying
woman on the show, Penny tells him that nobody else in the house likes her. Howard is shocked.

"Wait a minute. You're telling me I'm in driving distance of a house filled with aspiring super-
models? And they live together and shower together and have...naked pillow fights?”

Apparently, the bad economy is less of a deterrent to force Penny to pay her cable bill than
Howard is.

Howard and Raj are glued to the TV, watching the models. Nobody’s been kicked off yet, but
Giselle’s underwater photo shoot did not go well. When they spot the house, Raj makes sure they
have the star positions and physical landmarks so they can triangulate the house’s position. Of
course, Leonard makes the mistake of asking why. "Every week, they kick out a beautiful girl,
making her feel unwanted and without self-esteem. AKA the future Mrs. Wolowitz!” As Sheldon
argues about his burger (medium-well, dill pickle slices, individual relish packets, onion rings,
but NO extra breading!) Penny joins the cadre of reality-TV converts (again, everybody but Shel-
don, who argues that the show was not on the standard list of shows they watch) As Sheldon
goes to the kitchen, Penny enjoys the banter while she takes an onion ring from Sheldon’s food.

GASP!!! Everybody panics!

Everybody yells at Penny to put it back the way she found it. They quickly clam up as Sheldon
returns, but as soon as Sheldon notices the food placement discrepancy, they fold like a house
of cards and narc on Penny. She apologizes but is a little too dismissive for Sheldon’s liking.
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This is her second strike, according to him. 3 strikes and she’s out. ("It’'s a sports metaphor.”) It
would seem that strike one was 8 months ago when Penny forwarded Sheldon some “"banalaties”
through email. (What most people would call funny pictures of LOL Cats.) Leonard tries to calm
the situation, explaining everybody goes through this, and the strikes come off after a year.
(Sooner if you take Sheldon’s class.) Penny is now held to the same standard because she’s
part of the group now. ("One of us! One of us!”) She sits down, exasperated...in Sheldon’s spot.
Leonard tries to explain about Sheldon’s spot, but Penny decides to go Rosa Parks on him. She’s
not moving, earning her third strike and banishment from the apartment.

At The Cheesecake Factory, Howard and Raj have triangulated the "Model” house to a three
square mile radius in the Hollywood Hills. Or Durham, North Carolina. (I drove there after the
show; it’s not in Durham, trust me.) Leonard is realistic in thinking there’s no way they’ll get
near that house, but Howard knows ”if they can put Neil Armstrong on the moon, before this
year is out, they’ll put a Wolowitz on one of America’s Next Top Models.” Penny arrives to take
their usual orders but seems to forget Sheldon. It wasn’t an accident: Sheldon is banished from
the Cheesake Factory. He has three strikes: coming in, sitting down, and that Penny doesn’t
like his attitude. Sheldon protests strenuously, however the policy at the restaurant is now "no
shoes, no shirt, no Sheldon.” ("I bet we could sell that sign all over Pasadena.”) Leonard takes
Penny aside and tries to smooth things over. He had a long talk with Sheldon and thinks he can
get Penny’s ban lifted if she just apologizes. She refuses to apologize to Sheldon and cannot see
how the guys keep allowing Sheldon’s insane behavior to go unchecked.

"We're not encouraging him. It's more like...knuckling under.” (it doesn’t work)

Later, she brings out the food, including Sheldon’s at the behest of her manager. She encour-
ages him to have his bacon barbecue cheeseburger. She dares him.

Now it’s time for Sheldon’s reply to Penny’s defiance. As the guys locate the "Model” house
(courtesy of Howard’s friend at NORAD), Penny brings them her laptop, which has lost it’s wi-fi
access. Sheldon has blocked her from piggybacking on the guys’ wi-fi access, complete with a
nasty video message. Leonard warns her not to reply back, as "he’s one lab accident away from
being a supervillain.” Penny is unfazed, she was in Junior Rodeo and can hogtie and castrate
Sheldon within 60 seconds. Howard offers to fix the wi-fi, but Sheldon has already anticipated
this and given everybody an additional strike for circumventing his rules.

The ball is now in Penny’s court. She is waiting for Sheldon as he heads down for laundry
night on Saturdays at 8:15. Following him down to the laundry room, warning him that he may
find something "unpleasant.” Sure enough, every washer is taken. Of course, Sheldon could find
another night to do his laundry, but being a creature of habit, this is a scary proposition for him.
Soon, however, he’s figured out a way to solve this. When Penny doesn’t get her laundry out right
away, he decides to take it upstairs and prove how well he knows the laws of physics...

He demands an apology, she refuses, and now she has to get a long stick and play “panty
pinata.” Leonard walks right in and can’t believe this is happening. Penny is ready to take it to
“junior rodeo” level, but Leonard has one more card to play. His last resort is to hand Penny
a note. It's "Sheldon’s Kryptonite.” Even Penny is shocked by how horrible the suggestion is.
However, "it'll shorten the war by 5 years and save millions of lives!”

Sheldon receives a call from his mother. Sheldon is horribly shocked by what his mom wants.

“But she sat in my spot and touched my food! OK, I took her clothes, but she started it! I
don’t think Jesus would be concerned with this! OK, I don’t know what Jesus would consider
important, but...”

Sheldon is upset that Leonard told on him, but the damage is done. A broken Sheldon returns
all of Penny’s clothes, completely folded, and apologizes for everything he did. She is no longer
banned. She is glad that this is over, but Sheldon admits what she did was well-played. And to
quote Cliff Robertson in "Spider-Man,” "with great power comes great responsibility.” Hopefully,
Howard and Raj know this as they successfully infiltrate the "Model” house posing as cable
(actually satellite) repairmen.
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The Lizard-Spock Expansion

Season 2
Episode Number: 25
Season Episode: 8

( \
Originally aired: = Monday November 17, 2008
Writer: Bill Prady, David Goetsch, Jennifer Glickman
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Recurring Role: Carol Ann Susi (Mrs. Wolowitz)

Guest Stars: Sara Rue (Dr. Stephanie Barnett), Jennifer Hale (News Announcer),
Robert Clotworthy (Announcer)

Production Code: 3T7358

Summary: Sheldon wants to use an alternate version of rock-paper-scissors to
help resolve conflicts. A girl Wolowitz has a major crush on falls for
Leonard.

Saturn 3 or Star Trek: Deep Space 9?
That is the question that Sheldon and
Raj must answer. Both want to watch the
respective shows, and using Leonard’s
suggestion of Babylon 5 as a compro-
mise just won’t work. Raj suggests the old
standby of rock-paper-scissors, but Shel-
don declines. Explaining that people who
know each other will tie 75-80% of the
time, he suggests Rock-Paper-Scissors-
Lizard-Spock. (Which we’ll call RPSLS so I
don’t make my carpal tunnel worse.) The
rules:

1. Scissors cuts Paper

2. Paper covers Rock

. Rock crushes Lizard
Lizard poisons Spock
Spock smashes Scissors
. Scissors decapitates Lizard
. Lizard eats Paper
. Paper disproves Spock
. Spock vaporizes Rock

10. Rock crushes Scissors

Of course, Sheldon and Raj both pick Spock. Fortunately, there’s a knock at the door. Unfor-
tunately, it's Howard, regaled in an interesting satin shirt with a Mardi Gras-like pattern and an
eye patch. (this time, it’s not pinkeye) As Howard is going to a club tonight, he needs a "hook,”
something that the ladies will take note of. Then it’s time for the "n’eggs”: negative statements
that sound like compliments to throw women off their game. He tries one on Penny. "You know,
not a lot of women can look as hot as you with greasy hair.” That gets him a pull and snap-back
on his eye patch.

Sheldon has another problem with the TV: he refuses to watch "The Clone Wars” TV series
until he first sees the "Clone Wars” movie, as he "wants to be disappointed in the order George
Lucas intended.” Since Leonard does want to see it, it’s time for another round of RPSLS. Only
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this time, Leonard is smart enough to give up. Leonard gets a call from Howard, who seems to
be in trouble at the Mars Rover Control Room. It’s a Defcon 5 situation, which Leonard doesn’t
realize means "no danger.” But Sheldon, clearly familiar with the movie "Wargames,” is more than
happy to tell him. However, Raj thinks 5 IS worse than 1, as the Star Trek films demonstrate.
Before Sheldon and Raj get into a big shouting match, Leonard goes.

As they get to the university (and thankfully, the end of the Star Trek movie argument),
Howard explains the big problem: he ran the Mars Rover into a ditch and can'’t get it out. Clearly
he does not appear to be having a case of RWI (Rovering While Impaired), so there’s only one
other explanation: he convinced a woman she could drive the Mars Rover. We are introduced to
his date: Dr. Stephanie Barnett. As the eye patch and shirt motif was copied by 3 other guys
at the club, he resorted to allowing her to drive the Mars Rover. Howard needs Leonard to get
Stephanie home and for Sheldon and Raj to help him with the Rover. Howard is convinced she
likes him. However, going by the fact that Stephanie is all over Leonard in the car, one might say
she likes Leonard more. Truth be told, Howard never had a shot with Stephanie. He did have an
eye patch, after all. Clearly, Leonard likes this turn of events and asks if he can see her again.
Her reply: "You're not done seeing me now.” All this while Howard is in a river of excrement in
a Native American vessel without means of propulsion. They get out of the control room after
getting the hard drives, surveillance tapes, and wipe off all the counters of their fingerprints.
(fortunately, it works)

Back at home, Leonard secretly signals to Sheldon he wishes to talk. Sheldon goes...after
informing everybody that Leonard is secretly signaling to him that he wishes to talk. Leonard
wants Sheldon to cover for him as he goes out. However, he doesn’t tell Sheldon where he’s
going, so this exercise really isn’t necessary. However, Sheldon is trapped and needs something.
Leonard just says to tell them he went to the office. But who would ask? Leonard just leaves and
doesn’t worry about it, until nobody asks where he’s going. Thankfully, he doesn’t have to hear
Penny’s retelling of Howard asking her to drive the Mars Rover once, asking her "are you from
Mars, because your ass is out of this world.”

On their date, Stephanie relates her day, taking out an appendix, a gall bladder, and a foot-
and-a-half of bowel...all from one guy. (and all for nothing since the guy croaked, anyway) It was
certainly busier than Leonard’s day of thinking of stuff. (and writing some of it down) Stephanie
finishes dinner...and starts on Leonard. All of this would be great, only Howard calls. Her an-
swering machine picks it up, on which Howard says that he wants to invite her to dinner. The
brisket at his mother’s house practically melts in your mouth, according to Leonard. Later, an-
other message: Howard’s aunt and uncle are coming in from Palm Springs, and that Stephanie
is half-Jewish on his mother’s side. They make it to the bedroom, and ANOTHER message: his
cousins are coming in from Florida to meet her, and they're going to the Olive Garden. (well, his
mother thinks so, she has a coupon)

In the laundry room, Penny notices Leonard’s new shirts and asks who the new girl is. Ap-
parently, the last time Leonard bought a new shirt is when he and Penny had their date. ("Next
time you see Koothrappali, could you tell him that?” Leonard pleads) Leonard asks her if he is
a bad person because he is dating someone that his friend thinks he is dating, even though
he’s not. As this friend is Wolowitz, her reply is to the point: "Screw him. You're fine.” She’s
even more impressed with Leonard when she correctly guesses they’ve slept together. However,
Leonard knows he has to tell Howard the truth. He goes to Howard’s house—or as Howard puts
it, his little slice of hell—and asks to talk to him. He wants to confess, but it turns out not to
be necessary...Stephanie dumps him right then and there over the phone. Leonard may as well
be Fredo, because he is dead to Howard. (at least Howard doesn’t have to worry about Leonard
trying to visit his mother)

Back at the apartment (and another failed round of RPSLS for the last dumpling), Leonard
tries to talk to Howard, but he’s having none of it. According to Howard’s translator, Sheldon, "he
is employing a schoolyard paradigm in which you are, for all intents and purposes, deceased. He
intends to act on this by not speaking to you, feigning an inability to hear you when you speak,
and otherwise refusing to acknowledge your existence.” Leonard is upset because he didn’t intend
this. These sorts of things can happen—never to Leonard, but they do happen. Stephanie, AKA
Mrs. Dead to Me, enters, disappointed that Leonard can’t make headway. Dinner will just be for
3, then. Stephanies friend, Lisa, just went through a bad breakup, and Stephanie thought she
could use a date with someone fun like Howard.
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“Leonard!! Stephanie!! You're alive!!!”

However, judging by the message Howard later leaves for Lisa, which sound strangely like
the ones he left for Stephanie, it may not be good for Howard to be too optimistic. Even worse,
Howard won'’t get the credit that the Mars Rover he crashed inadvertently found proof of previous
life on Mars.
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The White Asparagus Triangulation

Season 2
Episode Number: 26
Season Episode: 9

4 N\
Originally aired: = Monday November 24, 2008
Writer: Steven Molaro, David Goetsch, Richard Rosenstock, Stephen Engel
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Guest Stars: Sara Rue (Dr. Stephanie Barnett)
Production Code: 3T7359
Summary: Sheldon tries to help move Leonard’s new relationship along, because

his track record with women has been less than successful. But will
he cause more trouble than good?

It’s comforting to see Sheldon and Penny
having a pleasant conversation. It's a
shame that Sheldon is trying to talk like
a 14-year old from the suburbs trying to
talk street. He’s attempting to strike up
a casual conversation in order to bring
up an awkward question or statement.
Penny is freaked, but she’ll bite. Sheldon
brings up Leonard’s girlfriend, Stephanie.
Penny already knew that she was a surgi-
cal resident and that Stephanie had slept
with Leonard. However, Sheldon tells her
_ that, of the handful of women Leonard
has been out with, Stephanie is the only one he has ever found tolerable.

"Well, what about me?”

"The statement stands for itself.”

Sheldon requests that Stephanie not see Penny as a sexual rival, even if Penny’s "hypothala-
mus is swimming in a soup of estrogen and progesterone that even Leonard seems like a viable
sexual candidate.” Sheldon tells Penny she must find a way to suppress her libido in those
situations.

"I'll just think about you, Sheldon.”

"Whatever works for you. Peace out!”

Leonard having a lovely dinner with Stephanie. Unfortunately, Sheldon is having a lovelier
dinner with Stephanie. Leonard can only look on with the anger of a Greg Brady after losing a bet
as "Bobby” interferes on his date by discussing pasta with Stephanie. Unable to engage Leonard,
Sheldon takes the initiative by finding out Stephanie likes strawberries, has never witnessed a
violent crime, and interned for medical school in Galveston. It was an incredible coincidence,
because Sheldon spent a lot of time there, having picked up radiation from a homemade CAT
scanner. Needless to say, Leonard is not happy with Sheldon being on the date. Leonard wants
to know why Sheldon is interfering. Naturally, Sheldon has an answer...

“Look, if you fail at this relationship, and history suggests that you will, we risk losing the
Medical Officer our landing party has always needed...See, you're Kirk, I'm Spock, Wolowitz is
Scotty, Koothrappali is the guy who always gets killed, and now we have our McCoy!” (Sheldon
even greets Stephanie with the Vulcan “live long and prosper” hand gesture.)
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Date #2 seems innocent enough for Stephanie and Leonard. At the movie theatre, Stephanie
is relating a funny story to Leonard about the E.R. Speaking of E.R.’s (and the people who might
need one) Sheldon appears after extensively searching Leonard’s computer for clues as to where
they had gone. Sheldon goes and looks for seats, even though Leonard and Stephanie already
have them. Sheldon is looking for the acoustic sweet spot in the theatre, so he bellows out
several sounds to find it. (He forgot his toy xylophone.) Turns out Leonard and Stephanie had
the acoustic seats all along. However, Sheldon prefers Leonard’s seat, even moving in front of
Leonard to get the full THX feel of the sound in the theatre.

Of course, Sheldon is just getting warmed up. Interrupting Leonard while he is asleep, Shel-
don points out that Stephanie’s Facebook page lists her as "single” rather than ”in a relationship.”
Worse, she threw a digital sheep at a guy named Mike. (That slut!) Leonard tries to spell it out...

”OK, I'm going to make this very simple for you. YOU are not in this relationship. I am. Ergo,
you have ***NO*** say in anything that happens between me and Stephanie!”

"I'm afraid I can’t allow that. Pursuant to Starfleet General Order 104, Section A, you are
deemed unfit and I am relieving you of command.”

"Starfleet General Order 104, Section A does not apply in this situation.”

"Give me one good reason why not.”

As Sheldon is having no luck getting through to Leonard (and reality is having no luck getting
through to him), he invokes Penny’s help. To his credit, he is improving in his social skills by
bringing Penny a loaf of banana bread. Of course, he brings the bread as an opportunity for
impromptu conversation. After a quick critique of the state of Penny’s apartment, he gets to his
point: obtaining data on how Leonard’s other relationships have failed. Naturally, he thought of
Penny first. He wants to know what Leonard did that made Penny "pop a cap in his emotional
buttocks.” (More urban slang.) Penny breaks down: "we were young and very much in love, but
we could only communicate through a time-traveling mailbox at my lake house.” Apparently,
Penny is Sandra and Leonard is Keanu, and there isn’t a speeding bus anywhere near them.

Sheldon is getting more and more desperate: he asks the advice of Howard and Raj. Even
they are shocked. They do agree with Sheldon about Leonard’s dating record, though. Joyce Kim
defected to North Korea after 27 days, 2 booty calls with Leslie Winkle merely earned him the
nickname "Speed of Light Leonard,” and a dinner with Penny that made Britney Spears’ first mar-
riage look like "From Here to Eternity.” But what do they do about Leonard? Raj’s suggestion: to
make Leonard more appealing to Stephanie, kill all the other men on the planet. Howard’s advice:
don’t spritz with that body spray from the commercial that makes the women take their clothes
off, since it doesn’t work, no matter how much of it you use. With Sheldon’s two best suggestions
thus far being apocalyptic genocide and "easy on the cologne,” Sheldon returns to Penny with
another new tactic: zucchini bread and pinpointing Penny’s menstrual cycle. Apparently dur-
ing the ovulation period, female primates (apes, chimpanzees, Penny) secrete pheromones when
their mate is being courted by a rival. The rest of the question is obscured by Penny slamming
the door in Sheldon’s face. Clearly, he is 14 days too early.

Leonard is having another dinner with Stephanie, although he thinks he ruined it before
Sheldon got there. ("Leonard, you had some cheese dip, you farted, I thought it was cute.”)
Sheldon is grunting away in the kitchen. The reason: he’s trying to get Leonard to open a jar of
white asparagus, making Leonard the alpha male in the house. (Sheldon thinks that Stephanie
will release the oxytocin needed to help things.) Since Leonard can’t punch Sheldon in the face to
prove it, he tries to open the jar. It still won’t open, so he bangs the lid to loosen it. Unfortunately,
Leonard breaks the jar and cuts his hand open in the process. Not a problem, Dr. Stephanie can
stitch that up. Leonard will come right along, just after getting queasy and throwing up in the
sink, right on Sheldon’s defrosting steak. Leonard gets stitched up right away, and Stephanie
thought he did well for such a crybaby. Leonard can deny all he wants, but of course Sheldon
doesn’t take his side on the whole crying issue.

Back home, Raj wants to see Leonard’s stitches. So does Wolowitz, which also answers the
question of why Howard never went to medical school. (At least he didn’t hit the steak) Penny
enters to inform everybody that Leonard updated his Facebook status to say he’s in a relation-
ship. Everybody thinks he’s too needy, except that it was Sheldon that hacked in and updated
his Facebook page. In spite of the fact that Leonard’s password is easy to hack (Kal-El), Leonard
completely loses it...
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“Are you insane? Now she’s going to think I'm desperate! You've destroyed this relationship!
And you know what the worst part is!?!? You don’t even UNDERSTAND what you did wrong
because you can’t even conceive of something that you're not an expert in!!!!”

”**n** which I'm not...”

However, things turn completely around. On Stephanie’s Facebook page, it now says that Dr.
Stephanie Barnett is in a relationship with Dr. Leonard Hofstadter.” Leonard can’t believe it: he
has a girlfriend. And it’s Dr. Sheldon Cooper for the win.
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The Vartabedian Conundrum

Season 2
Episode Number: 27
Season Episode: 10

e ™)
Originally aired: = Monday December 8, 2008
Writer: Chuck Lorre, Steven Molaro, Bill Prady, Richard Rosenstock
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Guest Stars: Sara Rue (Dr. Stephanie Barnett)
Production Code: 3T7360
Summary: Leonard seeks Penny’s counsel when his relationship with Stephanie

takes off faster than he’d like. Sheldon’s hypochondriac tendencies get
the better of him.

Stephanie must be a really good girlfriend
to examine Sheldon at their apartment.
Mercifully, none of the examination in-
volves the phrase "turn your head and
cough.” Although Stephanie can’t find it,
Sheldon insists that he constantly hears
an annoying sound. Coincidentally, so
does Leonard, although we can safely as-
sume it's a different sound. Hypochon-
driac Sheldon is convinced it is a tu-
mor, although Leonard theorizes that it
could be a bacterial infection caused by

: : all those "toilet swirlies” Sheldon got as a
child. (Even in church) Stephame remains professmnal and gives Sheldon a cootie shot before
she and Leonard go to bed. However, Sheldon calls an emergency house meeting to discuss the
fact that Leonard’s girlfriend is now living with him. Although, we are uncertain if it falls under
the jurisdiction of a) 10 consecutive nights in a row, b) nine days within a three-week period, or
c) all weekends and three weeknights within the same calendar month. Granted, Leonard only
initialed the clause because he didn’t realize it would ever happen. However, new provisions that
are now in effect include: individual shelves in the refrigerator, one extra vacuuming of the apart-
ment per week to account for the extra dead skin cells, that Stephanie does not intend to play a
brass or percussive instrument. The provision about bathroom schedule can be discussed at a
later time, as women have "different needs.”

The morning is going about as painfully for Leonard, who has to deny Sheldon’s request for
Stephanie to give him a prostate exam, in spite of the fact Sheldon will gladly supply the latex
gloves. This somehow segues into Sheldon asking Stephanie if Leonard satisfied her sexually last
night. He figures that he has the right to ask since Leonard did last night, many times...and only
got the answer just now. Excedrin headache #3 for Leonard proceeds to walk in wearing only her
underwear, demanding coffee. Stephanie is taken aback, since she has never seen, nor heard
about, Penny before today. Leonard tries lamely to cover for it by saying Penny is one of many
neighbors that they visit...very casual, no dress code. Leonard even goes down to the third floor
to have cereal with Mrs. Vartabedian downstairs. Thankfully, Stephanie has to head off to work,
allowing Penny to inquire about Stephanie. Clearly things are going well, as Sheldon confirms
they are living together...”like hippies.” Leonard, in typical male fashion, denies that they are
living together. Penny decides to head to his bedroom to find out for certain.
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“Don’t you think if a woman was living with me that I'd be the first one to know about it?”

”Oh, sweetie, you'd be the last one to know about it.”

There is plenty of evidence for the prosecution. Either Stephanie has several dresses in
Leonard’s closet, or Leonard is president of the Eddie Izzard Fan Club. Fuzzy slippers, scented
candles, floral-print bed sheets, body lotion, and a picture at Disneyland are among many of the
"manly” things that have taken over Leonard’s bedroom. However, his missing Bat Signal is the
smoking gun: they're living together! A fact later confirmed by the wool/fire ant blend pants that
Stephanie bought for Leonard, which are having the effect the typical wool/fire ant blend fabric
would have.

In the building’s laundry, Leonard is washing the wool/fire ant blend pants when Penny
comes down. She points out that Leonard can’t wash the wool/fire ant blend pants in a washing
machine. Leonard is relieved...and starts the washer with the pants in it. Clearly something
is bothering Leonard, and Penny asks about it. Leonard seems to be having trouble with the
pace at which his relationship with Stephanie is doing. Penny tells him to voice his feelings
about Leonard’s relationship with Stephanie to her. Leonard doesn’t think that’s a good idea, but
Penny convinces him that he needs to tell Stephanie that he needs the relationship to move at a
pace with which they’re both comfortable. Leonard decides that’s what he’ll do, although he asks
Penny to say it...or at least go with him.

Somehow, Sheldon has convinced Stephanie to give him another examination. Shockingly,
Stephanie DOES find something wrong with Sheldon’s larynx. She recommends he not talk...IMMEDIATELY!
True to the doctor’s word, Sheldon complies with the "Sheldonectomy.” Leonard is certainly
pleased with this prospect, but "he needs to talk” to Stephanie. In "that” way. Stephanie is
supportive and wants Leonard to share his feelings. However, Leonard’s unfamiliarity with this
situation is not helping. He tries to tell Stephanie that they need to move at their pace...except he
forgot what Penny told him. Stephanie decides that it would be better if she shares her feelings
with him. However, her feelings would require Leonard wait an hour because he just ate. Except
that’s for swimming. They quickly head for the bedroom.

Leonard heads back down to the laundry, where Penny has put his stuff in the dryer. Penny
wonders how it went, but Leonard’s open shirt and disheveled hair told the entire story. He tried
to explain his feelings, but somehow the topic changed. Penny is surprised; mostly by the amount
of time it took. Penny pushes him to give it another try.

"Leonard, you are entitled to try and make things go the way you want them to! You don’t
always have to go along with what the woman wants....What?”

“Nothing, just re-evaluating my whole life.”

Leonard goes back upstairs and tries again, but it seems that whole sex thing keeps getting
in the way. He starts with "Stephanie, I really like you...” but Stephanie sees it a mile away.

"Here comes the speech. The whole I really like you but maybe we should spend less time
together because I need my space. But I'll call you on Tuesday,” and you don’t, so I try and call
you but you don’t call me back, and then I run into you at the coffee shop and you try and
pretend like you've been having problems with your voicemail, even though I know you're lying,
but I pretend like I don’t care even though I'm dying inside...” She starts to cry, and Leonard has
to backpedal and say he ONLY was saying that he really likes her.

At the university, Leonard is sporting the latest look from Stephanie. Even though he hates
the sweater, it’s good to know one of those birds on the opening theme to "The Partridge Family”
can still find work. Leonard has to consult Howard and Raj because he and Stephanie are getting
new curtains, a dust ruffle, and a duvet for the bed, which Leonard would not want even if he
knew what it was. The problem is, every time he tries to break up with Stephanie, she cries, and
they end up having sex. That’s better than Raj, as it is usually the other way around. Howard
recommends dumping Stephanie with a text message. Leonard considers that cowardly, but then
he is wearing a bird sweater. He texts Stephanie that it would be better for the relationship if
she moves back to her place. Leonard is now convinced he’ll never have sex again. Her text reply
seems to contradict that, and he’s off.

Sheldon is still without voice, so he uses his computer to ask Penny for some herbal tea. If
possible, he’d also like a bit of hiney with it...actually, that’s "honey.” Damn typo.
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The Bath Item Gift Hypothesis

Season 2
Episode Number: 28
Season Episode: 11

( N\
Originally aired: = Monday December 15, 2008
Writer: Bill Prady, Richard Rosenstock, Stephen Engel, Eric Kaplan (I)
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Guest Stars: Michael Hyatt (Charlotte), Michael Trucco (David Underhill)
Production Code: 3T7361
Summary: Much to Lenonard’s disappointment, Penny suddenly develops an in-

terest in science when a sexy new physicist joins the lab. Meanwhile,
Sheldon struggles to find an appropriate Christmas gift for Penny.

Another day, another theoretical question
at the university. Just how DOES Su-
perman keep his uniform clean? Shel-
don thinks he gets it dry-cleaned by
soaring straight through our sun. How-
ever, Howard challenges him about items
that could NOT be cleaned by our yel-
low sun, such as Kryptonian mustard. Of
course, Kryptonian mustard would have
been destroyed when Krypton was, which
would be a real shame if a rogue Kryp-
tonian hot dog was hurtling towards the
earth. However, Leonard has a question
more based in reality: what if Superman
sweats? What about those Kryptonian pit
stains, Sheldon? And what if he goes to the miniature Kryptonian city of Kandor, temporarily
loses his powers, gets into a hard-fought game of Kryptonian tetherball, returns to our world,

about Kandorian dry cleaners from Sheldon because the guys notice one of their colleagues,
who recently won the Macarthur Genius Grant: David Underhill. Leonard is not impressed, most
likely because the work David did in observing high-energy electrons first proved the existence
of galactic dark matter invalidated most of his work. "He was in the right place at the right time
with the right paradigm-shifting reinterpretation of the universe. He got lucky,” opines Leonard.
Of course, the fact that he’s a total hunk (and I'm secure enough in my manhood to say that)
doesn’t hurt his general outlook on life, either. Raj has a man-crush, although Howard thinks
he’d be more into Zac Efron if he went that way. David, however, needs to ask a favor of Leonard.
He wants to work with Leonard on a project in the photomultiplier lab. Leonard agrees, giving
David his phone number, his cell, his work number, and his parents’ number in New Jersey, as
they always know how to reach him. Given Leonard’s prior opinion, the boys are stunned.

"What? You've never seen a hypocrite before?”

Leonard arrives at the apartment, missing Wii Bowling Night (and Howard sucking at it),
because he was working with Dave in the lab. Seems Leonard has a new BFF, something that’s
more important than Wii Bowling Night. It turns out that Dave is very cool, as he is a Black
Diamond skier, collects vintage motorcycles, and does a spot-on impression of Steven Hawking
having phone sex. Dave and Leonard are going to the gym in the morning, so Leonard needs to
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practice his sit-ups. Yes, it’s quite the bro-mance. Of course, being the holiday season, Penny is
getting in the mood of it by asking if the guys are putting up a Christmas tree. This is a rookie
mistake. And now it’s time for the Sheldon Christmas Special...

"We do not celebrate the ancient pagan ritual of Saturnailia. (Explaining) In the pre-Christian
era, as the winter solstice approached and the plants died, pagans brought evergreen boughs
into their homes as an act of sympathetic magic to guard the plants and preserve their essences
until spring. This custom was later appropriated by northern Europeans and eventually becomes
the so-called Christmas tree.”

HOWARD: "And that, Charlie Brown, is what boredom is all about.”

Penny decides not to worry about it and puts their presents under her tree. Sheldon is freaking
out. He can’t understand why Penny would do such a thing. Even though she says he doesn’t
have to get her anything, he feels obligated now to return the gesture by trying to figure out what
Penny would want and spend the equivalent amount of money and time that she did for his gift.
WHY, PENNY, WHY??? She’s ready to throw in the towel, but Howard and Raj are happy because
they're not involved. At least until Sheldon demands a ride to the mall. After all, it's Sheldon’s
own fault that he made himself an important and integral part of Penny’s life.

Leonard and David are heading up the stairs. Well, David is helping Leonard up the stairs,
as Leonard’s ankle was injured riding David’s motorcycle. (Imagine the damage if the bike was
actually moving.) Penny meets them in the hall, and it doesn’t take long for Penny and David to
be smitten with each other. Penny is happy that the bike was OK. Leonard tells Penny that David
is a physicist, and Penny doesn’t believe it at first, as she’s used to physicists being “indoorsy
and pale.” Penny confesses to always being a science geek and always wanting to see a lab. David
invites her to go to the lab on his bike, take a ride up the coast, and have dinner. She’s only too
happy to do so, leaving Leonard on his own to figure out what just happened.

Sheldon’s gift-giving search is not going well. He can’t seem to find anything a woman would
want...in a bath & body shop. Even though they have lotions, bath oils, and soaps (AKA the Es-
trogen Hat Trick), Sheldon sees it as a “cacophonous assault of eucalyptus, bayberry, cinnamon,
and vanilla.” To be fair, though, it IS less scary than the Build-A-Bear shop next door. Howard
picks a gift basket to purchase, but Sheldon stops him. He has no knowledge of what size gift
basket to get. He experiments by "giving” the gift basket to the sales clerk.

"If I were to give you this gift basket, based on that action alone and no other data, infer and
describe the hypothetical relationship that exists between us.”

"Excuse me?”

"Here. (hands her the basket) Now are we friends? Colleagues? Lovers? Are you my grand-
mother?”

’I don’t understand what you're talking about, and you're making me a little uncomfortable.”

HOWARD: "See? It’s just like Penny. We'll take it.”

Leonard gets a little shock in the university’s cafeteria. Penny took David’s offer of looking
around the labs. Although it does leave open the question of why she always had yoga class
the many times Leonard offered the same thing over the last year and a half. David is totally
into Penny, saying she has an agile mind (among other things). Leonard wants to know if David
wants to work in the lab today. However, David is more interesting in doing some research with
Penny about the effects of tequila shots on a gorgeous 22-year-old woman. Apparently, last
night’s experiments didn’t produce enough results to formulate a solid hypothesis. They go off,
but Leonard appreciates that they asked how his leg was doing. Oh, wait...

Back at the apartment, Leonard is sleeping on the couch when Raj enters with 3 huge gift bas-
kets, Howard with 2, and Sheldon with a tiny basket and an ice cream cone. Sheldon must share
his brilliant idea with Leonard, even though Leonard didn’t ask. Sheldon’s plan is to open Penny’s
gift to him first, then excuse himself with some “gastric trouble,” and get the appropriately-priced
basket, returning the others later. Sheldon orders Howard and Raj to schlep the baskets back to
the bedroom...Leonard’s bedroom. Howard has to wonder...

"Sheesh, why could have just done what Leonard did and get Penny a new boyfriend?”

"By the way, my leg hurts, thanks for asking.”

Meanwhile, Penny is having some rum and eggnog. Minus the eggnog. It's uncertain what'’s
wrong, but Leonard doesn'’t let this get in his way as he storms into her apartment and demands
an answer to why Penny is suddenly dating someone as smart as Leonard, the very thing that
broke them up at the beginning of the season.
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“While I am perfectly happy with the way things are between us, you said you didn’t want to
go out with me because I was too smart for you. Well, news flash for you, LADY: David Underhill
is TEN TIMES smarter than me! You'd have to drive a railroad spike into his brain so I could beat
him at checkers! Next to him, I'm like one of those sign-language gorillas who know how to ask
for grapes! So my question for you is...What’s up with that???”

Penny breaks down in tears: "Why are you yelling at me?”

Leonard immediately retreats and tries to find out what’'s wrong. Apparently, David is NOT
smarter than Leonard; otherwise David would have taken the nude photos of his wife off his cell
phone before taking nude photos of his girlfriend.

“He tried to take nude photos of you?”

Leonard apologizes, although he’s not completely unhappy with this turn of events. But now
it’s Penny’s turn to attack. "And if you're 'perfectly happy’ with the way things are, then why are
you jealous?”

"Because, I...The important thing is; he’s married and that’s terrible!”

"Nice save, genius.”

She’s none too thrilled with him, but he begs to be let go on this one because it’s Christmas.
She relents and wishes him a Merry Christmas. And his leg is better, thank you very much.

It’s now time for the moment of truth: the exchange of gifts. Sheldon fears what basket he has
to give her, but he calms down when he sees Penny only got him a napkin. It seems to be a very
mundane gift, until he turns it over...

"To Sheldon, Live Long and Prosper. Leonard Nimoy.”

Sheldon is completely, totally, and UTTERLY speechless. Penny got Leonard Nimoy to sign a
napkin for him! She apologizes that the napkin is a little dirty because Leonard wiped his mouth
on it, but Sheldon is practically crying for joy...

DO YOU REALIZE WHAT THIS MEANS!!! ALL I NEED IS A HEALTHY OVUM, AND I CAN

”OK, all I'm giving you is the napkin.”

As Sheldon runs off to get his gift for Penny, she gives Leonard his gift: motorcycle lessons.
Thankfully, not letting the bike fall on you is in the first class. Penny will appreciate Leonard’s gift
just as much: 101 Cool Science Experiments for Kids. (You know, she’s SO into science.) Sheldon
comes back with the bath basket. ALL OF THEM. She’s overwhelmed, but he STILL thinks it isn’t
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The Killer Robot Instability

Season 2
Episode Number: 29
Season Episode: 12

4 )
Originally aired: = Monday January 12, 2009
Writer: Bill Prady, Richard Rosenstock, Steven Molaro, Daley Haggar
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali), Sara Gilbert (Leslie Winkle)

Guest Stars: John Ross Bowie (Barry Kripke), Carol Ann Susi (Mrs. Wolowitz)
Production Code: 3T7362
Summary: Penny’s criticism of Wolowitz’s romantic life pushes him into depres-

sion and AWOL for a fighting robot battle the rest of guys are depend-
ing on him for.

It is a great day in the land of geek. The
day when those with an advanced intel-
lect get in touch with their prehistoric Ne-
anderthal side and ready themselves to
fight in an arena of hatred and violence.
Also known as... KILLER ROBOT WARS!
The boys, led by Howard’s engineering
prowess, have designed a quality steed
in the Mobile Omnidirectional Neutral-
ization & Termination Eradicator...aka
M.O.N.T.E. With it’s razor-sharp circular
saw, one polycarbonate grinding and flip-
ping wheel, steel armor-plated exoskele-
ton top and bottom and 110 horsepower

: that can go from zero to HOLY CRAP in
4.8 seconds. They are ready to test it out. Raj wants to destroy a Magic 8 Ball to see what’s
inside, but Sheldon quickly ruins that for him. Leonard decides on the toaster oven, because it
happened to walk into the wrong boys’ bathroom at the wrong time. The machine is set (and
Raj’s "Die toaster die” remark is so inspiring), and the toaster oven is toast. This doesn’t interest
Penny, who walks up the stairs, unaware that the machine crashes through the door and is
almost given the Full M.O.N.T.E. (oh, like you didn’t see that one coming)

Penny’s interest is (semi) piqued by what the guys are doing. Shocked that she didn’t know
about the Southern California Robot Fighting League Round-Robin Invitational, Howard explains
that there’s a banquet and dance afterward. Naturally, Howard wants Penny to go, since she’d be
the only girl there. Correction...according to Howard, she’d be the only "do-able” girl there. Penny
does her normal repulsive look and calls Howard a pig. This time, however, Howard decides not
to follow Leonard’s advice to shut up and presses the issue with Penny. "How is ’do-able’ anything
but a compliment?” Of course, he’s just started digging his own grave.

“Once again, Penny and I have begun our little tango. The carnal repartee, the erotic to and
‘fro. But as delicious as the appetizer might be, at some point we will HAVE to succumb and eat
the entree while it’s still (demonstrates a sizzle) hot!”

Today, it would appear that, after 18 months, Penny has reached her limit.

"Normally, I can just ignore you. I get it, you're a little peculiar. Like Sheldon...”

"EXCUSE ME, Penny. But in this room, you're the one who’s a little peculiar.”

"You may be right. But back to you. I know you think you're just some smooth-talking ladies
man, but the truth is you are just pathetic and creepy.”
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”So...what are you saying?”

"I am saying it is not a compliment to call me do-able. It is not sexy to stare at my ass and
say 'Oooh, it must be jelly ’cause jam don’t shake like that.” And most of all, we are NOT dancing
a tango, we're NOT to-ing and fro-ing, nothing’s going to happen between us! EVER!”

A few words got through to Howard’s thick skull: "Wait a minute. We're not flirting, you're
serious.” And here come the rest...

“Flirting? You think I'm flirting with you?!? No woman is ever going to flirt with you! You're
just going to grow old and die alone!”

The guys are shocked; even Sheldon knows she went over the line. But the damage is done;
Howard goes home to "live his creepy and pathetic life.” Although Raj thinks maybe Penny could
be entered in the Killer Robot Competition.

Sadly, Penny’s words were like daggers; Howard is in bed and hasn’t gone to work. Even
his mother is concerned that he hasn’t gone to school and asks if Leonard should bring him
his homework. Overhearing Howard’s argument with his mother over the phone-over a popsicle,
Leonard gives up. However, Howard’s placement on the D.R. (depression reseverve) list is badly-
timed. A co-worker, Kripke, comes by to challenge the guys about their killer robot. Apparently,
Kripke has about the same sex life as the guys, especially given that he sounds like the love child
of Elmer Fudd and the Impressive Clergyman from "The Princess Bride.”

"Well, if you have any delusions about entering him against my wobot, the Kwipke Kwip-
pler, in the Southern Cawifornia Wobot Fighting Weague Wound-Wobin Invitational, aka the
S.C.R.F.L.R.R.I, his name is going to be Scwap Metal.”

Well, Sheldon knows trash talk when he hears it...

“Your robot is inferior. And it will be defeated by ours because ours EXCEEDS yours in both
design and execution. Also, I'm given to understand your mother is overweight....but if you're
mother is overweight because of a glandular condition and not sloth and gluttony, then I retract
that comment.” (there are boundaries, after all)

Kripke offers a compromise: a war in the lab tomorrow. Leonard declines because Howard
is on D.R. because he is pathetic and creepy and can’t get girls. Kripke refuses that excuse, as
EVERYBODY is pathetic and creepy and can’t get girls.

Leonard goes to Penny’s apartment and asks her to apologize to Howard. She staunchly re-
fuses at first, but Leonard tries sympathy, saying Howard’s been in bed for two days. ("Probably
with a blow-up doll.”) But Leonard presses on, saying that Penny has two sides: she has that
overexposed-to-gamma-rays thing going on. She’s usually a sweet Bruce Banner, but sometimes
she can turn into a grrrrrrr. ("A bear?”) Leonard drops the Hulk reference to offer Penny advice
on how to say what she said in a nicer way. After she Bronx cheers that idea away, he goes for
the jugular, reminding Penny, on the day they met, how he went to her ex-boyfriend’s apartment
to get back her TV, only to return in his underwear.

"And you said you owed me one!”

“That’s no fair.”

"I had no pants!!”

Penny heads to Howard’s house. In spite of Howard’s objection to see her, Penny slips past his
mom and goes upstairs. Penny chooses her words carefully, apologizing for some things that she
said. About Howard. Apparently, he has feelings, and apparently she hurt them. So she’s sorry.
Howard tells her to leaving, saying he’s over it, refusing to be “traumatized by some random
comment made by some random woman.” Penny should have ran out, because Howard sobs like
a little girl. Meanwhile, the Kwipke Kwippler is warming up for its match with M.O.N.T.E.—by
destroying a Chevy Cavalier. Leonard and Raj want to give in, but Sheldon refuses to run away
from a fight. ("Oh, please. We've been running away from fights our whole life. I can squeeze
through a fence half my size.”) Sheldon, however, has every confidence in their robot, because
the robot has no fear and Sheldon can prepare him. ("Why not prepare him with a bladder and
shorts so he can wet himself?”) Sheldon tells him to have faith in him, as engineering is the slow
younger brother of physics. He can modify M.O.N.T.E.—as soon as he figures out how to open
the toolbox.

Penny is consoling a crying Howard, who is relating stories of his youth. In particular, he
laments about a girl who had the hottest overbite, once the braces came off (like a sexy chip-
munk). He even wrote a song about her. (I'm not listing the whole thing; just substitute the
words "Marcy Grossman” for the words "My Girl” in the famous Temptations song.) Marcy smiled
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at him...and spit in his hair. Before Howard gets to what happened in the 10th grade, Penny
stops him and wonders if he might try too hard. She tells him that his smart, funny, and has a
cool job.

“I've know you for like a year and a half and this is the first time I feel like I'm talking to a real
person. And you know what? I like him. He’s a nice guy.”

"You really think so?”

"I do.”

Then that sweet, kind guy that Penny hasn’t seen in a year and a half...must have gone out
for a sandwich, because Howard goes in for a kiss. He ends up with Penny’s fist instead.

In the lab, Leonard is impressed with Kripke’s robot. The blade than can spin at 3400 rpm
and cut through steel like it was "wubber” is enough for Leonard to want to leave. However,
Sheldon is trying to make up for all the painful noogies and wedgies guys like Kripke gave him
through the years, not to mention the insensitively-named Indian burns. Sheldon is convinced
he has sufficiently upgraded the robot, even though he only added fresh batteries. The battle
is on. M.O.N.T.E. is holding its own—until the Kripke Kwippler breaks out the flame thrower.
M.O.N.T.E. can’t escape faster. ("Don’t hurt us! Don’t hurt us!”

Sadly, the robot cannot be repaired. Sheldon blames his hubris and his pride for it coming
to this. He takes full responsibility. (and nobody argues) Howard and Penny arrive, Howard all
bandaged up. Penny explains he slipped and fell, and Howard agrees. But now Howard knows
"what bathtubs are capable of doing when you don’t treat them with respect.” ("Yeah. They sucker
punch you when your eyes are closed.”) Sheldon apologizes to Howard about the robot and will
help bury it in the morning. Penny wonders, "Sheldon, honey, aren’t you getting a little carried
away. It was just a toy robot.”

“Just a t-toy robot?” That makes two men Penny made cry. She knows...she has to fix it. But
Howard is not depressed; he figures he’s halfway to pity sex.
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The Friendship Algorithm

Season 2
Episode Number: 30
Season Episode: 13

( )
Originally aired: = Monday January 19, 2009
Writer: Richard Rosenstock, Bill Prady, Chuck Lorre, Steven Molaro
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)
Recurring Role: John Ross Bowie (Barry Kripke)

Guest Stars: Will Deutsch (Jeremy), Jane Galloway Heitz (Mildred), Jane Zdanow
(Rebecca)

Production Code: 3T7363

Summary: Looking to get friendly with Barry Kripke to gain access to a piece

of high-tech lab equipment, Sheldon develops a flowchart process to
make friends.

It is uncertain what gives this episode a
nicer start; the smile on Raj’s face as he
eats his tapioca pudding, or the TV-14 (D,
L) rating in the corner of the TV. How-
ever, Raj is convinced the worst concoc-
tion of tapioca pudding is still better than
the greatest of any other flavor. Natu-
rally, Sheldon disagrees and is more than
happy to say why.

“Firstly, the greatest flavor of pudding
is chocolate. Secondly, the organic struc-
ture of tapioca makes it a jiggling bowl of
potential death. It is extracted from the
plant...

“I'm thinking of growing a mustache.”
THANK YOU, HOWARD! Everybody is impressed, not only with Howard’s decision, but success-
fully cutting off Sheldon. They discuss the styles...Fu Manchu, handlebar, pencil.

“IT"S MADE FROM THE PLANT....”

"You know, George Clooney has one.” Again, thank you Howard! Raj wants to talk about
seeing George at Ralph’s Grocery Store buying Tequila, but now Sheldon looks like an extra from
the movie "Scanners.” The guys relent and let him finish before his head explodes.

“IT'S EXTRACTED FROM THE ROOT OF THE PLANT MANIHOT ESCULANTA DUE TO A
HIGH CONCENTRATION OF CYANIDE, IT IS POISONOUS IN ITS RAW FORM AND LETHAL IF
PREPARED IMPROPERLY! IT IS ALSO NATIVE TO BRAZIL, WHERE WE ALSO GET THE CO-
COA BEAN WHICH IS MADE INTO CHOCOLATE WHICH MAKES THE BEST PUDDING! YOU
PROMISED YOU WOULDN'T DO THAT TO ME ANYMORE!”

While Sheldon recovers, Kripke comes by to congwatuwate Weonard on anti-proton decay
experiment, which had 20,000 data runs without any statistically significant results. But Raj
comforts Leonard, saying even negative results are good results. (even 20,000 of them) Trouble
is, Sheldon needs the Open Science Grid Computer that Kripke runs. Leonard informs Sheldon
that Kripke only lets his friends use it. Therefore, Sheldon’s solution is clear; he must make
friends with Kripke. He asks Kripke if he wants to be friends; Kripke declines. Sheldon is puzzled,
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given that Kripke is generally considered unlikeable. Telling Kripke that probably didn’t help, nor
insisting that Kripke re-think his position and become friends.

Back at home, Leonard is being a good friend to Penny...by reprogramming her email so that
Wolowitz’s emails go right into the spam folder. He’s sympathetic, since he got the same photo
of Wolowitz in a bathing suit...well, that was actually a tan line. Meanwhile, Sheldon is calling
Kripke to again try and be friends. He certainly gets off to a good start by questioning Kripke’s
choice of the Chef Salad at lunch, which is kitchen trickery to utilize scrap meat. Penny is im-
pressed that Sheldon is attempting to make new friends, but Leonard is pessimistic about its
success. We do, however, learn that Sheldon and Leonard became friends because there was
a flyer on the bulletin board at the university: roommate wanted: whistlers need not apply.”
Leonard accepted, thinking that Sheldon was being "whimsical” about the whistling. He appar-
ently wasn’'t however, given the first warning Sheldon issues when Leonard attempts it.

Sheldon is undaunted by his quest for figuring out how to make friends, even passing out a
questionnaire for analysis to all his friends. Penny is shocked by the 211 questions that need to
be answered (including an essay question) But Sheldon was kind enough to phrase the questions
at a high-school graduate level for Penny. She wonders why he can’t just be, um...pleasant. Well,
at least she has her essay question now. Leonard, Howard, and Raj, however, have not taken
the survey as seriously. Leonard answered the multiple-choice in a repeating pattern and said
the Sheldon can only make friends if the Cylons take over. But that’s still better than Howard,
who filled out his essay with a picture of a raccoon with an enlarged scrotum. ("But it is a
cute raccoon...’til you get to the scrotum.”) Leonard is trying to get Sheldon to see that you can’t
approach making new friends the same way Sheldon learned to swim...over the Internet. Leonard
tries again.

"My point is, if you want to learn how to make friends, just go out to a coffee shop or a
museum, meet people, talk to them, and take an interest in THEIR lives.”

"That’s insane on the face of it.”

However, Sheldon decides to head to a bookstore to find literature on the subject. After making
a grieving woman grieve even harder, Sheldon looks for books on making friends. It appears the
children’s section seems to have them. However, since Sheldon is convinced the skills can be
extrapolated and transferred, he goes in head first. Finding the book ”"Stu the Cockatoo is New at
the Zoo,” he finds what he is looking for. ("Gerry the Gerbil and the Bullies on the Bus” was NO
help whatsoever to him.) He asks a little girl in the section if she likes birds, but she says they
scare her. She does like Curious George, though. Sheldon is impressed and asks if she wants
to be his friend. Thankfully, Leonard is back to pull him out of there before it goes all Michael
Jackson on him. ("Don’t look up! There’s cameras.”)

Leonard, Raj, and Howard are returning to the apartment with dinner. Raj is very upset
he put down Sheldon’s favorite amino acid as lysine...then changed it. Sheldon is waiting for
them, hoping that his "Friendship Algorithm” works. Leonard doesn’t want to hear anymore, but
Howard thinks there could be some money made at Comic Con with this if it works. Based on
the Stu the Cockatoo book, Sheldon has set up a diagram that he will use to talk with Kripke,
including decision tracks for whatever responses Kripke gives. It goes...

Share a meal —-¢, get a hot beverage —-¢, share time with an interest of Kripke's —-¢, share
a different interest of Kripke’'s —-¢, share a different interest of Kripke's —-¢, share a different
interest of Kripke’s —-¢, share a different interest of Kripke’s (uh-oh)

Fortunately, Howard redesigns the diagram to get Sheldon out of his infinite loop. By adding
a loop counter and a direct line to the "Least Objectionable Activity,” Sheldon now has an activity
in which to join Kripke. (he has to pay, of course) The interest: rock climbing.

Of course, Sheldon learns about rock climbing over the Internet. Everything goes well, until
Sheldon sees the height of the rock-climbing wall. Sheldon offers the beverage option again,
with Kripke’s ventriloquism dummy, but Kripke "wants to cwimb some wocks.” Sheldon has
no fear of heights, although falling does seem to be a logical fear to have. However, he heads
up, and does very well, a small amount of incontinence aside. He makes it about halfway up
before committing the standard "Dizzying Heights 101” blunder: he looks down. Apparently it
IS a fear of heights. He feels like an inverse tangent function approaching an asymptote. (The
FIRST scientific/mathematical thing I ever understood from him!) Sheldon can’t seem to continue
climbing, nor does he seem to be able to climb back down. He takes the third option...and passes
out.
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Back at the apartment (and after a stirring, whistled rendition of "Sweet Georgia Brown” from
the guys), Sheldon and Kripke return from their rock-climbing adventure. They offer Kripke
some Chinese food, but he needs some dental floss first...to get the Indian food out of his teeth.
While he’s gone, Sheldon realizes that he needs to stop being friends with one of his current
friends, since maintaining 5 friendships is a Herculean task. Leonard is his roommate and ride,
so he’s safe. (But he still can’t whistle) Howard, despite his raccoon drawing, horrible cologne,
and inability to play games on the Jewish high holidays, is also safe. (Dammit) Sheldon turns to
Penny, who gets that she is not a scientist and is not "one of the guys.” But Sheldon cuts her
off...Raj is out. Apparently, putting glutamine as Sheldon’s favorite amino acid is just not good
enough. However, Raj shouldn’t go just yet, as Kripke returns from the bathroom, sharing with
the world that he likes to floss before dinner ”"so his gum pockets are open for new food.” (Oh,
THAT'S why it was TV-14). Then he turns his attention to Penny, but decides that name isn’t hot
enough. Then he turns his attention to...Roxanne.

"Suddenly I'm looking pretty good, huh?” Howard says to Penny. (BTW: Kaley, don’t break
character)

Sheldon pushes past to discuss getting time in the Open Science Grid Computer, since he
and Kripke are friends. However, there’s nothing Kripke can do, as the official schedule is out of
his control. Raj is in, Kripke is out. After all, Raj likes monkeys. And give Sheldon credit: he goes
back to the rock-climbing wall and gets much further this time...before passing out again.
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The Financial Permeability

Season 2
Episode Number: 31
Season Episode: 14

( \
Originally aired: = Monday February 2, 2009
Writer: Chuck Lorre, Steven Molaro, Richard Rosenstock, Eric Kaplan (I)
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Recurring Role: Brian Patrick Wade (Kurt)

Production Code: 3T7364

Summary: When Sheldon loans money to Penny so she can pay her rent, it leads
to Leonard coming face-to-face with her ex, Kurt.

The boys are stumped. Even Sheldon
cannot break through the logistical co-
nundrum that befalls the lot: finding the
right movie theatre and restaurant com-
bination to attend this evening. There
are many theatres and many restaurants.
However, two of them, despite having sta-
dium seating and state-of-the-art digi-
tal projections, don’t have Icee machines.
Another one has Twizzlers instead of Red
Vines. Of course, it's Sheldon who needs
his crazy delicious. Even Raj’s suggestion
of sneaking in a Slurpee from 7-Eleven is
not sufficient for Sheldon Not even an "emergency ad-hoc Slurpee/Icee equivalency” will suf-
fice. There is only one option: Leonard, Howard, and Raj go to the movie without Sheldon. Even
Sheldon agrees there was no other option.

Sheldon returns from downstairs and is opening his door. Penny races in ahead of him, telling
Sheldon to shut the door. He dutifully follows her directions. However, she opens the door and
tells him to come inside. As it turns out, Penny is hiding from the landlord; she has missed her
rent payment, among others. Unfortunately, Penny’s hours have been cut at the restaurant, and
her car broke down. This wouldn’'t be the most appropriate time to remind her of the "check
engine” light going off in her car, but obviously that would not stop Sheldon from mentioning it.

"You know, it occurs to me you could solve all your problems by obtaining more money.”

Fortunately, there’s not enough time to strangle Sheldon as he does something completely
unprecedented. He opens a trick peanut brittle can (complete with snakes) and pulls out a sig-
nificant wad of cash.

"Here. Take some. Pay me back when you can.”

"That’s a lot of money.”

"That’s why it’s guarded by snakes.”

Penny really appreciates the gesture, but she can’t take the cash. She’s worried Sheldon will
need it. However, as Sheldon’s expenses require only 46.9% of his post-tax income, he saves the
rest. Most was in the jar, a savings account, and "the hollowed-out buttocks of a superhero action
figure who shall remain nameless for his own protection...or HER own protection.” Unless they
develop an affordable technology to fuse his skeleton with adamantium like Wolverine, he can
spare the cash. Penny finally relents and takes some cash. Then some more. Then puts some
back. Then takes the rest. Penny doesn’t want things to be weird between them, but Sheldon
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would find it weirder to say hello to Penny every day on the way to work while she’s living in a
refrigerator box and washing her hair with rainwater.

The next day, while Sheldon tells Leonard why he wouldn’t mind being a pet to a race of super-
intelligent beings (it’s the belly scratching), Penny comes in, full of life and vigor. (I'm practicing
my sarcasm. What do you think?) Grabbing her mail, Sheldon hands her a box the mailman
delivered. It’s her new beret, which she quickly explains she paid for more than a month ago and
was just on backorder. Funny, but neither Sheldon nor Leonard asked about it. "I ordered it a
month ago and it just arrived, now get off my case!” Leonard confirms Sheldon is not crazy, as
he is also stumped by Penny’s defensive reaction.

While settling down for dinner later on, Howard laments that the rising cost of mushu pork
makes it tougher for him to be a bad Jew, and Leonard is happy to float Penny her cost of the
meal for tonight. She still seems to be a little defensive, though, practically demanding to pay him
back. She also snipes at Raj, who wondered (via interpretation from Howard) if he’d be getting
his meals for free if he wore skin-tight jeans and a tank top. Everybody is a little stunned, and
Raj needs to excuse himself to the bathroom, as getting yelled at apparently is not good for his
bladder. Sheldon comes in, and now it’s his turn to get jumped on by Penny, and not in a good
way.

"Yes, dinner’s here, and I'm having some. I've been having leftovers at the restaurant for four
days, and I just wanted something different. So sue me!”

"Forgive me, Penny, but that would be the very definition of a frivolous lawsuit.”

"Sheldon, I will pay you back. You just have to give me more time.”

"You seem under pressure. Did I not lend you a sufficient amount? Because I can give you
more.”

”Oh, you would just love that, wouldn’t you? Yeah, you would just love to open up your little
snake can and throw some money at the girl who couldn’t pay her bills.”

Everybody is shocked as she runs off to her apartment (after coming back and retrieving her
fortune cookie). Of course, Sheldon tells the guys that he no longer keeps his money in the snake
can. Thankfully, there’s a few 50s in Green Lantern’s ass.

Leonard comes over to find out what's wrong. Penny is enjoying her dinner by candlelit am-
biance, courtesy of the electric company. He tries to explain that Sheldon really doesn’t care
when he gets paid back. It’s one of the few idiosyncrasies that doesn’t make you want to kill him.
However, Penny is really deep in debt. Her plans of waitressing for 6 months then becoming a
movie star have gone awry. (So did the backup plan of being a TV star.) Looking at her bills,
Leonard suggests getting rid of cable (doesn’t do much good without electricity), cutting back on
the acting classes (nope, she needs those), but there is one bill that troubles him. Penny gave
$1,800 to the L.A. County Superior Court. Since she clearly didn't get a ticket for going 4,000
miles over the speed limit, he inquires. It turns out Kurt, Penny’s ex-boyfriend, got arrested for
taking a whiz on a cop car. (Fortunately, he was drunk.) She paid all of his tickets and a bench
warrant. She’s reluctant to go to him and get the money back. She thinks she has to find a
cheaper place to live. Leonard suggests getting a roommate.

"Well, do you know anybody?”

"Well, I'm sure the guy living with Sheldon wouldn’t mind moving in with you.”

"Oh, Leonard, honey. If we started living together, I wouldn’t be able to keep my hands off of
you.”

"R-R-Really?”

LTI And you thought my acting classes were a waste of money!” (Yeah, like you fell for that)

Back in the guys’ apartment, the guys are on a quest through the Valley of Fire. So is Howard’s
mushu pork, but you don’t want to know. Leonard comes in and asks the guys to accompany
him to Kurt’s to get Penny’s money back. The guys are SO enthusiastic to help him with it.

"You play a game to simulate adventure, but when there’s real adventure out there in the real
world, you guys just wimp out!”

"Leonard, do you not recall the last time we visited this man, we returned home without
pants?”

The guys outvote Leonard and decide to continue. Leonard gets mad and invokes JRR Tolkein

“"When Frodo left the shire to take the One Ring to Mordor, didn’t Samwise, Pippen, and Merry
go with him?”

"They had a terrible time, Leonard.”
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"Plus, nobody stole their pants.”

Somehow, Leonard convinces them to go. Howard’s got the entire plan ready: "Koothrappali’s
gonna wet himself, I'm going to throw up, Sheldon’s going to run away, and you're going to die.
Shall we synchronize our watches?”

Leonard confronts Kurt. Kurt remembers "Lenny,” though not Sheldon for some reason, which
irks Sheldon. Leonard presses on, saying that Penny’s in a bad financial strait, and the money
Kurt owes her would go a long way to helping her. Kurt is amused, thinking Penny sent Leonard
over, but Leonard mans up and says he’s doing this on his own. Kurt slams the door in his
face. The guys are satisfied, but Leonard refuses to go, pounding on the door and demanding
that Kurt pay up. After all, Leonard has "right” on his side. Kurt does admit he owes Penny. It's
as obvious as the writing on Leonard’s face. Literally. Leonard has "I owe Penny $1,800—Kurt”
written on his forehead in indelible ink. However, the guys are really impressed. Howard even
suggest having Leonard’s head notarized.

Penny comes to see the guys. Fortunately, Leonard has figured out to hide the ink on his
forehead...and be a member of Akon’s posse. Penny returns the money to Sheldon. She was able
to cut back her expenses, pick up a few more hours at the restaurant, and Kurt returned her
money. Apparently, he felt guilty and paid her back. Leonard wants to know what led to this
"moral epiphany.” She doesn’t know, but she is convinced Kurt has changed and will meet him
for dinner tomorrow night. But Sheldon is further impressed, saying that Leonard should wear
that ink as a badge of honor, his "warrior’s wound.” Minstrels will write songs about Leonard...

"There once was a brave lad named Leonard. With a fi-fi fiddle dee-dee. He faced a fearsome
giant. While Raj just wanted to pee.”

79



The Big Bang Theory Episode Guide

80



The Big Bang Theory Episode Guide

The Maternal Capacitance

Season 2
Episode Number: 32
Season Episode: 15

( \
Originally aired: = Monday February 9, 2009
Writer: Bill Prady, Chuck Lorre, Steven Molaro, Richard Rosenstock
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Guest Stars: Christine Baranski (Beverly Hofstadter)
Production Code: 3T7365
Summary: Sheldon hits it off with Leonard’s psychoanalyst mother, but she drives
Leonard and Penny to the bottle.
| J

"And I don’t ever want to feel...like I
did that day. Take me to the place I
love...take me all the way.”

Wow. Raj is good, and he probably
took fewer drugs in his life than Anthony
Kiedis. But that's the beauty of "Rock
Band,” where Howard is the drummer
and Sheldon is on guitar. However, af-
ter a few verses, if cats could sing, they'd
hate it, too. This is the reason for Penny
coming over to tell the guys to keep it
down. Meanwhile, Leonard is busy on the
phone. Whatever it is, he doesn’t want to
do it and is desperate to reschedule it.

- Sheldon theorizes that, since he’s hold-
ing the phone to his left ear, Leonard is accessing the analytical parts of his brain and has no
relationship with the caller. Since it’'s clearly something Leonard’s done before and is avoiding
doing now, Sheldon guesses a colonoscopy appointment. Leonard hangs up and tells us what’s
going on: his mother is coming. ("How about that? You were right.”)

Penny is heading up from the laundry when she spots a woman waiting by the broken elevator.
Even though Penny tells her it’s out of order, the woman wants to ponder the implications.
Clearly, since there is lots of dust on the sign and warning tape, there is either an incredible
amount of passivity among the 24-36 residents (based on 12 mailboxes and average population
in an urban center) or some sort of “shared delusion of functionality.”

"You must be Leonard’s mother.”

"Well I don’t know if I must be, but yes.”

The woman introduces herself as Dr. Beverly Hofstadter and is surprised that Penny is a hand-
shaker. As Penny offers to walk up with her, Dr. Hofstadter is willing to exchange pleasantries.
Penny is curious as to what Leonard was like when he was little.

”I assume you mean young; he’s always been little.”

”OK, what was he like when he was young?”

"You’ll have to be more specific.”

”Like 5 or 6?” (One evil stare later...)”5”

"Well, at that age, Leonard was in what Freud would call the phallic stage of psycho-sexual
development. An outmoded theory, of course, but the boy did spend a lot of waking hours with a
firm grasp on his penis.”
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Clearly, Dr. Hofstadter is a psychiatrist, which prompts Penny to make a huge mistake: she
mentions to Dr. Hofstadter that she’s an actress.

"There are many studies that suggest that people who go into the performing arts suffer from
an external locus of identity.” Translation: they seek approval from others about themselves,
typically due to unmet childhood emotional needs.

Dr. Hofstadter wants to hear more. Of course, like any good psychiatrist, she has Penny crying
by the time they’re on the 4th floor. On the plus side, we now know her dad’s pet name for her was
Slugger, although that’s not a plus for her. Leonard takes her in and gives her some tea. (Oolong,
separate not bagged, steeped 3 minutes, 2% milk, 1 teaspoon of raw sugar—still no good) It’s
understandable; Sheldon has the same problem with Leonard. Although Sheldon theorizes the
issue with Leonard is an overdeveloped sex drive, Dr. Hofstadter isn’t sure where that came from,
as she and her husband only had sex for reproduction and a pro forma consummation of the
marriage. (They wrote papers on it.) Sheldon wants to hear more about her sex life. The good news
is he can order it from the Princeton University Press. The bad news is the PowerPoint slides are
on her other laptop. Sheldon and Leonard debate about their mothers. Sheldon wonders how
Leonard can act the way he does, as Leonard’s mother is smart, intuitive, and never hit him with
a Bible for not eating his brussel sprouts. But at least Sheldon’s mother didn’t attach electrodes
to his head while he potty trained. Sheldon thinks Leonard is so lucky that his parents did that;
he always had to attach his own electrodes.

“Bring Your Mother to Work Day” must be something of a rarity at the university where the
guys work, as Howard points out that Leonard’s two siblings are far more successful than he is.
Dr. Hofstadter confirms that his younger brother, Michael, is a law professor at Harvard and his
sister successfully grew a pancreas in an adolescent gibbon.

"You must be very proud.”—Howard

"Why? They're not my accomplishments? —I must urinate.”—Dr. Hofstadter

Apparently, Howard’s addition of salt to lesions on Leonard can be attributed to the fact that
the guys aren’t supposed to bring their parents to the workplace. While Dr. Hofstadter is gone,
Sheldon indicates surprise that Leonard’s siblings are so much more successful than Leonard.

"Yeah, you're like the Jar-Jar Binks of the Hofstadter family.”—Raj

"Oh, meesa thinking you look so-so sad! Next time, don’t bring yousa mama to work.”—
Howard

Leonard has had enough, and upon his mother’s return, decides to go on offense. "Howard
lives with his mother and Raj can’t talk to women unless he’s drunk. Go.” Sure enough, his
mother is up front and blunt.

“That’s fascinating. Selective mutism is quite rare. On the other hand, a Jewish male living
with his mother is so common, it borders on sociological cliche. You know, both selective mutism
and an inability to separate from one’s mother could be due to a pathological fear of women.
That’s would explain why the two of you have created an ersatz homosexual marriage to satisfy
your need for intimacy.”

As much as Leonard would like to hear more about their marriage, since Howard brought his
husband to work, Dr. Hofstadter and Leonard must head to his lab, where Leonard is replicating
the dark matter signal found in sodium iodide crystals by the Italians. ("No original work of your
own? Then why do I need to see it? I could just read the paper the Italians wrote.”)

Clearly, Leonard could use a drink. He heads over to Penny’s, but he’ll have to catch up, as she
has been drinking since talking to Dr. Hofstadter the previous day. They won't be interrupted,
as Dr. Hofstadter took Sheldon to the hospital to get a brain scan. It would appear that Dr.
Hofstadter likes looking at brain scans, and Sheldon likes to get them. Leonard and Penny are
very upset by the events that have transpired with his mother’s appearance. Penny has hit the
booze because she auditioned with 50 other blondes for an anti-depressant commercial so she
could win her daddy’s approval. She’s completely depressed because she was rejected for being
too perky. (Irony 101 for you) Hard as it is to believe, Leonard can top that. (or bottom that, in
this case) He was desperate for human contact, but not so desperate he kept grabbing his penis,
like Penny said.

"When I was 10 years old, I made myself a hugging machine. I got a dressmaker’s mannequin,
I stuffed it with an electric blanket so it would be warm, and built radio-controlled arms that
would hug me and pat me on the back. The saddest part is, my father used to borrow it.”
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Sheldon and Dr. Hofstadter return from the hospital, and she thanks Sheldon for getting the
brain scan, as it will help her research. Sheldon isn’t happy with the size of his right frontal lobe,
but Dr. Hofstadter dismisses that as men thinking nothing’s big enough. (unless it’s a tumor)
Sheldon seems to have developed quite the rapport with Dr. Hofstadter, even to the point of flat-
tering her. (He’s picked up some bad habits from Leonard.) He notes that he is quite comfortable
around her, as he is never comfortable around...anyone. Dr. Hofstadter is in the same boat. Al-
though she does wonder if he’s making a theoretical point, or is he hoping to do the math. It
turns out to be the latter, and she is very pleased by this.

The average person would need some booze right now. Fortunately, there’s plenty at Penny’s,
where she and Leonard are feeling no pain downing tequila shots. This time, however, Leonard
must lick the salt, take the shot, and bite the lime. Leonard didn’t hear anything after "lick,”
since the salt will be on Penny’s neck. However, he obliges and licks the salt off of Penny’s neck.
Grain by grain, apparently. He recovers slightly to down the tequila and looks for the lime. He’ll
have to suck on it...from Penny’s mouth. He does so, and then decides the lime is just slowing
him down. They start making out passionately.

From boozing to tee totaling, Dr. Hofstadter is contemplating Sheldon’s "suggestion.” After all,
they are so compatible and at ease with each other, but she is not sure if it’s appropriate with
her son’s roommate. But they both agree they’d be very good together. Sheldon assures her the
first time he tried it, he experienced and unexpected but welcome release of endorphins.

Speaking of endorphins, Penny and Leonard are about to, as Bruce Willis once put it, "get
horizontal.” Leonard’s only too happy that this is about to happen, but Penny only wants him to
shush and get naked. However, a drunk and horny Leonard is a talkative Leonard.

"You know what my mother would say about this. She’'d say because since you were not loved
by your father and I was not loved by my mother that having sex is our way of making up for the
intimacy we didn’t get as children.”

His suggestion that she go to community college went over better than this.

”So you're saying you're not having sex with me. You're having sex with your mother?”

“I'm gonna go with 'no’ on that one?”

"That’s the sickest thing I've ever heard!”

"Well, you're having sex with your father and I'm OK with that.”

Of course, there can be only one thing worse than being thrown out of Penny’s bedroom and
not realizing you should have kept your big mouth shut: watching Sheldon and your mother
get it on. The microphone. Rock Band, you perverts!! What did you think I meant? Thanks to
Sheldon and Dr. Hofstadter, both Journey’s "Any Way You Want It” and the ”so what-so let’s
dance!” scene from Caddyshack are completely ruined for me.

However in the morning, all improves as Leonard’s mother leaves, and Leonard begs Penny
never to talk of the night before ever again. Unfortunately for Penny, Dr. Hofstadter wants to
hear about her mother, with the predictable results. But Dr. Hofstadter is supportive; she wants
Penny to have more sessions with her, provided Penny is willing to go to New Jersey and go
through a brain scan while doing so.
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The Cushion Saturation

Season 2
Episode Number: 33
Season Episode: 16

( N\
Originally aired: = Monday March 2, 2009
Writer: Chuck Lorre, Bill Prady, Lee Aronsohn (I)
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Sara Gilbert (Leslie Winkle), Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter),

Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper), Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg
(Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar (Rajesh Koothrappali)

Guest Stars: Carol Ann Susi (Mrs. Wolowitz)
Production Code: 3T7366
Summary: Paintball leads to a squabble between Sheldon and Penny, as well as
romance between Howard and Leslie.
\ J

This week’s special guest star is Robert
Duvall as Raj Koothrappali. That, or Raj
is channeling Lt. Col. Kilgore from ”"Apoc-
alypse Now,” as he loves the smell of
paintballs in the morning. Coincidentally,
the boys’ ability at paintball is as positive
as how that movie portrayed Vietnam.
Sheldon is ticked off because Howard
didn’'t attend the Physics department
strategy meeting. Unfortunately, the spi-
der veins on Howard’s mother just could
not wait. After discussing several possi-
ble ways to get out of the situation, they
decide to run while Howard shoots it out
with the enemy. Needless to say, Howard
was outvoted 3-1 on this scenario. Left alone, Howard stays hidden in the shed until Leslie Win-
kle comes along. She’s had enough of her teammates, as evidenced by the "friendly fire” incident
her team suffered. With the opposing paintball teams moving in, Howard and Leslie agree that
waiting for "death,” knowing there’s a paintball out there with your name on it, is the worst thing
that can happen, they decide to make the best of the situation...by having sex.

The bad economy has hit the university, as all of the guys have to deal with cutbacks in their
departments...except Howard. On the contrary, he seems to have gotten a significant amount of
new equipment for his lab. As it turns out, it is courtesy of Leslie Winkle, who had oversight on
distributing the money from several grants. Leslie stops by, and Howard thanks her for the rapid
prototyper he needed.

"You scratch my back, I scratch yours. Rowr!” (The closed captioning, BTW, interpreted Sara
Gilbert’s claws and meow as "growls sexily.” You be the judge.) Howard is trying to play it coy,
but Raj and Leonard want to know about the claws and the "growls sexily.” Of course, Sheldon’s
all over it.

"I believe the back scratching metaphor generally describes a "quid pro quo” situation where
one party provides goods or services to the second party in compensation for a similar action.”

"Thank you.”—Leonard

"The meow, that sounded to me like an African civet cat.”

”Are you done!?!?”

"No. Despite what the name suggests, the civet cat...is not a cat. Now I'm done.”

Thankfully, Raj gets us back on point and asks Howard about the back-scratching. To this
point, Howard had been reluctant to say anything because of Leonard’s history with Leslie.
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But since Leonard doesn’t care, now Howard can’t shut up about his hookup with Leslie. Not
surprisingly, Sheldon is oblivious to the guy rules about hooking up and wants to court-martial
Howard for leaving the team defenseless.”

"Court-martial, Schmort-martial! Leslie is the 5th girl I've ever had sex with! I mean, for free.”

Suddenly the guys realize that Howard not only had sex but got expensive equipment while
their budgets were slashed. Howard doesn’t want them to look at it like he got new equipment
and they didn’t, which is unfair. Rather, that he’s getting sex, and they're not, which is delightful.

Back at the apartment, Leonard is going Nerd Herd on Penny’s broken computer. (sorry,
“Chuck” is my other favorite show, and I'm still bitter the two shows are on at the same time)
She can’t calm down because she spent three hours trying to order shoes. Apparently, Penny is
being played tonight by Sarah Jessica Parker. Of course, Sheldon has to lambaste her for sitting
in his spot, even though he isn’t, nor intends to, use it anytime soon. You would think Penny’s
smart enough not to ask about such things by now, but some lessons you have to learn the hard
way.

"That is my spot. In an ever-changing world, it is a single point of consistency. If my life was
expressed as a function on a 4-dimensional Cartesian coordinate system, that spot would be (O,
0, 0, 0).” (They must be dumbing down the science: I understood that completely) So does Penny.

I love him, but he is one serious whack-a-doodle.”

Penny notices the paintball gun. Leonard invites her to play next time, but Penny explains
people in Nebraska only shoot things to eat them or to keep them away from their boyfriends.
And apparently, Sheldon’s spot is delicious or coming on to her boyfriend, as she accidentally
shoots it with the gun.

Speaking of boytoys, Leslie seems to be doing well with her new boytoy, as evidenced by she
and Howard in bed. Clearly, they have just done the deed, based on Howard’s rapid heartbeat...or
is that his transient idiopathic arrhythmia. His mother shouting upstairs, however, definitely
starts his arrhythmia. He doesn’t want to go downstairs because...

"I'm busy, Mal”

"Don’t come in, Ma!”
"WHY NOT?!?1?21?21”

Thankfully, we return to the paintball stain on Sheldon’s spot. It’s not coming off, and Penny
is panicking.

"What are we going to do?”

"We?!? No, no, no. You had your chance to be 'we’ for like a year and a half now. Right now,
you are you, and you are SCREWED!”

Penny’s idea of saying someone broke in doesn’t go over well, and turning the cushion over
leaves one significant problem...no butt print. (What’s really scary, this is not the first time I've
had to write the phrase "butt print.”) Sheldon comes home, and despite Leonard and Penny acting
like nothing’s wrong, Sheldon goes to sit in his spot and instantly discovers something amiss with
his spot. After several uncomfortable turns on the cushion, he picks it up and discovers the paint
stain.

With the cushion at the dry cleaners, things are not going well for Sheldon out of his spot.
The arm of the chair, the arm of the couch, even straddling the chair arm like it’s a horse will not
do. Howard’s very logical idea of putting another cushion in Sheldon’s spot doesn’t work, either.
(and puts Raj out of his spot, but Raj isn’t crazy, is he)

"Sheldon, I'm really sorry, but it's only going to be for a week. Can’'t you be a LITTLE bit
flexible? [pause] I really didn’t think that through, did I.”

Of course, Sheldon doesn’t trust her dry cleaner...since he also makes keys. Meanwhile,
Howard receives a call and announces he’s going to have sex tonight. Surprisingly, it’s Leslie
Winkle and not Howard’s right hand calling. Howard really seems to be getting the best of both
worlds. In exchange for sex, he gets to go on a trip to Geneva to visit the CERN lab. However, when
Leslie makes the post-coital suggestion of accompanying her to her sister's wedding, Howard is
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resistant. Apparently, Howard scams on "chunky bridesmaids” at weddings, so he is uncomfort-
able going with an actual date. By some coincidence, the group going to Geneva just got reduced
by one. Howard is unhappy about this turn of events.

“Are you saying if I don’t go to the wedding, I can’t go to Geneva?”

"Well, I'm trying not to say it...”

“Wait a minute; I'm not comfortable with this. It’s like you're trying to control me with new
equipment and research trips.”

"Well, if I didn’t control you with new equipment and research trips, then I'D be uncomfort-
able.”

Finally, it comes out: Leslie wants to have a sexual relationship without any feelings or any of
that crap. Howard is shocked.

”So I'm just a bought-and-paid-for sex toy?”

"No, no, not at all. You're also arm candy.”

One would assume that Howard is OK with this when he shouts, "MOM, YOU GOTTA RENT
ME A TUX!”

"RIGHT NOW? WHAT KIND OF SEX ARE YOU HAVING UP THERE?!?!?!?”

Back at the apartment, Sheldon is crouching on his spot. Before Leonard goes crazy, Penny
returns the cushion. However, it’s still not good enough for Sheldon. Although how a few sniffs
of it can tell this, I don’t even want to know. Now it’s time for Penny to go ballistic, but Leonard
has a solution.

”Sheldon, you know the cashew chicken I get you on Monday nights? From Szechwan Palace?
The Szechwan Palace closed down two years ago.”

(shocked) "What? Where did my cashew chicken come from?”

"The Golden Dragon. Before they (the Szechwan Palace) went out of business, I bought 4,000
containers. I keep them in the trunk of my car.”

Sheldon is practically white. "This changes everything. What’s real? What isn’'t? How can I
know?” But at least Sheldon is on the cushion now. Penny thanks Leonard for making that up.
(If only he did.)

It's paintball time again, and Penny has joined the gang. Leonard has a brilliant strategy
because Penny is a killer shot, but Sheldon has to take care of something first...he shoots Penny,
eliminating her. Now he has his payback for the cushion. "Revenge is a dish that is best served
cold.”

"Screw that!”—Penny, who proceeds to shoot Sheldon.

Sheldon is shocked because Penny is "dead.” Surprisingly, Leonard agrees. Penny can’t shoot
Sheldon...so he does it. Since Sheldon decides they're descending into anarchy, down goes
Leonard. This leaves Howard, Raj, and Leslie with only one option...surrender, then Denny’s.
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The Terminator Decoupling

Season 2
Episode Number: 34
Season Episode: 17

( N\
Originally aired: =~ Monday March 9, 2009
Writer: Bill Prady, David Goetsch, Tim Doyle, Stephen Engel
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Guest Stars: Summer Glau (Herself), George Smoot (Himself), Robert Clotworthy
(Conductor)

Production Code: 3T7367

Summary: The gang is thrilled when they see Terminator: The Sarah Connor

Chronicles’ Summer Glau is also aboard their train to San Francisco
for a scientific symposium. Meanwhile, Sheldon frets over having for-
gotten a paper he wants to present to George Smoot.

Surgery is beginning, and Dr. Wolowitz is
ready to make the first incision. Aided by
his trusty assistant, Dr. Koothrappali, he
readies a #6 torque screwdriver.

"Stop! It’s not right!”

Once again, Sheldon has moral is-
sues...regarding swapping out the TiVo’s
hard drive for a larger one. Once the
orange plastic seals are opened, the
warranty is invalidated. Sheldon cannot
break that trust between them and the
manufacturer. However, given that the
only other alternative is to erase the en-
tire first season of "Battlestar Galactica”
to make more room on the drive, Sheldon
opts to violate the trust. The reason for this need is discussed as Penny comes in and hands
Leonard a rolling suitcase perfectly suited for “taking daffodils to your unicorn.” The boys are
heading to San Francisco for a symposium where there will be "discussions on bio-organic cel-
lular computer devices, advancements in multi-threaded task completion, plus a roundtable on
the non-equilibrium Green’s function approach to the photo ionization process in atoms.”

“Usually when I go to San Francisco, I just get hammered and ride the cable cars.”—Penny

But even Leonard is psyched to go, as they will meet Dr. George Smoot, a Nobel-prize win-
ning physicist, whose work in black body form and anisotropy of the cosmic microwave back-
ground radiation completely altered our understanding of the universe. (You stopped reading
after "physicist,” didn’t you.) Of course, one may wonder why they would take the train, which
takes 7 hours and is twice as expensive as flying to San Francisco. Those of you who said Sheldon
won the vote, 1-3, you’d be correct.

There appears to still be some time before the boys have to leave, as Sheldon is spending it
attaching RFID tags to every article of clothing he is taking and indexing them on his laptop.
That way, he can cross-reference the clothes to account for events, destination, duration of trip,
weather, etc. He should be done in about 3 hours, 11 minutes. Of course, this won’t leave him
time to join the guys in making fun of the workers in the Apple Store Genius Bar, but now the
whole thing seems kind of redundant to Leonard.

89



The Big Bang Theory Episode Guide

Finally boarding the train (about the time the plane would have landed at SFO), Sheldon is
insisting they sit where you get the most panoramic ocean vistas (without any Costco’s or Jiffy
Lube’s) and without feeling the train axles on this Pullman-built Superliner Deluxe Passenger
coach.

"Sheldon, we’ve been on this train 90 seconds, and you've already said a thousand words. Just
tell us where to sit and shut up!” (Clearly, Leonard has gotten around to reading the Sheldon
manual.)

Raj isn’t too depressed. At least it’s not third-class coach on a train in India, whose bathroom
consists of dropping trou and sticking your buttocks over a hole in the train. Before Sheldon
can wax philosophical about the 1,200 km Ranakpur Express (and boring everybody on an in-
ternational scale), Raj discovers something incredible...Summer Glau. (Yes, from Firefly and Ter-
minator: The Sarah Connor Chronicles.) Time for the boys to debate on how to meet her...once
they've silenced Sheldon about how Summer could be a Terminator in disguise that has infil-
trated shows and movies about Terminators to wreak havoc on the human race. (Although it
does kind of explain that whole Christian Bale thing, doesn’t it?) Howard, shockingly, is the first
to think he can score with Ms. Glau. Of course, Raj thinks he has a better shot of scoring with
Arnold Schwarzenegger. However, with an 11-hour window, Howard is convinced that she will
either do a tuck and roll off a moving train or succumb to the acquired taste that is Howard
Wolowitz. (Vegas is giving $1.20 on the tuck and roll.) Raj counters with the fact that, while he’s
typically mute in front of women when sober, he offers foreign and exotic vs. Howard’s pasty and
frail. ("You know the old saying...pasty and frail...never fail.”) Leonard wants a shot, too, but he
figures one gorgeous woman he doesn’t have a shot with is enough in his lifetime.

Raj prepares to get ready, demanding to know where the lounge is. Before Sheldon can launch
into the history of the Pacific Parlour Car recently added to this train line, he is heading for the
booze. Meanwhile, Howard practices his opening line, since merely saying "hello” creeps girls out.
However, there is a problem: Sheldon has forgotten his flash drive and must go back right now.
On it was a paper concerning astrophysical probes of M-theory effects on the early universe he
planned to give to George Smoot...because it’s brilliant! Of course, emailing it to him at a later
point will not suffice because he won’t get to see Dr. Smoot’s face light up. Leonard tries to tell
him that there’s nothing he can do about it, so he should just relax.

"You forgot your flash drive...You forgot your flash drive...You forgot your flash drive...You
forgot your flash drive...You forgot your flash drive...You forgot your flash drive...You forgot
your flash drive...You forgot your flash drive...You forgot your flash drive...You forgot your flash
drive...” Only 10 hours, 55 minutes to go.

Leonard has come up with another solution, presumably for his sanity: have Penny get the
flash drive and email the paper. However, the drive is in a locked drawer, with the key hidden
somewhere in Sheldon’s room. "People don’t go in my room!”

"Well, once again, it looks like you're caught between a rock and a crazy place.”

Howard has his opening line: "It’s hot in here; must be Summer.” He heads for Ms. Glau, but
can’t deliver the line. He approaches again and chickens out. He decides to retrench and practice,
but Raj has worked up the courage (i.e., inebriation), to approach Summer. "It’s hot in here; it
must be Summer.” She thinks it’s cute, and we have the first ****block on The Big Bang Theory.
Raj is going all-out, and it’s actually working. Not sure if Summer believes "Slumdog Millionaire”
is loosely based on Raj, but no matter. Howard can’t believe what is happening.

Back at Penny’s apartment, she is trying to get some people to come to a play in which
she’s the lead...above a bowling alley...as Anne Frank (Yikes!) when Sheldon beeps in. Sheldon is
apparently channeling the watchers from "Eagle Eye” by giving Penny step-by-step instructions
without using the words "Penny,” "Sheldon,” "favor,” or "please,” which Leonard quickly clears
up before the conversation turns awkward.

Raj is doing quite well with Summer, saying how the Big Dipper is referred to as the Big Curry
Pot. He also does well complimenting her on the fact that she was actually IN space on Firefly.

"You're not one of those guys who really believed that, were you?”

"You mean one of those 'hopeless geeks? Of course not. They’re crazy people. Howard, get
me another one of these, will ya? (to Summer) He’s one of those.” Because Howard and Raj were
sitting back-to-back on the train and Raj couldn’t kick him in the groin directly.

As Sheldon continues to give directions to Penny (and Leonard translates to human for him),
Howard can’t understand why putting alcohol into Raj makes him M. Night Charmalon. But an
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interesting discovery is made: Raj is drinking non-alcoholic beer, apparently thinking it’s the real
thing. Of course, Howard is MORE than delighted to point this out to Raj, and the placebo effect
of the near beer wears off in an instant. Raj clams up and leaves. Howard is ready to go in for
the kill. Summer may want to have her noose ready: she’s about to encounter a "talking with Ted
Striker” moment in her life.

"Hi, I'm the small package good things come in.” (See? Told you.)

In Sheldon’s bedroom, Penny has found a box with a lot of letters in it. She can’t find the key,
but she now knows Sheldon’s grandmother calls him "Moon Pie.” Before Sheldon starts biting
himself all over and has to be put down by Travis next to Old Yeller, Leonard convinces her to
make amends. She does. ("What up, Moon Pie!”) Penny finally finds the correct box, but it's a
Japanese puzzle box that has 10 precise moves to make in order to open it. Turns out, Penny
only needed one: she smashes the box with her foot.

I have not actually seen Terminator: The Sarah Connor Chronicles. However, if Summer’s
character ever had to kill someone in it, I'm guessing she had the same look on her face that
she does now while Howard describes his dream about her. It would seem Howard was ice
skating with her, twirled her around by her ankles until her legs tore off and she turned into a
giant loaf of pumpernickel bread. By the way, did you know the words "pumper” and "nickel,”
in German, loosely translate to "fart goblin?” Yes, Summer would have been happy the rest of
her life not knowing that, either. Although Howard can’t be all bad; he did mention legendary
guitarist Johnny Winter. OK, it would make Summer’s name "Summer Winter” if she married
him, but still... Finally, Howard decides to play it honest, and she shoots him down. He is ready
to leave her alone, but asks for a picture together for his Facebook page. She agrees (very nice
person, Summer is), and they take the picture. But when Howard also wants one that looks like
they’re making out, she draws the line...and he needs a new cell phone.

Finally, Penny and Moon Pie are making progress. Penny is inserting the flash drive in the
USB port...once Sheldon explains the Moon Pie thing. ("'m nummy-nummy, and she can just
eat me up...now PLEASE!”) When Howard comes back and explains being terminated by Summer
(oh, like you didn’t see that pun coming), Leonard suddenly becomes emblazoned to try asking
her out.

"OK, I'll be honest with you. I've just spent the last two hours imagining various scenarios in
my head, trying to come up with some clever line to say to you. But I finally realize that you're a
human being, and I'm a human being, and if I could just say to you...”

"THIS STOP IS SANTA BARBARA!”

“I'm sorry. This is me.” And Leonard is left to wonder what could have been.

On the good side, Sheldon knows exactly where he stands with Dr. Smoot at the conference.
And Sheldon should really cut back on the crack if he thinks Dr. Smoot will let him take top
billing on combined research.
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The Work Song Nanocluster

Season 2
Episode Number: 35
Season Episode: 18

( N\
Originally aired: =~ Monday March 16, 2009
Writer: Bill Prady, Lee Aronsohn (I), David Goetsch, Richard Rosenstock
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Production Code: 3T7368

Summary: Penny’s business selling hair accessories out of her apartment gets out
of hand when an over-caffeinated Sheldon takes charge.

We start the evening with a wonder-
ful game of chess. Sounds normal for
this group. Intellectually challenging, the
mental mano-a-mano battle. Of course,
that’'s too easy. After Raj's strategical
move, Leonard must make his...across
the floor, through a 2-foot gap, and a
BZZZZT!"! Oops, he hit a laser beam; one
of the many perils of "Secret Agent Laser
Obstacle Chess.” Sheldon’s turn is up,
but he has something more important to
do. Since it is 11:00, it is past the "don’t
knock before 11AM or I punch you in the
throat” rule implemented by Penny. Thankfully, we don’t have to ponder the possibilities of
Howard’s "Secret Agent NAKED Laser Chess,” as Sheldon knocks on Penny’s door (with the
standard 3 knock-Penny-repeat cadence), and he covers his throat just in case. He’s within the
guidelines, so it is safe for him to deliver the package that came for Penny. He does have more
difficulty getting Penny to sign his form to acknowledge receipt of the box and release him from
indemnification for it. Penny would rather show Sheldon that she is making flower barrettes for
the hair, which she calls "Penny Blossoms.” It appears to be a bit of a good seller, as several
co-workers have asked for them, and a store that sells cards and homemade jewelry is inter-
ested. After making $156 for her efforts, she believes she can grow this as a business and stop
waitressing. Sheldon is no longer impressed...actually, he’s shocked.

"Who’s going to bring me my cheeseburger on Tuesday nights?!?”

"Ummm...another waitress?”

"What's her name?!?!?”

”I don’t know.”

Clearly, Penny’s level of concern about Sheldon’s hamburger (Cheeseburger!) is waning quickly,
so she switches to business-related questions. Thanks to Sheldon’s quick math, Penny’s ability
to make 20 blossoms a day at a 50 cent profit each would pay her $2,600 per year (before taxes).
Sheldon, however, is surprisingly optimistic. By retooling her marketing techniques and optimize
her manufacturing process, she can make it a viable business. It would seem Sheldon knows
about these things.

“Penny, I'm a physicist. I have a working knowledge of the universe and everything it con-
tains.”

"Who’s Radiohead?”

93



The Big Bang Theory Episode Guide

(long, evil pause) "Penny, I have a working knowledge of the IMPORTANT things in the uni-
verse. Good luck.”

Normally, Penny would give up at this point, but she needs help and asks Sheldon for it.
Sheldon makes it clear that SHE is asking HIM for assistance. Which would involve HIM telling
HER what to do. And she can’t be sarcastic or snide during it. She begrudgingly agrees. Sheldon
proceeds to rip up her entire process. ("Well, imagine that.”) They're off to a good start, aren’t
they?

Sheldon begins testing Penny on her blossom-making skills. She has the process down to
12:17. At that pace, she’ll earn $5.19 per day. In order to get her pay above child laborers at
a shoe factory in Indonesia, Penny will have to familiarize herself with Honore Blanc’s use of
interchangeable parts in 1778. The assembly line, Penny. (Sorry, Penny, Sheldon never agreed
not to be condescending.) Across the hall, the guys are leaving for a movie; right after Howard
finds out what would have happened to James Bond had Goldfinger NOT turned off the laser
beam. However, they hear very strange sounds coming from Penny’s apartment...

Come all ye young fellows that follows the sea—To me, way hey, blow the man down— Now
please pay attention and listen to me—Give me some time to blow the man down— I'm a deep
water sailor just come from Hong Kong—You give me some whiskey, I'll sing you a song—When
a trim Black Ball liner’s preparing for sea—On a trim Black Ball liner I wasted me prime—When
a trim Black Ball liner preparing for sea—You'll split your sides laughing such sights you would
see

The guys are intrigued. Sheldon is helping Penny make blossoms, and the sea shanty they're
singing has the process down to only 3 minutes. However, this is now the time for them to come
up with some engineering-inspired ideas, whether Penny wants them or not. Hot glue must be
used instead of any cyanoacrylates because the surface is too porous. However, Howard’s sug-
gestion of a silicone-based RTV would provide a better mounting surface. After hearing of Penny’s
marketing and distribution channels, all of them have ideas for setting up an e-commerce busi-
ness structure for her (complete with server farm and industrial cooling system for it). Sheldon
gets them to focus on a major issue: moisture-induced glitter clump. Howard has the solution of
using some type of desilicate, since he’s seen this happen on strippers. (You knew Howard was
going to mention "stripper” the minute they said “glitter,” didn’t you.) But it’s time to get crack-
ing. Howard and Raj will get some micro porous charcoal from the lab to help them, Leonard
will start designing the Website, and Sheldon will set up his apartment for the manufacturing
process. Since it’s Penny’s business, she’ll take a nap.

Leonard has the Website up. The judgments:

"It looks like the MySpace page of a 13-year old girl.”—Penny

“Dateline could use this to catch predators.”—Howard (there was another one, but the cable
cut out—sorry)

Before Sheldon can “convince” Penny to fire Leonard (it's her business, after all), a couple
of orders come up. A woman in Alabama could use them to cover her bald spots. Sheldon has
an inspiration: market the blossoms to men who are balding. The hook? The blossoms have
Bluetooth. After all, EVERYTHING is better with Bluetooth. Suddenly, the mother of all orders!

"Who needs 1,000 sparkly flower barrettes with rhinestones?”

"The 5th Annual East Rutherford, New Jersey, Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Al-
liance Luau.”

One problem: they want it in one day. They have to compete with Amazon, even though
Amazon doesn’t actually have to glue books together in one day. Penny is ready to give up, but
Sheldon won’t do it. He reminds Penny that this was her idea for financial independence, her
entrepreneurial inspiration. She must get rid of any sort of equivocation or self-doubt. "Did Davy
Crockett quit at the Alamo? Jim Bowie?”

"They didn’t quit; they got massacred by, like, a gazillion angry Mexicans.”—Howard

Sheldon comes up with the clincher: the gross receipts from the order would be over $3,000.
“You guys get started! I'm going online to buy shoes!”

After 128 blossoms are made, the guys are starting to grumble, especially Raj. Of course,
comparing this to living in India is not a good idea, as his father was a gynecologist and his
house was full of servants. ("Only 4 servants! And two of them were children!”) Sheldon, however,
has the plan to culture the “living organism” that is the labor force and head off any sort of
negativity...
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"HEY!! LESS TALK, MORE WORK!!!” (Well, Penny was impressed, anyway.)

With 380 to go, the gang is getting tired. Even Sheldon is one work song behind. (But good
baritone on ”Sixteen Tons!”) Penny offers Sheldon coffee, but he staunchly refuses, saying he
promised his mother he wouldn’t do drugs. Sheldon is off to bed, and Penny pleads with Leonard
to fix the situation. Easy...

“But Sheldon, without your insight and leadership, this enterprise will surely fail!” Works like
a charm. (And don’t call me Shirley.)

Well, it would appear that caffeine doesn’t make Sheldon work faster with the blossoms.
Actually, it turns him into a cross between Stephen Hawking and Emeril Lagasse. (Yes, with with
requisite "BAM!” after each scientific inspiration.)

The good news is, they were successful in getting 1,000 blossoms made in one day. However,
the East Rutherford, New Jersey, Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Alliance wants an-
other 1,000, rush order. Penny tries to rally the troops, but they’re too dead on their feet to do
it. Well, Leonard, Howard, and Raj are too tired. Sheldon is ready to go. Or should I say... THE
FLASH!!! ZOOM-ZOOM-ZOOM!!!

"Where’s the coffee?? I'll have some more before this banana hits the ground! ZOOM-ZOOM-
zoomMn”

Although the business failed, at least "Secret Agent Laser Obstacle Chess” is still going. Oh,
wait; Raj was only trying to get a slice of pizza. Leonard’s right: "Secret Agent Laser Obstacle
Lunch” is stupid.
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The Dead Hooker Juxtaposition

Season 2
Episode Number: 36
Season Episode: 19

4 )
Originally aired: = Monday March 30, 2009
Writer: Steven Molaro
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper), Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Kunal Nayyar

(Rajesh Koothrappali), Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Simon
Helberg (Howard Wolowitz)

Guest Stars: Carol Ann Susi (Mrs. Wolowitz), Valerie Azlynn (Alicia)
Production Code: 3T7369
Summary: Penny feels threatened when another sexy woman moves into the

apartment building and angered when she senses the guys are being
taken advantage of.

Sometimes, the guys have to man up
and deal with issues that they don’t want
to. Thankfully, they finally did and killed
a spider in the apartment...by asking
Penny to do it. As they continue with din-
ner, Penny tells them the news: the neigh-
bors upstairs in 5A are moving out...

"The horror! No no no no no!”

It's pretty ironic that a person like
Sheldon, who has intimate working
knowledge of our ever-changing universe,
is so apprehensive about any part of his
world changing. Of course, it didn’t mat-
ter that Sheldon never met the people in
"That’s what made them perfect! There were no awkward hellos in the halls, no clickety-clack
of high-heel shoes on hardwood floors. They might have well been a family of cats just jumping
around from drape to drape...without that annoying ammonia-urine smell.” (I have two cats: that
IS annoying.)

While Sheldon contemplates the horror...prodded by an annoyed Penny, Howard has an in-
spiration: he can move into the apartment upstairs. He could get away from his mother, and
everybody could spend more time together.

"The horror! The horror!” Yup, that was Penny this time.

It will be interesting to see the guys help Howard move, provided Sheldon is justly compen-
sated for his troubles. He has a hard time believing that a pizza is S.O.P. for a move. However,
thanks to Raj and Sheldon’s inability to understand everyday minutiae, it's been negotiated up
to a Sony PlayStation 3. He rejected the mountain bike. However, this will be a moot point, as
Howard’s mother decides to threaten Howard with cutting the cord...completely.

“Ma, I'll come over for dinner every night!”

"THE HELL YOU WILL. WHAT AM I RUNNING HERE, A FANCY RESTAURAAAAHTTT??? DOES

Leonard has to act quickly; Penny no longer needs to put her head in the oven.

Back at the apartment lobby, Sheldon is not happy about the incoming boxes. ("They’re
heeeerrreee!”) Fortunately, it doesn’t take long to meet their tall, blonde, REALLY hot new neigh-
bor...wait, what’s her name? (rolling back the DVR) Alicia! That’s it, Alicia. Leonard is immediately
smitten, of course, but Sheldon is not yet impressed. He has a few questions for Alicia.
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1. On a scale of 1 to 10, how light of foot are you, 1 being not catlike at all, and 10 being
freakishly feline? (freakishly feline?) 2. Are you, or have ever been, a salsa, Irish folk, or break-
dancer? (no) 3. Are you fertile? I'm just trying to determine if crying infants are a possibility. (I
have no immediate plans) 4. Area rugs: pro or con? (Pro?)

"Alicia...welcome to the building.”

Meanwhile, Alicia is making Leonard feel at home...by letting him carry a heavy box up to the
5th floor. On the way, they run into Penny who introduces herself and says she’s going jogging.
At least, that’s the cover for wearing a "Hillary 2008” t-shirt until Sheldon narcs on her that she
doesn’t have any clean clothes. Alicia tries to be demure about it by saying she’s dressed like
a slob as well. Well, if a slob just came from a magazine photo shoot, that is. Penny’s jealousy
is not helped by Leonard practically drooling all over Alicia’s box, and only because it blocks
him from Alicia herself. After Alicia and Leonard leave, she starts to mimic Alicia, which Sheldon
amazingly picks up on. Well, partially anyway, as he tries to impress Penny with his General
Ackbar impression from Return of the Jedi. (You're not missing anything, trust me.)

As Sheldon perfects his skills at "air computing,” Penny comes in looking for Leonard so he
can hook up her printer as promised. As it happens, Leonard is still up at Alicia’s, hooking up
her stereo with Howard and Raj, which Sheldon takes as a tactical maneuver to destroy him.
Penny seems to have issues with that as well. "Typical,” she says. She’s none too relieved by
Sheldon’s explanation that Penny’s statement is actually quite atypical, since the guys never met
Alicia before nor entered that apartment.

As we discover Howard’s moves don’t work on Alicia any better than any other woman (al-
though his cover is improving), Penny walks in, under the guise of presenting a welcoming bottle
of wine to Alicia, with high heels and a dress that leaves as little to the imagination as you can
get away with on a TV-14 episode. While most of the male population have paused their DVRs,
the guys are totally nonplussed by it. Of course, Penny just thinks she’s dressed like a "slob” in
it. (You could fertilize every farm in Nebraska with that line.) And for those who thought the knife
wasn’t far enough in Penny’s back, Leonard happily tells her that Alicia is also an actress with
several national commercials and a recurring role on a soap.

"That’s why I work at the Cheesecake Factory; I'm just waiting for the right part.” (Speaking
of Nebraska...)

Alicia has the guys firmly wrapped around her finger, getting them to set up the stereo and
her printer with only a wink and a few "sweeties” and "honeys” thrown in. Of course, if Penny
asks Leonard to set up her printer (like he promised a week ago), she’s rebuked with a "don’t nag
me!” But before she can be sickened by a liquored-up Raj hit on Alicia, she tries for a physics
joke...

"A physicist walks into an ice cream parlor and orders an ice cream for himself and one for
the empty seat next to him. He does this for weeks until the owner asks him what he’s doing. The
physicist says, "well, I'm a physicist, and quantum mechanics tells us that the matter above this
stool to spontaneously change into a beautiful woman, who might accept my offer and fall in love
with me. The owner says that lots of beautiful women come in here. Why not buy an ice cream
for them? The physicist says, "yeah, but what are the odds of that happening?” Apparently, the
guys find that more insulting than funny.

An angry and dejected Penny returns to Sheldon, who is still unaffected by Alicia. Well, other
than the stomping the guys are doing, but obviously that’s an entirely different effect. She doesn’t
want to care what the guys do, but she clearly does. After all, she did memorize that stupid joke.
Sheldon has one of his "seemingly not relevant but is actually dead-on” hypothetical.

"Sometimes a new queen will come in a hive while the old queen is still in power. When this
happens, either the old queen must locate to a new hive or engage in a battle to the death until
only one queen remains.”

“"What are you saying? That I'm threatened by Alicia? That I'm, like, the old queen of the hive,
and it’s time for me to go.”

“I'm just talking about bees. They're on the Discovery Channel. What are YOU talking about?”

Penny now tries to win back favor with the guys by buying them Chinese food. She even
remembers Sheldon’s chicken to be diced instead of shredded, brown rice, mustard and low-
sodium soy sauce from the market. ("See how it’s done, Leonard?”) She is really trying, offering
to play Halo, watch Battlestar Galactica, even drop Mentos in Diet Coke. ("No, PMS is something
else, Raj.”) Right on cue, Alicia knocks and asks Leonard for a ride to an audition for CSI where
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she would play a hooker who gets killed (for those of you wondering about the episode’s title).
Sure enough, Leonard is only too happy to help, and Howard will practice lines with her. Raj just
wants to go with. Alicia will take them out for Chinese food...even though there’s Chinese food
right in front of them. Penny is mad as hell now, watching the guys pant after her like trained
dogs. Alicia even got Howard to drive to Orange County to get her television.

"When we first met, you got Leonard and me to get your TV from your ex-boyfriend.”

"Apples and oranges, Sheldon!”

Penny is very upset that Alicia is trying to skate by on her looks and taking advantage of
weak-willed men, getting auditions for network shows. Needless to say, her corn is creamed.
She decides to confront Alicia about it the next day in the laundry. The fact that Alicia was
disappointed that physicists don’'t make a lot might have been the proverbial breaking point.
Penny can’t let her let the guys paint her bedroom and install a satellite dish.

"Leonard and Howard and Raj aren’t like other guys. They're special. How can I explain this?
They don’t know how to use their shields.”

"Their shields?”

“Like in Star Trek, when you go into battle, you raise the shields. (yikes!) Where the hell did
that come from? Anyway, you know how guys like this are, so please don’t take advantage of
them.”

Suddenly Alicia’s is ticked off. "I'm not taking advantage of them. And how is that different
that what you're doing? I've seen you around them.”

"OK, lady. You're WAY out of line.”

"Well, what are you gonna do about it, bitch?”

It doesn’t take long for the guys to figure out what Penny will do about it...

On the plus side, Penny defended her honor well...that is, other than the black eye, busted
lip, and chipped tooth. The only one more upset than Penny (who wasn’t helped by Howard STILL
hitting on her) was Sheldon, who knows Leonard set Alicia’s stereo to DTS by the sound coming
through the ceiling. ("She called me cutie.”) Alicia was on a date with one of the producers on
CSI ("dead whore on TV, live one in real life”), and Sheldon is very upset that they seem to enjoy
jumping up and down on the bed in Alicia’s room. Well, that’s what he hears from the bedsprings.
Of course, nobody has the heart to correct him.
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The Hofstadter Isotope

Season 2
Episode Number: 37
Season Episode: 20

4 \
Originally aired: = Monday April 13, 2009
Writer: David Goetsch
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar (Rajesh Koothrap-

pali), Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon
Cooper), Kaley Cuoco (Penny)

Guest Stars: Kevin Sussman (Stuart)
Production Code: 3T7370
Summary: Leonard is so upset when a friend from the comic book store begins

dating Penny that he convinces Howard and Raj to take him to a bar
so that he can pick up a woman of his own.

As we all know, Sheldon is a creature of
habit. Well, if you define creature like the
one that Steve McQueen tried to kill in
The Blob. Even when the rules say so, he
is very upset when a routine changes. The
boys are having Thai food on a Thurs-
day night, which is ordinarily reserved
for pizza. However, the third Thursday of
every month is "Anything Can Happen
Thursday.” However, Sheldon’s digestive
system might pull an Anything Can Hap-
pen Thursday. What the guys call a rut,
Sheldon calls consistency. However, since
Sheldon was outvoted, he decides they
e should go to the comic book store, even
though they were just there the previous nlght After all, it’s Anything Can Happen Thursday.
"Way to think outside but pressed up against the box, Sheldon.” You can guess Leonard’s
opinion of the comic book store. However, Howard proffers a suggestion: Thursday nights are
Ladies’ Night at bars across America. You have to love his mathematics on the subject: as the
night progresses, he feels that the guys will get better looking thanks to 99-cent margaritas and
two-for-one Jello shots. There is, of course, one tiny detail: there’s no way in hell that will work.
However, Howard is undaunted, reminding the group of the Drake Equation.

SHELDON: "You mean the one that estimates the probability of making contact with extrater-
restrials by calculating the product of increasing restrictive series of fractional values, such those
stars with planets, and those planets likely to develop life, N = Rx FP x NE x FL x FI x FC x L?” (At-
tention, Chuck Lorre Productions: you now have the tape you should submit to get Jim Parsons
nominated for an Emmy.)

HOWARD: "Yeah! That one. You can modify it to calculate the chance of us having sex by
using the number of single women in Los Angeles by the number of those who might find us
attractive, and what I call the Wolowitz Coefficient: neediness times dress size squared.”

Leonard and Raj are suddenly inspired. "Let’s go, bitches! Lock up your daughters! We're
going to hit it and quit it!”

And as they head to the comic book store (really, you can’t go to a bar after Raj’s line), they
meet Penny in the hall, who has an unusual request. She needs a comic book for her 13-year-old
nephew. She should have been more specific, as Sheldon deconstructs every little "error” in her
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request, such as only saying "comic” and not specifying a particular Spider-Man. Since Sheldon
starts badgering her over whether it should be the Amazing Spider-Man, the Ultimate Spider-
Man, Spectacular Spider-Man, the Marvelous Adventures of Spider-Man, Spider-Man 2099, etc,
she relents and joins them on the quest.

At the comic book store, it doesn’t take long for everybody in it to stare at Penny. Leonard
reassuring her that they’re more scared of her than she is of them is no help at all. While Raj
and Howard wax philosophical about how pathetic the guys in the comic book store are (and
Howard spots a new Batman belt buckle), Penny has found something she likes: Stuart, the
owner. Having spotted Leonard, he comes over and offers his assistance. For a comic-book store
owner, he’s pretty smooth. ("Blink twice, Penny, if you're here against your will.”) Leonard doesn’t
want Penny to worry about Stuart, as he is actually a really great artist and not everybody in a
comic book store is a weirdo.

PENNY: "OK, but what about the guy over there with the superhero t-shirt tucked into his
sweatpants?”

LEONARD: "Ah, yeah. That's Captain Sweatpants. He doesn’t really help the point I'm trying
to make.”

As Sheldon and Howard fight over a Batman comic they both need (after going through 50
they already have—EACH!), Penny decides to enlist Stuart’s help.

PENNY: "What would you recommend for a 13-year-old boy?”

STUART: "A 13-year-old girl?”

He does give her a comic book to take to him, along with a pretty sketch of her. Well, it's only
Penny if she likes it. She wants the picture and is willing to trade for it...with her phone num-
ber. She does drive a hard bargain. ("So Leonard, how are you enjoying Anything Can Happen
Thursday?”)

Back at the apartment, Sheldon is enjoying the comic he grabbed from Howard, but clearly
Leonard is upset. He even turned off the Deep Space Nine-Star Trek Original Series "Trouble
With Tribbles” crossover. (Hell, you turn that off, you're practically suicidal!) Sheldon thinks
Leonard needs to talk...so Leonard should start an online blog and invite responses from total
strangers. Leonard can’t figure out why Penny would be interested in Stuart instead of him, as
they're practically the same.

SHELDON: "Oh, no. I disagree. Stuart is taller, artistic, self-employed, and most importantly
gets 45% off of comic books.” (Leonard gets the blog started.)

The next night is a relief for Sheldon: Chinese food and vintage video games like normal.
Before they delve into the classic text game of Zork (I wonder if they made their own version like
Chuck Bartowski and Bryce Larkin did), Penny heads out on a date...with Stuart. Stuart has a
work of art on display at a gallery, and the two of them are going to see it. This clinches it for
Leonard: "Howard, take me to a bar with women!” Howard is only too happy to do so, after he
takes off his underwear. ("If 'm going to get lucky, I don’t want it to be in my Aquaman briefs!”)
Sounds like good advice to Leonard and Raj; they take theirs off, too.

At the bar, it’s time to talk strategy. Rule #1, no Grasshoppers for Raj. Rule #2, no Chocolate
Martinis for Raj. He could order those drinks at many L.A. bars, but he wouldn’t need them to
talk to the women that wouldn’t be there in those bars. ("T'll have a Brandy Alexander.”) Leonard
wants to get an early start, but Howard advises patience. Let the lawyers and the jocks thin out
the herd, then he and Leonard go after the old, weak, and lame. (All chicks with seeing-eye dogs,
Howard calls dibs.)

Penny and Stuart are home from the gallery, mainly because Captain Sweatpants showed up
and touched all the cheese. Penny invites him in for coffee, but Stuart thinks it’'s a little late
for coffee. ("Oh, you think “coffee” means coffee. That’s so sweet.”) She covers by saying she has
decaf. (She is SO ”5” tonight.) Sheldon emerges in the hall and agrees that it might be a little late
for coffee. ("It’s OK, she has decaf.”) But Sheldon has a problem: he’s been in an online chatroom
all night arguing that the original Robin, Dick Grayson, is the natural successor to the Batman
cowl if Bruce Wayne is indeed dead. Stuart completely disagrees. Sheldon is shocked.

PENNY: "I found the decaf!”

STUART: "Great!”

SHELDON: "Herbal tea for me, please.” Yes, it had to happen eventually: Penny just got ****-
blocked by one of the guys.
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Speaking of not getting any (no, this isn’t a story about me), Raj is feeling no pain with his
Brandy Alexanders and Howard keeps shooting down possible candidates for Leonard. They
settle one a pair of women. One of them is wearing a whiplash collar and one keeps blinking.
Since Leonard thinks Blinky is cute, Howard launches into strategy. Leonard will pretend to
trip while Howard claims he’s had too much...FUN! However, Leonard doesn’t feel that doing
the multiple-handkerchiefs-in-his-mouth trick will get these women. Howard’s other strategy
wouldn’t work, since Leonard doesn’t know Howard’s ventriloquist routine.

Back at the apartment, Sheldon and Stuart continue to argue about Batman. Sheldon can’t
believe Stuart when he thinks that Joe Chill, murderer of Bruce Wayne’s parents, has been
restored to the Batman mythology. They could ask Penny...if they dared wake her up on the
couch. Sheldon advises against it, as Penny will maul him like a rabid wolverine.

There is a synergy, though, between Leonard and Penny. Penny is sleeping alone, and Leonard
wishes he was right now. Leonard has to watch Howard make a fool of himself trying to hit on
women and take the blame for him striking out. They finally give up and go to collect Raj...if they
can untie him from the slightly large woman making out with him.

In the morning, Raj is becoming familiar with the term "coyote ugly.” However, rather than
chew his arm off to escape, he takes comfort in the fact that he’s the only one of the 5 who got
any last night.

103



The Big Bang Theory Episode Guide

104



The Big Bang Theory Episode Guide

The Vegas Renormalization

Season 2
Episode Number: 38
Season Episode: 21

e N
Originally aired: = Monday April 27, 2009
Writer: Jessica Ambrosetti, Nicole Lorre, Andrew Roth, Steven Molaro
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nay-

yar (Rajesh Koothrappali), Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim
Parsons (Sheldon Cooper)

Guest Stars: Jodi Lyn O’Keefe (Mikayla)
Production Code: 3T7371
Summary: Leonard and Raj take Wolowitz to Las Vegas to help him get over his

break-up with Leslie. Sheldon, home alone and looking forward to it,
locks himself out and has only one other place to stay-Penny’s.

"Are you from the Star Wars universe?”
Yes.

“"Were you in the original trilogy?” Yes.

“Is there a picture of you in my wallet
wearing a metal bikini?” I HOPE NOT!

Clearly, you don’t need lots of money
and knowledge of the different X-Men
universes to have fun with the guys.
Howard seems to be doing well against
Leonard’s 20 questions, although clearly
Leonard is NOT Princess Leia. Raj’s turn:

"Were you in all six Star Wars movies?”
Yes.

"Are you a droid?” Yes.

“Do you kind of look like a shiny Shel-

don?” YES! C-3PO it is.

Sheldon is in full denial about it (his reaction, well, you’ll have to see it for yourself). Mean-
while, Howard’s phone is blinding him with science. Leslie Winkle is on the line, and she has
reached the "friends with benefits” line. While Howard takes the call, Sheldon questions that
phrase. He didn’t realize people could offer their friends health insurance. Leonard explains to
Sheldon it means you maintain a friendship with someone you had sex with but are still free to
date anyone else. ("Sorry, I can’t imagine any of that.”) Howard doesn’t have to imagine any of
that, either. Leslie just dumped him. ("Howard, mama is a rolling stone.”) Nobody realized he had
such an emotional attachment to her.

”Of course I had feelings for her. I saw her naked, for God’s sake!”

Everybody wants to comfort him, but surprisingly, it’s Sheldon that has the following idea.

“You know, I'm given to understand that there is an entire city in Nevada designed specifically
to help people like Howard forget their problems....and replace them with new problems, such
as alcoholism, gambling addiction, and sexually-transmitted diseases.” (First Sheldon rant I ever
got written on the first try!)

RAJ: "Is it me, or is that Sheldon’s way of saying VEGAS BABY!” (Really, it’s like trying to play
golf without referencing "Caddyshack.” You just can’t do it.)

Leonard is inspired; he wants to be a "RIGHT NOW!” person. He wants to be up five hunny by
midnight. Daddy’s gonna give him the Rain Man suite! (Damn Vince Vaughn and Jon Favreau
anyhow!) He just has to go refill a prescription first. Howard is convinced: Vegas, baby! As far as
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his mother knows: SeaWorld, baby! As for Sheldon, he’d rather have a blowfly lay eggs and hatch
larvae in his auditory canal.

As it turns out, the idea of VEGAS BABY! (errgh!) is even great for Sheldon. His good mood
creeps Penny out as they go up the stairs, but tonight he is free to eat Kandai Paneer. It is Indian
food (which Raj loathes), containing copious amounts of peanuts (which would reduce Wolowitz
to a 97-pound wheezing blister) and includes paneer, a farmer’s cheese (which would cause
Leonard to make any room uninhabitable within 5 minutes). He is going to relish in the repast
in his Fortress of Solitude. ("That's Superman’s ice-thingy, right?”) But Sheldon is in such as
good mood, he even finds Penny’s tenuous grasp of the English language folksy and charming.
Well, that is until he can’t find his keys. ("What's wrong, Superman? Locked out of your big
ice-thingy?”)

About 350 miles to the northeast, Leonard and Raj are preparing for their night in VEGAS
BABY! (sorry) Raj is macking on the toiletries in the hotel, but Leonard needs to borrow some
aftershave. Fortunately for Leonard, Howard studied at the Brian Fantana School of Spritzing.
Howard has about 20 different colognes, musks, forest scents, botanicals, and even pheremonal
sprays. (What, no Sex Panther? Amateur!) But Raj and Leonard ARE impressed by Howard’s sup-
ply of Gold Circle condoms. ("Yes we can!”) There will be plenty for Raj, as Howard can’t get away
from looking at Leslie’s Facebook page, which is already changed to update their relationship, or
lack thereof. He can’t believe it; he wants it to be known that he dumped her!

RAJ: "But she did dump you.”

HOWARD: "Grow up Raj, there’s no place for truth on the Internet.” (Oh, for those of you
wondering, I'm 6 foot 2, 190 pounds, brown hair/blue eyes, athletic build, and just made $2
million short-selling AIG stock.)

Raj and Leonard go downstairs without Howard, but Raj needs a plan in case one of them
gets lucky. Leonard agrees if he finds a woman, he’ll take her to his stately manor in Gotham
City, and if Raj hooks up, he’ll find a bunk for the night on the moon.

At Penny’s, she tries to find the emergency key; while Sheldon laments that they have a bowl
for emergency keys. That bowl would have come in handy, as Penny used the keys to borrow
some milk from the guys’ apartment and left the key there. ("Leonard thought I was crazy for
saying that carton was lighter!”) Of course, his keys are in that same bowl right now. Penny
says he can eat dinner there while waiting for the building superintendent, but Sheldon’s off his
rocker.

"Eat my dinner? In your apartment? Sure, why not! And after we're done, we can all go pilin’ in
my pickup truck and go skinny-dippin’ down in the crick! ‘Cause today’s the day to stop makin’
sense!” (helps to use a hillbilly voice)

Leonard and Raj are enjoying themselves with some video slots, free drinks, and all-you-can-
eat shrimp at a VEGAS BABY! bar, while Howard keeps Twittering about his lot in life. Raj needs
to down some liquid courage (OK, I got that from the HBO series about the Bunny Ranch. So
sue me!) as a woman named Michaela asks him if he wants to "party.” Raj is more than a little
interested, but Leonard needs to tell him something. Since it is expected that Michaela will not
be torturing Raj like she did some of the escapees on "Prison Break,” one would assume that
Leonard is trying to tell Raj that Michaela is a prostitute. Naturally, Raj doesn’t believe it, but
Leonard wonders how many gorgeous women have ever walked up to Raj in a bar and asked him
to party.

RAJ: "Maybe I can save her.”

LEONARD: "Maybe. But I'm guessing it'll cost you $500 an hour to TRY.” So much for
Michaela.

Howard is not doing well, judging by his Twitters. "I am at the bottom of a black hole, staring
into the abyss. My life is meaningless, my future is without hope.” Taking him to see Blue
Man Group doesn’t sound like a viable option, but Raj has an inspiration: Michaela. Leonard
is adamantly against it...until Howard Twitters that he is about to open a $20 jar of peanuts and
end it all.

Sheldon and Penny attempt small talk at her apartment...and fail. (Actually, it was even worse
than I just described it.)

Leonard and Raj track down Michaela. Since they want this to be a surprise for Howard, they
ask her if she can make it seem like she’s really interested in him and not really a prostitute.

MICHAELA: "Oh, you want the Girlfriend Experience.”
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RAJ: "If it’s not too much to ask, could we have the Jewish Girlfriend Experience?”

Sheldon and Penny’s night isn’t getting better, certainly not with 20 Questions. Sheldon tries
a different tact: "Are you and Leonard friends with benefits?” That quickly spices up the evening.
Sheldon explains he’s heard that phrase recently. What he can’t understand is that it seems like
a practical thing to have sex without getting emotionally attached, yet Howard ended up crying
like a little girl.

PENNY: "Well, some people can’t handle that kind of relationship.”

SHELDON: "Can you?”

PENNY: "Excuse me??”

SHELDON: "Are you able to have sex with men without developing an emotional attachment?”

Penny is clearly uncomfortable with Sheldon’s line of questioning, but he protests that he
can'’t tell if she’s uncomfortable with the question, as he is bad with reading facial expressions,
body lan...”

Howard is convinced to come downstairs, but he is wholly unimpressed with the selection of
shrimp. Cue Michaela...

"Boy, would it kill them to put out a nice brisket?” Hook, line, and sinker! ("I'm Howard
Wolowitz.” "Hi, I'm Esther Rosenblatt.”)

Penny gives Sheldon some blankets and a pillow for sleeping on the couch, but he’s in full-
protest mode already, saying he can’t sleep on the couch and will NOT be reenacting E.M. Snick-
ering’s beloved children’s book "The Tall Man for Cornwall.” At wit’s end, Penny will give him her
bed if he “shuts his hole” for the next 8 hours.

Meanwhile, Howard is learning Michaela’s...I mean, Esther’s...turn-on’s, which include read-
ing in front of a fire, long walks on the beach, and getting freaky on the Sabbath with a bacon
cheeseburger. However, her "Oy gevalt, you're hot” was probably a bit over the top, as he goes to
conference with Leonard and Raj. It’s pretty obvious she’s a hooker, and he’s not happy they set
him up. But, since they already gave her the money... THANK YOU!

Sheldon still can’t sleep, which of course means Penny won't be sleeping. He asks her to sing
"Soft Kitty” for him. She protests it is for when he’s sick, but he considers being homesick a type
of being sick. Since it’s that or they stay up and talk...

"Soft kitty, warm Kkitty, little ball of fur. Happy kitty...um...”

"Sleepy kitty. Start over.”

“Soft kitty, warm Kkitty, little ball of fur. Happy kitty, sleepy kitty, purr, purr, purr.”

But a tender moment: "Penny, thank you for letting me sleep over.”

"Awww, you're welcome sweetie.”

3..2..1

“I'm sleepy now, you can get out.”

Leonard returns home, and Sheldon is more than happy to tell him that, thanks to Penny, he
now has a much better understanding of "friends with benefits.” Vegas, baby, Vegas.
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The Classified Materials Turbulence

Season 2
Episode Number: 39
Season Episode: 22

4 )
Originally aired: = Monday May 4, 2009
Writer: Chuck Lorre, Lee Aronsohn (I), Bill Prady, Steven Molaro
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Recurring Role: Kevin Sussman (Stuart)

Guest Stars: Robert Clotworthy (Astronaut), Travis Davis (Ground Controller)
Production Code: 3T7373

Summary: Leonard is torn between being honest or self-serving when Stuart asks

his advice for an upcoming second date with Penny. Wolowitz real-
izes there’s a crucial error in a toilet he designed for the International
Space Station.

Of all the people in the world Sheldon
could emulate, you wouldn’t have Col.
Kilgore from "Apocalypse Now” at the top
of the list. Or at the bottom. Or any-
where in it. But Sheldon does love the
smell of new comic books in the morning.
Even better, the comics are on Howard to-
day. He is proud to announce his zero-
gravity waste distribution system is being
deployed in the International Space Sta-
tion. Yup, he created a space toilet.

LEONARD: "Thanks to your hard
work, an international crew of astronauts
will be able to boldly go where no man
has gone before.” You know it’s a good
one when even Sheldon appreciates it, even though Howard is offended.

RAJ: "You're right. It's a very important scientific breakthrough for two reasons. Number
one....and number two!” (Sheldon likes that one, too.)

Stuart, the bookstore owner has the latest Hellboy comic for him at the ready, telling Sheldon
it is "mind-blowing.” Sheldon is mad as hell at the spoiler Stuart gave. (Yeah, I missed it, too.)
Sheldon must now read the comic with a pre-blown mind, which cannot be unblown. (It's TV-PG
folks, don’t go there.) Thankfully, Stuart turns the conversation to Leonard and Stuart’s first date
with Penny. He didnt feel it went well (thanks to Sheldon mainly), and Leonard is hopeful that
Stuart will just pick himself up, dust himself off, and move on. The problem with that is Penny
and Stuart have another date. Thankfully, Sheldon is there to have Leonard’s back by ruining
the new Flash comic for Stuart, saying it'll knock his socks off. ("Good luck getting them back
on.”) Back to sanity and the date, Stuart asks Leonard advice about how the second date might
go. Leonard feigns interest and promises Stuart that he’ll call him back with an answer. (Yeah,
right.) But of course, Raj and Howard are supportive of Leonard’s subterfuge.

HOWARD: "If you want to make sure he gets nowhere with Penny without jeopardizing your
friendship with either of them, just tell him to do everything you've done with her for the last two
years!”

It’s funny how Raj will later bring up the subject of karma when referring to Leonard’s actions,
as it seems karma is ready to catch up right now. On the way up from getting the mail, Penny
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asks Leonard if he was cool with her going on a second date with Stuart. He says it’s all in the
past, and he’s a "right-now” guy. But his job does require him to think about the future, while
his interests have to do with things in the past...never mind. Penny asks for some advice on
Stuart, as he is extremely shy. Leonard tells Penny to let there be a little bit of awkwardness,
since Stuart thrives under pressure. ("That’s why he works in a comic book store!”)

LESSONS IN DRIVING SHELDON NUTS - NUMBER 810 - When someone calls, don’t answer
your phone. Sheldon can’t believe Leonard won't pick up his call from Stuart at the university’s
cafeteria. Assuming Stuart is calling to talk about Penny is where Sheldon thinks Leonard is
going wrong. ("Perhaps the comic book store is on fire.”) Of course, even after it goes to voicemail,
Sheldon just can’t let it go. "You have to check you messages, Leonard! The leaving of the message
is one half of the social contract, which is completed by the checking of the message! If that
contract breaks down, then all social contracts break down and we have anarchy!”

LEONARD: "It must be hell inside your head.”

The good news is, Howard is there to break up the conversation with an issue of his own.
The bad news is, the waste disposal system on the Space Station will stop functioning after 10
flushes. Since you can’t really light a match up there for the next six months, he has to fix the
problem quickly. He asks the guys for help, who will be glad to help after they stop laughing
hysterically.

Howard brings the waste disposal system to the guys’ apartment with all of the onboard ma-
terials the astronauts can use to fix it. They have to prevent the waste from hitting the spinning
turbines. Yes, that’s right...if they don’t fix this the ****s gonna hit the fan. Sheldon can’t believe
toilet humor just gets funnier. But before Howard has to tolerate any more crap, Leonard has to
get off the pot (good God, it’s spreading) and talk to Stuart, who has tracked him down before his
date with Penny. Stuart REALLY needs some advice to make the date go well.

"Off the top of my head, I'd say the most important thing to do with Penny is to go slow. Like
glacial. You know, guys hit on Penny all the time, so you need to set yourself apart. Be a little
shy, dont make too much eye contact, treat her with cool detachment...and fear. Like if you touch
her, she’ll break.”

STUART: "Wow, that’s like my wheelhouse!”

The guys are half-repulsed and half-impressed by Leonard’s sneaky plot. He contends he did
not give bad advice, just didn’t give helpful advice.

SHELDON: "For what it's worth, my mother says when we deceive for personal gain, we make
Jesus cry.”

The guys are trying to pull an all-nighter on fixing the space toilet. Unfortunately, between
Leonard lamenting the mistake he made and Sheldon’s solution not being suitable enough for
the Russian astronauts and their potato-based diet, the guys are stuck. Leonard’s deception will
come back to bite him, according to Raj. In fact, karma is quite Newtronian in nature. For every
action, there’s an equal and opposite reaction. Leonard messed up the date between Stuart and
Penny, he comes back in the next life as a banana slug.

Leonard decides to go to Penny’s and come clean. He engages Penny in conversation and tries
to ask her about the date. She is quite insistent that she doesn’t want to talk about it. He presses,
and that seems to get her very upset, saying what happened between her and Stuart is none of
his business. Fortunately, Raj has some advice...

“If you really want to clean up your karma, go get my frickin’ latte.”

The guys continue trying to fix the space toilet, minus Leonard. He is permitted to go to
the comic book store before Howard has enough of his whining and kicks him in the ovaries.
Fortunately, Howard finds the missing piece of the puzzle (and it’s not the separator from the
pizza box), and they’re ready to try it out. Howard has brought some of his mother’s meatloaf to
simulate the toilet, as it has been testing commodes for ages. (and boy do I wish I wasn’t eating
dinner right now). He puts in the meatloaf, hits the switch and the meatloaf rockets out, sticking
to the ceiling. (At least it didn’t hit the fan!) Perhaps breadcrumbs are the problem.

Leonard arrives at the comic book store and goes into apology mode about the advice he gave.
It turns out the advice was dead-on. Stuart took it slow, acted distant, and it seemed to work.
For him, that is. Two bottles of wine later and Penny is up to the ol 5 again on her personality
profile. It was going great, then...

STUART: "Everything was good and really hot I said 'Oh, Penny.’, and right where she was
supposed to say 'Oh, Stuart.’, she said...your name.”
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Leonard can’t believe it (for more reasons than one, obviously), but Stuart takes it in stride:
she could have said, "You know I'm a dude, right?”

Howard has fixed the problem, but they’ll keep it under wraps (or the lid, as it were). Leonard
tries to contain his joy about Penny saying Leonard. ("You did say Leonard, didn’t you?”) Un-
fortunately, given that the entire crew of the International Space Station wants to take a space
walk, whether Houston approves or not, maybe Howard’s solution needs more work.
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The Monopolar Expedition

Season 2
Episode Number: 40
Season Episode: 23

4 )
Originally aired: = Monday May 11, 2009
Writer: Eric Kaplan (I), Richard Rosenstock
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Guest Stars: Carol Ann Susi (Mrs. Wolowitz), Alice Amter (Mrs. Koothrappali), Brian
George (Dr. Koothrappali)

Production Code: 3T7372

Summary: The guys’ prestigious offer to work over the summer at the North Pole-
and Penny’s resultant behavior-leaves Leonard unsure if he should

go.

Wow, how can Leonard get something so
elementary wrong in his formulas? How-
ever, the apartment agreement CLEARLY
forbids Sheldon from criticizing Leonard,
so Leonard is forced to find his error and
correct it. Sheldon observes, "You actu-
ally had it right in the first place. Once
again, you've fallen for one of my clas-
sic pranks. BAZINGA!” Sheldon becomes
concerned when the president of the uni-
versity emails him and tells him to meet
at 8AM tomorrow. That's going to put
8AM breakfast (and the 8:20 bowel move-
ment) in a bit of a quandary. As the pres-
ident didn’t say what the meeting was
about in the email, Sheldon has 14 hours (840 minutes!) to contemplate what the president
wants. He has this annoying thing over his head now, but at least Leonard knows what he
means by having annoying things buzzing about his head.

Give Sheldon credit for waiting 8 hours before disturbing Leonard’s sleep with the standard
”3 knock-Leonard-repeat” cadence, although the same can’t be said for the president of the
university, his wife, and their sullen teenage daughter. Sheldon apparently went there when
the president didn’t reply back and his phone number was unlisted. (Gee, can’t imagine why.)
However, a theory arises: Sheldon had sent a grant to the National Science Foundation to study
slow-moving monopoles at the magnetic North Pole? (which seems to have moved a couple of
times this decade for some reason). The NSF’s expedition suddenly got an opening or two, so
Sheldon thinks that’s why the president was emailing him. This is enough to get Leonard out of
the bathroom.

LEONARD: "Wait a minute. He offered to send you to the North Pole?”

SHELDON: “In fact, he was quite enthusiastic. He said ’'quite frankly, if I could send you
tonight, I would’.”

It's possible for Sheldon confirm his ideas of String Theory if all goes well, but there is one
problem: it’s too cold up there. Heck, he has to leave the theatre if his Icee gives him brain freeze.
But he can’t pass up such a phenomenal opportunity...

LEONARD: "Sheldon, what words are there that I can say right now so I can end this conver-
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SHELDON: "0Odd, President Seibert posed the exact same question.” Pity that Leonard doesn’t
have any dogs to set on Sheldon.

The next day, Leonard, Raj, and Wolowitz contemplate the possibility of 3 months without
Sheldon. They could go outside, sit on the left side of the couch, go to the bathroom at 8:20.
(Even they realize they have small goals.) Sheldon gives them the news that he has tentatively

of them join him as support staff. The boys discuss it. It's certainly hard to tell the National
Science Foundation "no,” but maybe they could say they don’t want to spend three months with
an "anal nut bag,” as Howard puts it. But it is a phenomenal opportunity that could get them
on magazines, and Raj figures that putting up with Sheldon for 3 months in a subzero cabin
will result in a karmic payback of a "well-hung billionaire with wings” in the next life. They tell
Sheldon they're in. Of course, since Sheldon is the team leader, he expects everyone to call him
”sir,” but there will be a briefing on that later. Maybe Howard can still get on a magazine as
the guy who killed Sheldon with a crossbow. (This sounds remarkably like a shotgun for some
reason.)

Here’s the good news: the way to counter the "3 knock - Penny - repeat” cadence is to "3 knock
- Sheldon - repeat” in reply. 5 rounds of knocking and 4 Tylenol later, Sheldon requests access
to the Cheesecake Factory freezer ("Honey, I already told you the hamburger meat is fresh and
stored at a safe temperature.”), so they may practice acclimating themselves to the cold for their
expedition to the North Pole. Needless to say, Penny is shocked and promptly goes to Leonard.
She questions when Leonard was going to tell her, but Leonard tells her the guys were too busy
getting physicals, buying thermal underwear, and studying snow. Penny blows it off, trying to act
nonchalant about it. But she does agree to let them stay in the freezer. After she leaves, Leonard
wonders if Penny was upset about them leaving. Sheldon correctly guesses that she didn’t look
upset, and Leonard was a little upset.

LEONARD: "I know she’s not my girlfriend or anything, but don’t you think she’d feel a little
bad that I'd be gone for the whole summer?”

SHELDON: "That sounds like a bonus question. I'm going to stop here and say I've had a great
time.”

The big test for the guys: survival in the Cheesecake Factory freezer. The guys must prac-
tice using tools in the extreme cold. Without the actual equipment, Sheldon has to improvise.
Leonard must do complex calculations using an old calculator, while Raj paints sideburns and a
Van Dyke beard (a goatee with no mustache) on a six-inch replica of Legolas the Elf, and Howard
must do a series of delicate surgical features...using an Operation board. (start with the Funny
Bone for $200) Raj chokes on the paint, Leonard tries to operate the calculator without gloves
and instantly gets frosbite, and you can guess what happened with Howard. Of course, assem-
bling the equipment while still in the warm cabin then taking it outside never really occurred to
Sheldon. ("I guess we're done here.”)

As Wolowitz and Leonard enjoy a hot chocolate with a stick of butter (a stick of ”I Can’t Believe
It’s Not Butter” for the lactose-intolerant Leonard), Raj is in a videoconference argument with his
parents about going on the trip. They don’t want him to go, but Howard tries to convince them
it is safe to go and that his mother agreed to it. In fact, Howard will put his mother on with
Raj’s parents to discuss going to the Arctic. ("ARCTIC??? I THOUGHT YOU WERE GOING TO
ARKANSAS!!!”) Leonard is more than thrilled that Penny wants to see him in the hall so he can
get away from the arguing and guilt. Penny bought him a blanket...with sleeves (yeah, that thing
in the infomercials). It allows him to be all snoodled up while doing his "science stuff.” Penny
gives him a hug. He hugs back. He stops hugging her. She DOESN'T stop hugging him. He starts
hugging her again. They finally break up. Penny returns to her apartment, leaving Leonard very
confused (and snoodled) in the hall. He returns to find Mrs. Wolowitz being shocked at the fact
that, in the whole of India, there’s not a single Outback Steakhouse. Hope she never goes to
Sydney; she’ll be REALLY disappointed.

Late at night, Leonard wakes Sheldon. No, you read that right, although Sheldon’s mad be-
cause Mee Maw was about to give him a cookie. Leonard doesn’t think he can go to the North
Pole. Although Leonard shouldn’t worry because Sheldon’s expectations for Leonard are low, he
thinks that Penny might miss him and he shouldn’t go in case she move on to someone else in
the interim. "She does have a short attention span,” Sheldon concedes. But Sheldon agrees he
can’t go, because Penny would seem to want to have an intimate and carnal relationship with
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Leonard.

LEONARD: "You really think so?”

SHELDON: "Of course not. Even in my sleep-deprived state, I managed to pull of one of my
classic pranks. BAZINGA!”

Leonard has to wake Penny before he leaves to talk to her. He asks about the "you’ll miss me,”
the blanket with sleeves, and the long hug. It means she’ll miss him, wine, a credit card and
late-night TV is a bad combo, and it was just a hug. There was no meaning behind it. Leonard is
clearly disappointed, but at least things are cleared up. He bids her goodbye.

PENNY: "Have a safe trip. Goodbye. (closing the door) It means I wish you weren’t going.”

At the North Pole, things are already bleak: they ran out of ice. But on the good side, they
should realize they're on the top of the world, a place so few people in human history will ever
see. They celebrate with reconstituted Thai food, including dehydrated low sodium soy sauce,
freeze-dried spicy mustard, and flash-frozen brown rice. Plus a viewing of John Carpenter’s "The
Thing”. Everything will be fine...when Howard gets out of Sheldon’s spot.

HOWARD: "There’s no time for a crossbow. Get me an icicle.”
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The Electric Can Opener Fluctuation

Season 3
Episode Number: 41
Season Episode: 1

)
Originally aired: = Monday September 21, 2009
Writer: Steven Molaro
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Guest Stars: John Ross Bowie (Barry Kripke), Laurie Metcalf (Mary Cooper)
Production Code: 3X5551
Summary: Discovering that Leonard, Raj, and Howard fudged the results of his
Arctic research expedition, a disgraced Sheldon heads home to Texas.
\ J

The boys are finally back from the Arc-
tic Circle. Although one wonders if Shel-
don had spent more time with the razor
and scissors, as he bears more of a re-
semblance to the evil Mr. Spock (or per-
haps Howie Mandel with hair) than the
Geico Insurance cavemen look the other
three were sporting. Naturally, Sheldon
thought the expedition went wonder-
fully. Perhaps it was because his mom’s
church group prayed for his safety. (Well,
she thinks it worked and told Sheldon
that.) To be fair, Leonard found the re-
turn home pretty good. Of course, hav-
. ing Penny practically jump him, kiss him
passionately, and drag him into her apartment might have had something to do with it.

HOWARD: Dammit. I should have gone over and told her we were back.

RAJ: (sarcastically) Yeah. It was "first come, first serve.”

To say Sheldon was pleased with the results of his experiments would be an understatement.
Although he appreciated the contributions of Howard and Raj, he can’t mention them in his Nobel
acceptance speech. However, they will get an effusive footnote (and a signed copy!) of his memoirs.
This would probably be a good time to tell Sheldon the truth, since Sheldon’s Vulcan hearing can
pick up whispers from another room. Sheldon thinks they want to talk about having to sleep
together naked to conserve body heat the one night the power went out. What Sheldon thought
were magnetic monopoles he discovered to prove String Theory correct were actually caused by
operating the electric can opener and causing static. The reason they did that is because Sheldon
wasn't finding any at first and he started acting like an obnoxious giant dictator.

RAJ: I thought we were going to be gentle with him.

HOWARD: That’s why I added the ”-tator”.

It helped the guys from not wanting to kill Sheldon because it made him colon-Capital D.
(in the world of emoticons) Finding this out made Sheldon become colon-Captial O. He feels
betrayed, especially by Leonard.

Sheldon demands to see Leonard, who would prefer not interrupting his makeout session
with Penny. (BTW Kaley, whatever you were doing during hiatus, keep doing that.) Since Leonard
refuses to answer to Sheldon’s knock, Sheldon decides to demand to talk to Penny.

SHELDON: I realize you're currently at the mercy of your primitive biological urges, but as
you have a lifetime of poor decisions ahead of you, may I interrupt this one?
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Sheldon tells how the three fed him false data in his experiments. Penny wants to know why.
Leonard says it was to keep him happy and prevent them from throwing Sheldon’s Kindle outside
and then locking him out when he went to get it.

SHELDON: That seems like a bit of an overreaction!

LEONARD: No. An overreaction would be to tie your limbs to 4 different sled dog teams and
yell "mush!”

The original data was still available, but Sheldon already sent an email claiming he solved
String Theory. Sending a retraction email would humiliate Sheldon in front of the whole univer-
sity. Penny takes Sheldon’s side in this and goes to talk to him. She tries her best, even singing
Soft Kitty, which only works when he is sick. He’s unconsolable, since not only was the three
months at the North Pole for nothing, he missed Comic Con. Penny tries, though. She tells him a
story about being told a rumor she would be head cheerleader in high school before they named
Valerie Mossbacher head cheerleader (the big ol’ slutbag!). She was devastated. Her mom even
made her a celebratory pie.

SHELDON: Are you saying a celebration pie is even comparable to a Nobel prize?

PENNY: Well, they're pretty tasty.

SHELDON: And on a different but not unrelated topic, based on your efforts to buoy my
spirits, do you think you were ever fit to be a cheer-LEADER?

OK, one more try. Penny tries to compare what the guys did to the new Star Trek movie when
Kirk took over the ship and told Spock all those things that weren’t true, like not caring his
mother died.

SHELDON: I missed Comic Con AND the new Star Trek movie!!! (he’s bawling like a 3-year-old)

At the university, the guys have shaved, except for Howard’s mustache. (the "Clooney” or the
"Mario and Luigi”, depending on your opinion) Leonard is spared having to give too many details
about whether he and Penny had sex as Sheldon comes in and refuses to sit with them...and
unsuccessfully tries to choke Leonard by using The Force. They try to apologize again, but he’s
not having it. Having Kripke come in and telling Sheldon he "destwoyed his weputation” with
the retwaction email didn’t help. Sheldon tries to defend himself to the cafeteria by invoking
the "biggest blunder” Einstein admitted to, but since that blunder was later proven correct, that
makes Sheldon a big "woser.”

Leonard returns to Penny to give her the gift he wanted before getting interrupted: a preserved
snowflake from the North Pole. He begins to explain how he preserved it, but this apparently is
the most effective way to get Penny to kiss him. He is again interrupted by Howard and Raj,
who report that Sheldon has resigned from the university and went back to Texas, based on the
phone call Leonard receives from Sheldon’s mother. Her powers of persuasion are not limited to
working on Sheldon, as the three of them are on a plane to Texas to bring him back. (Penny
promises to still be there when they get back.)

LEONARD: I don’t want to go to Texas!

HOWARD: And I do? My people already crossed the desert once. We're done!

At home, Sheldon is getting used to doing things the way he used to, which includes prayer
before every meal. But his mom was nice enough to cut a smiley face into his grilled cheese, so
a little "God’s neat, let’s eat” never hurt anybody. She recalls that they had sat together like this
when he was a kid, when the neighborhood kids would hate him. Sheldon thinks they were too
stupid to know they hated him because of his intelligence, but actually they did know that.

Leonard, Howard, and Raj make it down there. Raj is disappointed he won’t get to see a cattle
drive, but at least they have steaks on sale at the Costco. It turns out Raj can’t talk to Sheldon’s
mother, either. However, a woman at her church might be able to do a healing thing she does
with the crutch and wheelchair crowd, and she might be willing to take a shot at "whatever
Third World demon is rolling around” in him. Leonard wants to get back to L.A. quickly. ("A girl?
I've been praying for you.”) She calls Sheldon out, but Sheldon refuses their apology, as he is
convinced he is now destined to teach Evolution to a bunch of Creationists.

MRS. COOPER: You watch your mouth, Shelly. Everyone’s entitled to their opinion.

SHELDON: Evolution is not opinion, it’s fact.

MRS. COOPER: And that is YOUR opinion!

(pause)

SHELDON: I forgive you. Let’s go home!

MRS. COOPER: Don't tell me prayer doesn’t work!
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Finally returning to L.A. Leonard can get back to Penny, and they FINALLY have sex! Leonard
doesn’t see why it has to be weird for friends to have sex. They were friends, and now they're
more than friends. It is what it is.

PENNY: Leonard? It’s weird.

LEONARD: Totally.
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The Jiminy Conjecture

Season 3
Episode Number: 42
Season Episode: 2

4 )
Originally aired: = Monday September 28, 2009
Writer: Jim Reynolds (I)
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Guest Stars: Lewis Black (Professor Crawley)
Production Code: 3X5552
Summary: Sheldon and Howard wager comic books over a cricket's species.
Meanwhile, a less-than-perfect romantic night agonizes Leonard and
Penny.
\ & J

At the comic book store, Leonard inter-
rupts the banal ripostes between Howard
and Sheldon regarding whether Wolver-
ine had bone claws. The guys are sur-
prised to see him, even though it was New
Comic Book Night, since he is now sleep-
ing with Penny. (Or "Bouncy Naked Yum-
Yum Night,” according to Raj.) Leonard
doesn’t think they have to have sex ev-
ery night, but Howard insists it is highly
recommended. Sheldon speculates that
Leonard may be trying to cover for some
sort of sexual dysfunction ("Leonard got a
floppy disk!”), but it isn’t that, either. He

- . doesn’t want to try and describe it, but he
and Penny were both a little... ("Disappointed? Let down? Ashamed? Horrified? Repulsed?”) None
of those, apparently. Leonard just thinks it wasn’t the way he dreamed it would be.

HOWARD: Hell, sex is never the way I dreamed.

RAJ: That’s because in your dreams, you're a horse from the waist down.

The gang is gathered for dinner from Mumbai Palace, which goes against Sheldon’s tradition
of Tandoori Palace. Howard and Raj start giving some shots across the bow about how Leonard’s
night went, and Penny is confused. Leonard is ready to brush it off, but Sheldon doesn’t seem
to get the conept of not revealing sexual details to the other party involved. He spills every last
thing Leonard said at the comic book store. Penny is aghast, and Leonard is about to commit
the even-bigger mistake of trying to apologize right away. Howard thinks it will be fun if Sheldon
tries to figure out on his own where he just committed an unforgivable sin. (Uhh, we’ll come back
to that.)

Penny is embarrassed about the guys knowing how things went with Leonard, but she had
to admit that things were merely "OK” in her book as well. She realizes it takes time for some
couples to really know what their partner wants, although she hasn’t had that problem herself.
Leonard could really uses a glass of wine right now.

Much, much later, Sheldon figures out that he shouldn’t have discussed Leonard and Penny’s
sex life in front of Leonard and Penny. ("Now I can eat.”) However, Sheldon, Howard, and Raj hear
a cricket in the room. To be specific, a snowy tree cricket, based on the number of chirps per
minute and the ambient temperature in the room, according to Sheldon. Howard wants to know
how he figured that out. Oops...
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SHELDON: In 1890, Emile Dolbear determined that there was a fixed relationship between the
number of chirps per minute of the snowy tree cricket and the ambient temperature; a precise
relationship that is not present with ordinary field crickets.

RAJ: And how do you know what the ambient room temperature is?

SHELDON: According to our agreement, I have control over the thermostat since the sweaty
night in "06.

Howard spent his childhood with many an insect, capturing them, putting them in jars, label-
ing them by genus and species using Dymo labels, and he is not convinced they heard a snowy
field cricket. He is willing to wager his Fantastic Four comic #48, with the first appearance of the
Silver Surfer against Sheldon’s Flash #123 comic. The bet is on, but how do they determine the
species of the cricket? Time to do a little hunting in the apartment.

RAJ: I wonder what the non-pathetic people are doing tonight. (Judging by the alternating of
wine and kissing by Leonard and Penny, mostly the same thing.)

The boys head into the hall, where a rumbling growl scares them. (RAJ: That was me. Indian
food doesn’t agree with me. Ironic, isn't it?) They break open the broken elevator (another irony
I guess) and Sheldon descends into it to find the cricket. However, Howard and Raj trace the
cricket down the stairs, leaving Sheldon in the elevator, and in the dark.

Still that was better than Leonard and Penny’s night. Once the wine was gone, they switched to
Peppermint Schnapps to get in the mood, mainly because Penny likes Peppermint and Schnapps
is a funny word. You can pretty much guess what happens next. Both are having a peristaltic
chain reaction, to quote Messrs. Campbell and Algar.

At the university, Howard and Sheldon are still fighting over what kind of cricket they had.
They ask Raj to referee, but he has lost interest. Then they ask Leonard, but he has lost the will
to live. They thankfully settle it by asking Professor Crawley in the Entemology Department for
the definitive answer. Leonard is just glad they left.

In the Entemology lab, it is more than a little creepy, and Howard manages to get Raj to
scream like a little girl. It turns out bugs freak him out.

SHELDON: You're afraid of insects and women. Ladybugs must render you catatonic. It was
a joke. I made it to lessen your discomfort. You're welcome.

Professor Crawley comes in, and it would seem he is none too happy about his lot in life,
since he thinks Sheldon is there to take his office. Dr. Crawley just got his funding cut, and
he has nowhere to go after 20 years and a doctorate nobody seems to give him respect for. Of
course, Sheldon is oblivious to the soon-to-be-canned professor; he wants the cricket identified.
The professor is more worried about having to move in with his daughter in Oxnard. (in the onion
fields!) However, Crawley confirms it’s a simple field cricket, and Howard wins the bet. Crawley
(who was named Creepy Crawley by the other kids, natch) has a dung beetle in the lab named
after him that he discovered in the Bornean rain forests. It would have been a greater discovery
if his wife hadn’t been "shacking up with a two-bit orinthologist” at the time.

CRAWLEY: And when I tell you that that’s a common field cricket, you can take that to the
damn bank. Cause God knows I can’t That tramp took me for everything!

SHELDON: Well, apparently I was wrong. Congratulations.

As Sheldon laments having to get his Flash comic from his safe deposit box, Penny tries to
empathize that she’s having problems with Leonard, and he’s having problems with Wolowitz. To
no avail. Until Sheldon points out that the two aren’t in the same boat, since Penny can always
go back to being friends with Leonard. She considers that.

Sheldon enters the apartment relaying the fact that he and Penny talked about Leonard’s
sexual problems and that Sheldon has to give up his prized Flash comic.

LEONARD: Wait a minute. You talked to Penny about our sex life?

SHELDON: Leonard, it astonishes me that you continually fixate on the trivial. I LOST a bet
to Wolowitz!

Leonard is now mad that Sheldon has "crossed that line” once again and goes to see Penny.
He wants to know what Sheldon said. She talks about Sheldon saying they could go back to being
friends. He asks if that's what she wants. She thinks it's better because there’s less pressure,
and he agrees. The pressure is off now. And they go have sex.
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The Gothowitz Deviation

Season 3
Episode Number: 43
Season Episode: 3

( )
Originally aired: =~ Monday October 5, 2009
Writer: Lee Aronsohn (I), Richard Rosenstock, Bill Prady, Maria Ferrari
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Guest Stars: Molly Morgan (Bethany), Sarah Buehler (Sarah), Andy Mackenzie
(Skeeter)
Production Code: 3X5553
Summary: Howard takes Raj along to check out the Goth dating scene. Sheldon
uses chocolate as part of a behavior modification experiment on Penny.
\ & J

Most men would find it quite the turn-
on to see a beautiful woman wearing
only a shirt dancing to Shania Twain and
making French Toast in their kitchen.
Since today is oatmeal day, Sheldon is
not one of those men. Penny thinks she
can shake things up in their apartment.
However, though Sheldon does believe in
there being an infinite number of uni-
verses and thus an infinite number of
Sheldons, none of them dance. ("Are you
fun in any of them?”) Leonard apologizes
for not giving Penny Sheldon’s schedule,
in spite of the fact it’s an iCal download

: N she can put in her phone. Sheldon wants
to know why they’re having their ' conjugal visits” in their apartment. It was because they broke
the bed in Penny’s apartment, which of course goes right past Sheldon’s head. He thinks the
bed is more than sturdy enough to handle both her and a homunculus like Leonard, which is a
perfectly formed miniature human being.

PENNY: Awww, you're my little homunculus! So, who wants syrup and who wants cinnamon
sugar?

SHELDON: I want oatmeal.

PENNY: Well, I want a boyfriend who’s roommate isn’t a giant pain in the ass.

SHELDON: I'm sure that will happen soon enough. But I still want oatmeal.

Penny gives up on him because Sheldon is impossible. ("I'm improbable!”)

Sheldon is really trying to fit in with the new Leonard/Penny dynamic. Well, not really, but
he’ll be more than happy to calculate the odds of the night manager at the Cheesecake Factory
and his wife being replaced by people with opposite names. Or perhaps not. As Penny gets up
to take her plate to the sink, she asks Sheldon if he is done and cheerfully takes his plate to
the sink as well. He offers her a chocolate for doing so. Leonard is wondering what is going
on. Sheldon is taking Leonard’s advice to be nicer to Penny. However, Leonard is suspicious of
Sheldon being nice because...he isn’t. This is the time for Lenny and Squiggy to enter...sorry, I
mean Howard and Raj. Howard has taken to looking like Dr. Frank-N-Furter, if only his mother
would lend him some garters and pantyhose. Howard is apparently rocking the Goth look, as is
Raj by his red jacket and Polo shirt. However, you can’t knock the tattoos on the arms. Or the
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tattoo sleeves they found online. He’s heading out to have some sex with a hot chick with her
“business” pierced, then he can take the sleeves off and still be buried in a Jewish cemetery.
Actually, Sheldon would love to go with him. (Bazinga!) They invite Penny and Leonard, but she
is more than happy to turn them down on both of their behalf.

HOWARD: Yes, she’s pushy and he’s whipped, but that’s not the expression.

As Howard and Raj leave to get more eyeliner at Walgreen’s, Penny apologizes for almost sitting
in Sheldon’s spot. At which point he offers her another chocolate, which she graciously accepts.

Howard and Raj are trying to blend in, if a vodka and cranberry juice and light beer could
be considered blending in. Raj will get to Howard’s Wiki-How link on being Goth, after he’s done
with his John Grisham kick. However, the light beer is the drink of the two ladies next to them,
who are actually fooled by Howard’s tat-sleeves. Bethany and Sarah Not That Anybody Cares are
happy to talk to them.

RAJ: Do either of you ladies enjoy the novels of John Grisham?

Back at the apartment, "Oshikuru: Demon Samurai” is the cartoon of choice. ("It's anime.”)
Penny starts to relate a story about Anna Mae Fletcher from her school, but she thinks she might
be talking too much and quiets down. This elicits another piece of chocolate from Sheldon. As
does taking her phone call out in the hallway. Leonard has had enough.

LEONARD: You're using chocolate as a positive reinforcement for what you consider correct
behavior.

SHELDON: Very good. Chocolate?

Leonard is upset that Sheldon is training his girlfriend like a lab rat. But the techniques of
Thorndike and B.F. Skinner has Sheldon convinced by next week he can have Penny jumping
out of a pool through a hoop and balancing a beach ball on her nose. Leonard doesn’t want him
to do it. Sheldon is forbidden from using a harmless scientifically proven protocol that would
make their lives better.

"BAD LEONARD!” And Leonard gets the spray bottle.

(Ironic they had a commercial for Ghiradelli Chocolates, wouldn’'t you say?)

At the club, Howard and Raj are trying to make themselves sound like they’re into all things
Goth, like music, magazines, and food.

"What's Goth Food?” asks Sarah Not That Anybody Cares

RAJ: Blackened Salmon?

It turns out that the truth would have worked, since both deal with the blackness of space in
their jobs. It certainly beat their jobs at The Gap. Bethany and Sarah Not That Anybody Cares
have a nice place to take Howard and Raj: the tattoo parlor.

Penny is still on the phone, and even Leonard is wondering why she’s on so long with some-
one at the Cheesecake Factory. Sheldon still wants to do positive reinforcement. Or negative
reinforcement, which will be much faster. Just a few mild, electric shocks. Leonard is happy with
Penny’s habits, both good and bad. Except for that high-pitched laugh, which Sheldon reacts to
with a lower-pitched conversation, which Penny’s voice actually matches. A few more chocolates,
and Penny is Barry White.

Howard is going to go through with the tattoo. Fortunately, it will be on his butt, so his mother
won'’t see it anymore when he takes his temperature. In spite of Bethany’s promise to make it all
worthwhile, the needle is too much, and he folds. He admits to the tattoo sleeves, and the ladies
depart.

Sheldon is heading for bed, but does request Leonard and Penny’s "amorous activities” are
kept to an acceptable decibel level. She agrees and gets a long-distance chocolate. Penny wants
Leonard to assemble her new bed, which he refuses. However, they wouldn’t have to stay quiet.
That's all it takes, and Sheldon wonders if anybody realizes sex works even better than chocolate
in modifying behavior. Hmmmm.....

Howard and Raj head home, attempting to make their story sound better. Maybe Bethany and
Sarah Not That Anybody Cares could have had two friends. As long as they smelled good, Raj
could get with it. On the bright side, maybe the country bar will work out better tomorrow night.
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The Pirate Solution

Season 3
Episode Number: 44
Season Episode: 4

4 N\
Originally aired: =~ Monday October 12, 2009
Writer: Steve Holland
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Guest Stars: Elizabeth Bogush (Dr. Catherine Millstone), Oliver Muirhead (Professor
Laughlin), Elena Campbell-Martinez (Cleaning Lady)

Production Code: 3X5554

Summary: Facing a return to India, Raj needs a job desperately enough to con-
sider working for Sheldon. Meanwhile, Howard becomes a third wheel
to Leonard and Penny.

I admit being on Sheldon’s side this time.
Gremlins is a baffling movie, since they
tell you the rules right up front about
not getting them wet or feeding them af-
ter midnight. Then again, it’s a creature
voiced by Howie Mandel in a movie where
Phoebe Cates keeps her clothes on, so
it's really not worth getting in a tizzy
over it. The boys are celebrating Colum-
bus day by watching movies written by,
you guessed it, Chris Columbus. Penny
has upgraded Leonard to "honey,” leav-
ing "sweetie” for others as part of a thinly
veiled attempt to soften an insult, according to Sheldon.

PENNY: You're boring people, sweetie.

SHELDON: Although sometimes she omits the veil entirely.

Penny is going to have Thanksgiving at her place, since her family will be busy with her
brother’s trial at that time. Although Leonard might like him, as he is sort of a chemist. Howard
has to decline, as the relatives are coming over for tur-briska-fil. ("Turkey stuffed with a brisket,
stuffed with gefilte fish. It’s not as good as it sounds.”) Raj usually goes to Howard’s house, but
the thought sends him out of the room crying. And not because of the tur-briska-fil. (He would
run out screaming if it was.)

Raj comes back out to talk...once Penny leaves. It turns out that Raj was trying to prove the
predicted composition of trans-Neptunian objects and failed. Without his research, he will be
deported. The good news is, he discovered Netflix streams movies online now. Sheldon thinks he
shouldn’t go back to India: he can be a stateless pirate instead. Best of all, it’s a predominantly-
male vocation, so talking to women wouldn’t be a major stumbling block.

At the University, Raj laments that he won’t be able to get a hamburger in India, and he’ll
miss beefaroni most of all. This doesn’t stop Sheldon from pointing out that Hindus treating
cows like gods is a fallacy, but what else is new. Howard brings some good news. Dr. Laughlin
wants someone to join his stellar research team. Raj gets an interview, and he does quite well
with Dr. Laughlin. That is until he meets Dr. Millstone. She (yes, she) will be heading up the data
analysis team, and Raj immediately changes his mind on the sherry Dr. Laughlin offered earlier.
She is impressed by his paper on Kuiper Belt size object distribution, and he is able to explain it
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once he has the first sherry. After the second sherry, he’ll be happy to discuss it further in his
hot tub. So much for the interview.

Raj is lamenting losing his job and getting insulted by his cousin Sanjay, also known as Dave
from AT&T Customer Service. Sheldon has a solution. He was going to explore string theory from
gamma ray dark matter annihilations, and Raj can work for him.

RAJ: You want me to work with you?

SHELDON: For me. You're going to have to listen more carefully when you're on the job.

RAJ: Please Don’t take this the wrong way, but I would rather swim buck naked across the
Ganges with a paper cut on my nipple and die a slow agonizing death from a viral infection than
work with you.

SHELDON: FOR me.

At his office the next day, Raj decides that he can work with/for Sheldon under certain con-
ditions, primarily that he be treated as an equal, get proper credit for all work, and never hear
anything from Sheldon again about Hinduism or Indian culture. Sheldon is impressed by the
well thought-out conditions. He rejects all of them. Raj still accepts the job. However, Sheldon
demands that Raj interviews like everyone else. BAZINGA!

Penny and Leonard are at the apartment and they decide to get really kinky...by making out
in Sheldon’s spot. They are getting freaky the carnal corner when Howard pops in. It turns out
that this is the night he and Raj normally go line dancing, but Raj is working late with Sheldon.
Howard doesn’t seem to be taking the hint and joins them to watch ”"Sex and the City.” Sheldon
and Raj must focus on their research at work. Focusing on research, you may be interested to
know, even has a theme song: Eye of the Tiger by Survivor. (Oh, to have Mr. T come on the show
as Clubber Lang and go a few rounds on Sheldon sometime, huh?)

Leonard and Penny emerge from the bedroom to find Howard already there. Once again,
without Raj to help him scam on hippie chicks at the farmer’s market, he has no place to go on
a Sunday. This time, Leonard and Penny are less subtle with their hints, and Howard goes. He
does remind them to eat the scrambled eggs while they're hot, and there are some lox and cream
cheese in the refrigerator and the bagels are warming up in the oven. They feel guilty, so they
invite him back. Leonard didn’t have to yell very loud, since Howard was waiting right outside
the door.

At the university, Sheldon and Raj were arguing about some numbers regarding dark matter
in outer space. I'll skip the details and go to the part where Sheldon gets offended that Raj erases
some of his data to prove his point. Sheldon starts erasing Raj’s writing with his hand. Raj refuses
to give him the eraser back, so Sheldon tries to lay down the law. Raj asks if he is so smart, can
he do that trick where you wiggle your middle fingers outside of your flat palms, which of course
Sheldon can’t do. Raj has had enough and leaves. It turns out Raj’s corrections were the right
way to go and Sheldon goes to apologize, offering Raj his job back. Raj has conditions, which
Sheldon rejects before Raj can offer them. He'll see Sheldon on Monday.
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The Creepy Candy Coating Corollary

Season 3
Episode Number: 45
Season Episode: 5

( N\
Originally aired: = Monday October 19, 2009
Writer: Chuck Lorre, Bill Prady, Lee Aronsohn (I), Steven Molaro
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper), Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Guest Stars: Wil Wheaton (Himself), Kevin Sussman (Stuart), Melissa Rauch
(Bernadette Rostenkowski)

Production Code: 3X5556

Summary: Sheldon looks forward to squaring off against the the one actor from
the Star Trek universe he holds enmity towards-Wil Wheaton-in a fan-
tasy collectable card game tournament. Wolowitz cashes in on an old
pact with Leonard to get Penny to set him up with a friend of hers.

People have been ragging on Leonard
on the IMDB boards. But if his girl-
friend joining the guys for "Mystical War-
lords of Ka-ah” doesn’t prove he’s great
in bed, nothinig will. Of course, Penny
really isn’t getting the game, although
she does know that practically everything
beats Enchanted Bunny...unless it has
the Carrot of Power. She is ready to throw
a potion card when Sheldon, who isn’t
even playing, informs her that none of her
potions will work, and the cards in the
undrawn pile are 4 fire weapons, a troll,
two ogres and the Jewel of Osiris, thus
ending the game and Penny’s eternal ap-
preciation. Apparently, Sheldon has a photographic memory, which is actually an eidetic mem-
ory, but who'’s splitting hairs. (Sheldon...all the time.) He even remembers what Leonard had for
lunch on May 7th. (Turkey, and he complained it was dry.) But Penny has to go because the last
time she didn’t leave, she ended up playing Mystic Warlords of Ka. ("It's Ka-AH!”)

Leonard still can’t believe Penny is going out with him, nor can the other guys. This reminds
Howard that he and Leonard made a pact that if either one dated a hot girlfriend, they would
have her find a friend for the other. Leonard can’t remember making the pact. ("June 30th,
2004. Opening Day of Spider-Man II, AMC Theatres, Pasadena. They only had red Icees that day,
no blue.”) Of course, Leonard only made that pact because he never thought he’d have a hot
girlfriend, and he was positive Howard never would. Sadly, nature called for Raj, so he wasn’t
included in the pact.

At the university, Sheldon won’t let Leonard participate in his 4-napkin system and Howard
won't leave Leonard alone about having Penny find a date for him. Raj has some good news,
though. (clearly not about his new sweater vest) There will be a "Mystic Warlords of Ka-ah”
tournament at the comic book store, with $500 going as first prize. Sheldon doesn't feel the need
to demonstrate his prowess simply for winning some money. Raj argues half of the money would
be his. ("Do you need the money to buy a less disturbing sweater vest?”)

Apparently, Leonard’s prowess in the bedroom is legitimate, although to be fair, he did Google
the information he needed that made Penny declare that he really was a genius. He takes the
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post-coital moment to discuss the pact he made with Howard that kind of involved her. ("OK, I
don’t know where you're going with this, but tread carefully because it may be the last conver-
sation we have.”) Leonard tells her about setting up Howard with one of her friends, and she is
understandably resistant to the idea.

LEONARD: Come on, you know deep down inside Howard’s a really good guy.

PENNY: The problem isn’'t what’s on the inside. It’s the creepy candy coating.

At the comic book store, Raj discovers that Wil Wheaton, as in Star Trek’s Wil Wheaton, is
signed up for the Mystic Warlords tournament. Apparently he lives nearby and is a big gamer. And
Sheldon hears this. Somebody ready the USS Reliant, a blonde wig, and a rubberized breastplate
for him. It would appear that Sheldon idolized Ensign Wesley Crusher on "Star Trek: The Next
Generation” so much so in his youth, he rode 10 hours on a bus, twice violating his personal rule
of relieving himself in a moving vehicle, to have Wil sign his mint, in-package, Wesley Crusher
action figure at a convention in Jackson, Mississippi. However, Wil didn’t show, and Sheldon has
pledged eternal hatred for him ever since. Raj thinks he has a partner for the tournament.

SHELDON: He is 6th on my all-time enemies list between Joel Schumacher, who almost
ruined the Batman franchise (you gotta give him that one after the Bat-nipples), and Billy Sparks,
who lived down the street from me and put dog poop on the handles of my bicycle. In the words
of Khan Noonian Singh from the immortal "Wrath of Khan,” "He tasks me. He tasks me and I
shall have him!”

RAJ: Sign here.

SHELDON: FROM HELL'S HEART, I STAB AT THEE!!!

STUART: OK, Raj, you're teamed up with "Die, Wil Wheaton, Die.”

Leonard, Penny, and Howard head out for their double date. Penny told her friend that Howard
was an aerospace engineer and spoke 5 languages (6 actually, but Klingon doesn’t count) but
didn’t mention his low percentage of body fat because Penny thought that would be a nice sur-
prise for her. But she did tell her friend about Howard’s unhealthy attachment to his mother.
Actually, she’s kidding. ("Another delightful surprise for her.”) But at least Howard isn’t staring
down Wil Wheaton in the comic book store and destroying the opponents in his path without any
effort.

SHELDON: Wil Wheaton, my old friend. I've chased you ‘round the moons of Nibia and 'round
the Antares Maelstrom and 'round Perdition’s Flames!

RAJ: Do you realize you keep quoting "Wrath of Khan” but he was in "Next Generation?” It’s a
completely different set of characters.

SHELDON: SILENCE!

Howard tries to make small talk in the car with Penny’s friend, Bernadette. Well, he tries.
Succeeds is a different story. His little joke about her grad school studies falls flat, but really,
no guy can make Microbiology sound cute. She doesn’t like science-fiction, role playing games
(fantasy or bedroom), magic (put away the handkerchief, Howard), and she doesn’t even like
puppies, mainly because one bit her in the face.

Sheldon and Raj easily dispatch their semi-final opponents, and it’s on to Wil Wheaton.

SHELDON: bortaS bachHa’'DaHjaj gheD nlvqu’jab blr!

WIL WHEATON: Did that guy just say "Revenge is a dish that is best served cold” in Klingon?

STUART: I'm afraid so.

WIL WHEATON: What is wrong with him?

STUART: Everyone has a theory.

At the restaurant, Howard continues trying to find common ground with Bernadette, while
Leonard and Penny quietly lament how long the night is going to be. Howard’s mother calls, and
he quickly debates on whether or not to answer it. She is sympathetic, as her mother drives
her nuts as well. Her mother calls her every day at work to ask if she had a healthy lunch,
but Howard’s mother beats that by calling Howard every day to ask if he had a healthy bowel
movement. And the debate continues

BERNADETTE: Does she lay out your clothes for you in the morning like you were 9 years
old?

HOWARD: (smitten) You live with your mother?

BERNADETTE: No! That’s the sad part.

HOWARD: My mother made me wear rubber gloves to kindergarten so I wouldn't catch a
disease from the other kids.
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BERNADETTE: My mother wouldn’t let me ride a bicycle because she thought I'd hit a bump
and lose my virginity.

Apparently, Penny and Leonard are quite the matchmakers, and Howard and Bernadette have
family dinners to attend. That is, if Bernadette will wear her Catholic cross to a Shabazz dinner
to give his mom the big brain aneurysm he wants, and he has to come to Sunday dinner at her
house wearing a yamakule.

Sure enough, Sheldon and Raj are doing to Wil Wheaton what Wil Wheaton did to the first
season of "Star Trek: The Next Generation.” (That was for the Wesley Crusher haters out there.)
Sheldon decides to tell the story of Wil Wheaton blowing off the convention when he was a kid.
However, Wil's grandmother had just died, and suddenly the tide turns. Wil apologizes completely
to Sheldon for ruining his convention.

SHELDON: Your mee-maw died? If my mee-maw died, I'd be one unconsolable moonpie. I
should clarify that statement and tell you she calls me moonpie.

Wil is going to play out the hand, knowing he’ll lose, to make up for it. But Sheldon is overcome
with guilt. Raj wants him to finish the game, but Sheldon tanks it on purpose and throws the
Enchanted Bunny.

SHELDON: I can’t defeat Wil Wheaton, who loves his mee-maw.

WIL WHEATON: I call my grandmother Nana, and she’ll be happy to hear that my small rock
kills your Enchanted Bunny.

Yup, Sheldon got Bazinga’ed.
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The Cornhusker Vortex

Season 3
Episode Number: 46
Season Episode: 6

( N\
Originally aired: = Monday November 2, 2009
Writer: Bill Prady, Steven Molaro, David Goetsch, Richard Rosenstock
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper), Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Guest Stars: Jason Mesches (Denny), Zachary Burr Abel (Todd)
Production Code: 3X5555
Summary: Leonard, hoping to fit in with Penny’s football-loving friends, gets tu-

tored in the sport by Sheldon. Raj is infuriated when Wolowitz’s skirt-
chasing leads to the loss of his prized patang.

It’s time to fly some kites. Well, fight some
kites. Kites Ho! Of course, Sheldon has to
point out that "ho” refers to the destina-
tion, not the activity. Speaking of which,
Penny is about to engage in an activity
of her own, besides bringing back those
shorts with the piping along the leg that
were popular in the 70’s. Which she can
totally rock, BTW. She is having some
friends over to watch Nebraska play foot-
ball. She didn’t originally invite Leonard
because she thought he would be bored
because he didn’t like football. Of course,
Leonard thinks it's because Penny is embarrassed to introduce him to her friends.

LEONARD: Well that sucks.

SHELDON: I'm sorry, I got bored and drifted off. Where exactly in the interaction did the
sucking lie?

RAJ: Leonard just realized that Penny’s been hiding him from her friends because he’s a tiny
little man who flies Kites.

SHELDON: Oh that certainly would suck.

It turns out kite fighting is something of a bust, since Leonard is still too occupied with Penny
not inviting him to watch football and Howard thinks a cute jogger smiled at him. Naturally, he
has to pursue her (or commit a felony, as Raj says), and Raj loses his prize Patang kite fighting
machine which his brother sent over from India. In the car on the way home, Howard laments he
would have caught up to her if he hadn’t pulled a hammy. ("You weigh 80 pounds, you don’t even
have a hammy.”) Raj and Howard have an argument in the car that would book Leonard’s mother
for a week concerning their "ersatz homosexual marriage”, since Howard once again abandoned
Raj for a woman he didn’t even have a shot with.

Back at the apartment, Leonard asks Penny if she is embarrassed to have him meet her
friends. He has only met her large ex-boyfriend and her other, smaller (but still larger than
him) ex-boyfriend. Penny thought he wouldn’t like her friends since they weren’'t geniuses. But
Leonard has friends who aren’t geniuses...well, Facebook friends, anyway. She invites him to the
game next week, since they have them every week.

One thing one can do when one is a genius and doesn’t know something is to study it. Leonard
is studying football and even bought a "Football for Dummies” book.
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RAJ: The only thing I've learned in the last two hours is that American men enjoy drinking
beer, pee too often, and have trouble getting erections.

LEONARD: Focus on the game, not the commercials, Raj.

RAJ: I'm just saying maybe if people would cut back on the beer, they could get out of the
bathroom and satisfy their woman without pharmaceutical help.

Howard comes in and wants to know why Raj isn’t helping him pimp out his Vespa. (Words
never before uttered in the English language.) Raj is still upset with Howard for ditching him. He
is tired of Howard of abandoning him when he sees a pretty woman even when he doesn’t have a
shot at her.

Leonard keeps wondering about the stats of the game, such as a sack.

SHELDON: It’s football nomenclature for when a quarterback is tackled behind the line of
scrimmage.

LEONARD: Huh. (checking) Scrimmage...

SHELDON: (impatiently) The line of scrimmage is the imaginary transverse line separating the
offense and the defense.

HOWARD: Sheldon knows football?? Quidditch, OK. But football?

Lest anyone forget, Sheldon is from Texas, where football is a second religion. The only football
they don’t have in Texas is European football (soccer), which they believe is a Commie plot. He
also knows a lot about frying meats that aren’t chicken as if they were chicken. Leonard invokes
a Tier 1 friendship request to be taught football by Sheldon. He reluctantly agrees.

SHELDON: Alright, Poindexter. Sit down, shut up, and listen! (beat) That’s how my father
always began my football conversations. And if you like, I'll take you outside and teach you how
to shoot so close to a raccoon it craps itself.

Leonard readies himself for the game, even buying a Cornhusker football jersey. Although on
him, it looks like a Cornhusker football cocktail dress. (Why couldn’t they have Penny wear that?)
Well, it was the smallest one they had, unless Leonard bought one for dogs. Sheldon is confused.

SHELDON: Am I correct in assuming your attempt to be accepted by Penny’s peers is based
on your desire to insure your continuing mating privileges with her?

LEONARD: Well, I wouldn’t exactly put it that way.

SHELDON: How would you put it?

LEONARD: (pause) OK, like you said.

SHELDON: Huh. Seems like an awful lot of trouble to go through for intercourse. Don’t you
have access to women who will do it for money? By the way, another accepted usage for the word
“ho.”

Give Sheldon credit, though. It is a social requirement that Leonard not arrive empty-handed.
He offers to give Leonard some toast made with his Cylon toaster.

Howard tries to go to Raj’s house and make a peace offering by giving him a new kite. A
Hello Kitty kite. But it does have a coin purse. Raj is still upset about being ditched all the
time, especially when he went with Howard to Radio Shack to get a phone with big numbers for
Howard’s mother...only Howard wasn’t even there. He was busy hitting on the counter girl at the
hot-dog-on-a-stick place. Howard apologizes and offers to take Raj anyplace he wants to go. Raj
decides the La Brea Tarpits. But the traffic and the crowds...great idea!

At Penny’s, Leonard tries to fit in with Penny’s friends (who apparently don’t talk much to
reduce costs). The good news is, Leonard is very knowledgeable about football, thanks to Sheldon.
The bad news is, Leonard is very knowledgeable about football, thanks to Sheldon. Leonard
apparently doesn’t know the difference between a highlight from 11 years ago and the live game.
Also, he agrees with everybody regarding an intentional grounding call the officials missed...by
explaining in detail what constitutes intentional grounding. Penny asks how many beers he has
had, hoping that he was simply drunk and not being embarrassing. Sheldon enters, employing
his three knock-Penny cadence even though the door was open. He tries to ask Leonard in code
if everything is going OK so as not to tip off the rest of the room. Well, code being the word
mimesis, when the mimicker takes on the actions of an object or an organism. Sheldon offers to
take Leonard kite fighting again, but Leonard declines, even though Sheldon was offering him an
alternative, something he never got from football. Penny is almost insisting he go. And given that
they’ve only gotten to halftime, Leonard gives up to go fight a kite.

On the good side, Howard and Raj have made up and are relaxing at the tarpits. That is until
a woman walks by. (This one DID smile at Howard.) Howard resists, and resists. But like the
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Borg, resistance is futile. He’s off again.
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The Guitarist Amplification

Season 3
Episode Number: 47
Season Episode: 7

4 )
Originally aired: = Monday November 9, 2009
Writer: Chuck Lorre, Lee Aronsohn (I), Bill Prady, Richard Rosenstock, Jim
Reynolds (I)
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Kunal Nayyar (Rajesh Koothrappali), Simon Hel-
berg (Howard Wolowitz)

Guest Stars: Kevin Sussman (Stuart), Brian George (Dr. Koothrappali), Alice Amter
(Mrs. Koothrappali), Carol Ann Susi (Mrs. Wolowitz)

Production Code: 3X5557

Summary: Leonard and Penny’s first big fight sees Sheldon playing mediator due
to childhood trauma that’s left him with an inability to be around loud
verbal conflicts.

Who says Sheldon doesn’t know how to
have fun? He even invented his own
board game: Research Lab ("The Physics
is Theoretical, But the Fun is Real!”) Shel-
don is more than happy to use Penny and
Leonard as beta testers and think they’ll
wipe the floor with Raj and Howard on
Sunday, but Penny has to pick up her
friend Justin from the airport. Leonard
is happy with this excuse and is happy
to join her. However, Justin has a lot of
stuff, such as guitars and amps, and he
will be crashing on her couch for a couple
of weeks while he finds some recording
studio time. All of this comes as a bit of a
surprise to Leonard, who did not know about any of it. He starts questioning Penny about how
close of a friend he is. Also, how straight or gay of one he is. Penny says they went out once or
twice but were never serious. Leonard, channeling his inner Ross Geller, automatically assumes
this means they've seen each other naked and doesn’t want him crashing on her couch. She
takes serious offense to his directive, thinking he’s treating her like an idiot. Meantime, Sheldon
is desperately trying to get them back to playing the game. Or to be more precise, to stop arguing.
However, the fight is on.

LEONARD: If you want to invite some stupid guitarist to sleep on your couch, fine. Why don’t
you just rent a couple of bunk beds and invite the Black-Eyed Peas!

PENNY: Hey if I want to invite the entire lineup of Lollapalooza to sleep at my apartment, I
will. And it’s none of your business!

LEONARD: Do you know how childish you sound right now!

PENNY: Oh, at least I'm not a child now instead of stupid...WHAT THE HELL ARE YOU DOING,
SHELDON?

Sheldon was apparently running the blender to drown out their argument. Penny gives up
trying to talk over the blender and leaves. On the bright side, Leonard won the first game of
"Research Lab,” and Sheldon gives him a celebratory sno-cone.

Leonard doesn’t appear to be letting this go, and Sheldon doesn’t appear to be getting used
to people fighting. As Leonard complains about the argument in the car, Sheldon tries to get
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him to play "Scientist,” where you put three scientists in the order of their contributions to their
respective field. ("Ready to have some fun?”) But Leonard is going out of his mind. He thinks even
if he said it was cool to Penny, she’d rag him for even giving his approval, and she’d be doing him
a favor just by being in the same room as him. Of course, he’s having this whole argument with
himself. And now we know how to get Sheldon to walk to wherever he needs to go.

It gets worse. On the way to a movie (where they only have 17 minutes to get there, thus
having to skip the concession stand and the pre-show urination), the guys run into Penny, who
hopes Leonard is ready to apologize. Naturally, he isn’t. (Are they really showing a digital reprint
of "Time Bandits?” That would be so cool.) She reads him the riot act again in front of Howard
and Raj, but Sheldon successfully ducked out in time.

RAJ: That was unpleasant.

HOWARD: I don’t need my pre-show urination now.

To kill time before the next showing, they head to the comic book store, which has replaced
Stuart with Gunther from “Friends,” although he still apparently pines after blonde waitresses.
Leonard asks Howard if he thinks Penny is out of line.

HOWARD: Of course she was out of line, but she’ll have a new boyfriend by this time tomorrow,
and you’ll have a new girlfriend in the time it takes you to build one. The only question is how
long before you fold?

Leonard refuses to fold, and Raj thinks Leonard is wrong. As an example, he references the
time he took a cooking class with Howard, but Howard blew him off to do a liquid cleansing diet
with his mother.

RAJ: I had to cook a chicken and rice dish with a Vegan? Do you know what Vegan chicken
and rice is? RICE!

HOWARD: Do you think I was having a fun time listening to my mother say 'have you ever

RAJ: YOU ARE SUCH A MOMMA'’S BOY!

HOWARD: DON'T BRING MY MOTHER INTO THIS!

You can guess what is happening to Sheldon at this point.

SHELDON: STOP IT, BOTH OF YOU! ALL OF THIS FIGHTING, I MIGHT AS WELL BE BACK
WITH MY PARENTS!! 'GEORGE, I TOLD YOU IF YOU DIDN'T QUIT DRINKING, I'D LEAVE YOU!
'WELL, I GUESS THAT MAKES YOU A LIAR BECAUSE YOU'RE STILL HERE! 'STOP YELLING!
YOU'RE MAKING SHELDON CRY!"I TELL YOU WHAT'S MAKIN’ SHELDON CRY! THAT I LET YOU
NAME HIM SHELDON!”

It’s time for Sheldon to take action. He stops at the Cheesecake Factory under the guise of
having lunch to ask Penny to apologize to Leonard. She’s not having it, so Sheldon slowly orders
lunch to make her stay. He tries to point out the myriad of things that Leonard does not say
about her, such as her driving, the bed full of stuffed animals that stare at him during their
“amorous activities,” her tardiness, or her singing. (actually, that’s on Sheldon’s list) However,
this is all new information to her, and it only serves to display her bad temper, which Sheldon
also mentions as something Leonard never comments on.

PENNY: Well, you can tell Leonard that he can drop dead!

SHELDON: And she wonders why she’s undertipped.

Sheldon quickly goes home and suggests to Leonard to apologize to Penny before she busts
down the door. Penny comes in at full boil to yell at Leonard for hating her singing, her stuffed
animals, and her driving. This time, the yelling is too much for Sheldon. He runs away. First he
tries Raj’s place, but Raj is having an argument with his parents for not coming to New Delhi for
Cousin Sanjay’s wedding where they will set him up on a date. (She just got her stomach stapled
and her self-esteem hasn’t gone up yet.) They’re upset because the closest thing they have to a
daughter-in-law is Howard. At Howard’s, he and his mother are having an argument (which you
can hear all the way outside, natch) about who should get the door.

After driving around in Penny’s Deathmobile (apparently, her driving is dangerous), they find
Sheldon at the comic book store, where he has imagined himself an alternate universe where
Leonard and Penny don’t exist. (That, or he’s ignoring them.) Their fight seems ready to continue,
but they realize what they’re doing to Sheldon and try to talk him out of it. They try to convince
him they're done fighting.

SHELDON: I've heard that before. The next thing you know I'm in my bedroom blaring a
Richard Feynman lecture while my mother is shouting that Jesus would forgive her for putting
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ground glass in my father’s meatloaf. And my dad is on the roof skeet-shooting her Franklin Mint
collectable plates.

Unfortunately, there’s still a bit of hostility between Leonard and Penny because he can’t
see why Justin can’t crash somewhere else, and she can’t see why it’s bothering him so much.
Sheldon activates a robot to drown them out. But they tell him that he has to get past his
childhood issues. So he drowns them out with another robot. Penny tries to convince him that
they're in a relationship and they will sometimes fight, but they will always love him.

PENNY: We'll buy you this robot.

SHELDON: I want that one.

LEONARD: We're not going to buy him a robot. He’ll just play with it twice and it will end up
in his closet.

PENNY: Buy him the robot.

SHELDON: Can I have this comic book, too?

However, Sheldon probably should have demanded more. Penny and Leonard found a couch
for Justin to sleep on: Sheldon’s couch. (At least Justin isn’t sleeping in Sheldon’s spot.)
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The Adhesive Duck Deficiency

Season 3
Episode Number: 48
Season Episode: 8

( )\
Originally aired: = Monday November 16, 2009
Writer: Chuck Lorre, Bill Prady, David Goetsch, Steven Molaro, Eric Kaplan
(I), Maria Ferrari
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper), Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Johnny Galecki

(Leonard Hofstadter), Kunal Nayyar (Rajesh Koothrappali), Simon Hel-
berg (Howard Wolowitz)

Production Code: 3X5558

Summary: With the rest of the gang off on a desert camping trip to view the
Leonid meteor shower, Sheldon must play hero after Penny slips in
the tub and dislocates her shoulder.

Mixing up the couples this week,
Leonard, Howard, and Raj are out in
the desert observing the Leonid Me-
teor Shower. Raj just needs to program
the correct coordinates into the com-
puter, and a few adjustments by Howard,
and...free HBO. ("Real Sex. Wow.”) It’s ei-
ther that, or they can watch Dune on the
East feed of HBO. While it is a beautiful
desert, Real Sex trumps out. They have to
admit, it wasn’t the same without Shel-
don being there. (BAZINGA!) Sheldon is
back home, entering into his log that he
i fi T . : AT & hzfls to corr}plete his.paper.on Decays of
o R Highly-Excited Massive String States. He

does miss the warmth of human companionship. (BAZINGA!)

There are some disadvantages to being on your own, however. Sheldon can’t order 1/4 of the
appetizer plate, and the Golden Treasure for Two really is meant for two. There is also nobody
around to assist Penny when she screams for help from across the hall. Sheldon finds her in
the bathroom...after knocking on her apartment door, then her bedroom door. (She stops him
before he knocks on the bathroom door.) She slipped in the shower and dislocated her shoulder.
Apparently she did not have enough adhesive duck stickers on the floor of the tub to prevent
slipping, as Sheldon has in his bathroom. They even have umbrellas. They're whimsical. She
needs him to drive. He can’t drive. Hence there is an impasse. She doesn’t want to wait for a taxi
or an ambulance, so never let it be said that Sheldon Lee Cooper (oh, like you're totally shocked
by his middle name) ignored the pleas of a damsel in distress.

SHELDON: It seems ironic for a lack of 99 cent adhesive ducks, we might die in fiery car
crash.

In the desert, Howard is trolling for ladies for him and Raj. Unfortunately, the only females
of legal age are a couple of 50-something middle school teachers. Give them credit. They gave
Howard a batch of cookies to share with the guys. They had such a nice VW microbus and tie-dye
Grateful Dead t-shirts, too. (Hey, it beats when someone brought brownies to our school laced
with Ex-Lax. Deal with it!)

Sheldon manages to get Penny to her room, and now she needs him to help her get dressed. It
would be easier if Sheldon had more fashion sense. But he finds suitable attire for her and closes
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his eyes while holding out the shirt for her to slip on. She needs his help putting her injured right
arm through the sleeve. Apparently, that would have been a good time to open his eyes because
he accidentally grabs something slightly inside of her right arm. (And guys around the country
are muttering "lucky bastard” right now.)

In the desert, (you can’t remember your name, 'cause there ain’t nobody...sorry) the guys are
feeling no pain. The meteors are on their way. But Raj points out, the meteors aren’t moving; the
Earth is moving towards them.

LEONARD: I can feel it! I can feel the Earth moving! It's moving too fast! Raj! Slow it down!
(Thankfully, Raj can slow down the Earth’s speed in this condition.)

Raj loves it, because everything Leonard says with his American accent makes him sound
stupid. Penny probably could use a cookie right now. Or perhaps to have Mel Gibson show her
how to pop her shoulder back in place like he did in the "Lethal Weapon” movies, as Sheldon
spends way too much time adjusting the side mirrors, fixing the seat, and panicking over the
“check engine” light in Penny’s car. Naturally, he drives slow enough to drive Miss Daisy to get
Penny to the hospital. She wants Mr. Spock to give her warp speed, but clearly Mr. Spock would
never do that and would immediately pull the Enterprise over if he saw the "check engine” light
on. At a stop light, which Sheldon nails, he wonders why Penny has the Chinese character for
soup on her right buttock. She thinks it’s for "courage”, but Sheldon does admit it takes courage
to tattoo the symbol for soup on your butt. Apparently, the hero always peeks.

Back in the desert, Raj contemplates being able to communicate with rabbits and rule them,
Leonard realizes his name has "nerd” in it (the pronunciation, anyway), and Howard lost his
virginity to his cousin, Jeanie. Raj would be kind to his subjects (at first), Leonard wants to
be known as Angelo because it has "angel” and “jello” in it, and Howard will forever not look
at pickled herring without getting horny ever again. And then...the munchies hit. Howard goes
through all the pudding cups, and Raj uses the Slim Jims to scoop out the pudding in his.
("Sweety and meaty at the same time!”) All that is left are blue ice packs, which look like big
yummy Otter Pops!

At the hospital, Sheldon fills out Penny’s medical form. She is not diabetic, have kidney dis-
ease, but migraines are a big yes. She’s not pregnant ("Are you sure? You look a bit puffy.”),
no skin lesions (apart from a soup tattoo), and is not having her menustral period. (Could have
fooled Sheldon.)

PENNY: Sheldon, I'm scared and in a lot of pain. Could you take a break from being you for a
minute and be...I don’t know...comforting?

The guys are starting to relive scenes from "Lord of the Flies” because of the munchies when
Howard saves the day. Mom sent an ”I love you” care package of a brisket. No forks or knives
needed, it melts in your mouth. The potatoes and carrots that accompany it are so good, they
forget why they are there. Fortunately, the meteor shower taking place behind them gives us a
gentle reminder.

Sheldon gets Penny home, although she could have floated home from all of the pain medica-
tion she was on. She wants him to take her to bed (first time that phrase was ever uttered!) and
sing the Soft Kitty song to her. He protests, saying the song is for when one is sick. But she is
injured and drugged, and that should count. He is ready to go ballistic when she decides the song
should be sung ”in the round”. However, the "nice person” persona he has under his annoying
surface comes up, and they enjoy a lovely melody together. That is certainly nicer than Howard’s
night, who gets reminded constantly by Leonard and Raj about sleeping with his cousin.
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The Vengeance Formulation

Season 3
Episode Number: 49
Season Episode: 9

)
Originally aired: = Monday November 23, 2009
Writer: Chuck Lorre, Maria Ferrari, Richard Rosenstock, Jim Reynolds (I),
Steve Holland
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Kunal Nayyar (Rajesh Koothrappali), Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon

Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper), Johnny
Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter)

Recurring Role: Melissa Rauch (Bernadette Rostenkowski), John Ross Bowie (Barry
Kripke), Carol Ann Susi (Mrs. Wolowitz)

Guest Stars: Ira Flatow (Himself), Katee Sackhoff (Herself)

Production Code: 3X5559

Summary: Barry Kripke pranks Sheldon during his spot on NPR, leaving him

with a taste for vengeance. Wolowitz, pressured by Bernadette to define
their relationship, gets advice from a fantasy version of Katee Sackhoff.

We must be in a "Twilight Zone” version of
The Big Bang Theory: Howard is finishing
a date with Bernadette. Granted, it was
ending on a very bad joke Howard was
telling, so that’s reality. Bernadette gives
him the "where is this going” line, and
Howard hopes at least second base. (can’t
blame him) But as it is the end of the
third date, she is wondering about sex,
and Howard is wondering when he was
supposed to know that the third date is
supposed to lead to sex. (aren’t all men?)
Bernadette leaves him with that hang-
ing question about the “one night stand
vs. relationship”. She leaves him to think
about it. He goes home to the homies and homette. He covers for himself by saying romance is
like showbusiness: always leave them wanting more. ("He struck out.”)

Howard asks the guys at the university if three dates meant sex, but they're not really the
best references when you think about it. Sheldon has great news for them. He’s going to be on
Scientific Fwiday on National Pubwic Wadio. Actually, Kripke told them, but it still was exciting.
Kripke wants to know when National Pubwic Wadio had to sqwape the bottom of the bawwel for
its guests, but it was a rhetorical question. But the guys are excited. Sheldon’s mother has even
invited her Bible study group over, and they’ll pray for his soul on top of it.

Sheldon is a well-organized person: he has his talking points all written down, and he needs
someone to check them to make sure they are at the less educated members of the listening
audience.

SHELDON: Howard, look this over and tell me what’s unclear to you.

HOWARD: Excuse me! I have a Masters’ Degree in Engineering from the Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology! It required the completion of 144 units of graduate work AND an original
thesis!

SHELDON: Yes. Look this over and tell me what’s unclear to you.

Penny enters, fails to get Raj talking to her ("Yo Raj! Talk to me! Nah, sorry! Just screwing
with you!”), and asks why Howard hasn’t called Bernadette in a week.

143



The Big Bang Theory Episode Guide

HOWARD: I'm not sure if she’s my type

PENNY: She agreed to go out with you for free. What more do you need?

Howard apparently has higher standards: like Megan Fox or Katee Sackhoff from Battlestar
Galactica.

LEONARD: You'd have a better shot with the three-breasted hooker from "Total Recall.”

HOWARD: That movie was 20 years ago. Imagine how saggy those things would be.

Penny can’t believe it, but Howard feels she shouldn’t take it out on him just because she
settled.

LEONARD: I'm sitting here!

PENNY: I didn’t SETTLE for Leonard. OK, maybe he isn’t the type of guy I normally go out
with. You know, physically.

LEONARD: Again, I'm right here!

PENNY: My point is, I don’t judge a book by its cover. I am interested in the person under-
neath.

LEONARD: (to Sheldon) I'm right here! I mean, you do see me, right?

Sheldon’s interview on NPR does not go well. Mainly because Kripe feeds a hose into Sheldon’s
office and pumps helium into it. And if that was Jim Parsons doing all the work with the voice
instead of the sound department messing with it, just give him the ****in’ Emmy now, willya!

KATEE: Thanks Howard. Always nice to be part of your masturbatory fantasies.

(What, you didn’t think she was REALLY in the tub with Howard, did you? Although, techni-
cally, she WAS in the bathtub with Simon, and well, he has a girlfriend, and I'm sure she was
wearing a bikini under the bubbles and...never mind.)

Katee gives Howard the advice all of us want to give him: give up the fantasy. Bernadette’s
a very sweet and cute lady and he is wasting his time playing Cylon and Colonist (isn’t she the
wrong blonde for that?) with a mental image and a washcloth. Fortunately for Ms. Sackhoff (and
us), Howard’s mom gets us out of this by telling Howard to get out of the tub. ("We share that
tub!”)

Sheldon is understandably depressed about being humiliated on public radio, where every-
body in the cafeteria can laugh, including Leonard and Raj. Although Raj wants Sheldon to join
the Lollipop Guild, Leonard convinces him that Sheldon should stoop down to Kripke’s level and
level some serious payback.

SHELDON: How about we put a whoopee cushion on his chair?

LEONARD: Let’s keep thinking.

Howard comes down to the Cheesecake Factory to talk to Bernadette. Too bad, because he
just missed Scarlett Johansson and Wonder Woman in there trolling for neurotic weasels. He
tells her that he had been thinking about it, just like she said...and he gets down on one knee.

BERNADETTE: Is this more comedy I don’t understand?

He proposes, and she reacts the same way you should to any person who asks you to marry
them after three dates: by freaking out. To be fair, Howard is right that he’ll never find another
girl like her who likes him and...is real.

(The only thing missing was a "Holy Crap on a Cracker!!”)

Sheldon’s revenge consists of ordinary dish soap, hydrogen peroxide, saturated potassium
iodide...and Mountain Dew. ("Ah, refreshing!”) The result is a "foamy vengeance” that would get
him in good with the kid scientists on Letterman. It is already deployed to activate in Kripke’'s
office thanks to a motion sensor. It works perfectly! Kripke is completely soaked! As are several
members of the university board, including the president. But they don’t know Sheldon did
it...until Sheldon’s video message plays taking credit for it...and inspired by Leonard and Raj.

RAJ: (to Leonard) Well, I'm going back to India. What’s your plan?

Howard’s people may be done crossing deserts, but he is not done trying to win Bernadette
back. Up on the stage he goes (at the Cheesecake Factory?) and belts out the Four Tops song
named for her...with altered lyrics, natch.

Bernadette! I am so sorry for trying to...propose to you!

And Bernadette! You found it creepy but, that’s just the kind of thing I do (Ahhh)

I know now it was too soon to talk of love

It was just crazy idea that came to me in my tub

But Bernadette, give me one more chance (Sweet Bernadette!)
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I'll get the hang of this thing they called romance (Sweet Bernadette!)

I dream to once again to kiss your lips (Sweet Bernadette!)

Sincerely yours, Howard Wolowitz (Sweet Bernadette!)

BERNADETTE: That’s the most romantic thing anyone’s ever done for me!
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The Gorilla Experiment

Season 3
Episode Number: 50
Season Episode: 10

4 N\
Originally aired: = Monday December 7, 2009
Writer: Richard Rosenstock, Steve Holland, Chuck Lorre, Maria Ferrari, Bill
Prady, Steven Molaro
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Recurring Role: Carol Ann Susi (Mrs. Wolowitz), Melissa Rauch (Bernadette Ros-
tenkowski)

Production Code: 3X5560

Summary: Penny seeks Sheldon’s help to better comprehend Leonard’s physics

work. Wolowitz sees green when Leonard invites Bernadette to watch
an experiment.

A few lessons in dining with Sheldon:
1)Don’t upset Sheldon by playing with
your food. 2)Don’t upset Sheldon by play-
ing with the Sheldon. 3) NEVER, EVER
use the phrase Nerdizzle. (Actually, that’s
my rule, but I don’'t think anybody will
object.) Howard brought Bernadette over
for dinner, and she is more than welcome
to stay, provided they eat dinner family-
style, since it was only meant for 5, not 6.
Of course, she can't sit in Sheldon’s spot
becuase, as Penny explains, in the winter
it's close enough to the radiator so he is

> warm but not so close he sweats, and in
the summer, it gets a nice cross- breeze by opening up certain windows. It also points to the TV
not at a direct angle so that he can converse with others in the room but not so indirect where
the picture looks fuzzy.

SHELDON: There’s hope for you yet.

Penny certainly likes the arrangement of Bernadette in the room, since she now has a person
to talk about shoes with. Apparently, this is the definition of Hell for Sheldon, but Bernadette can
even tolerate Howard’s vain and sexist attempts at humor because his face lights up when she
laughs. ("Howard, don’t ever let her go.”) Bernadette is most interested in Leonard’s experiments
with subatomic particles, which Sheldon thinks are as ground-breaking as 3rd graders growing
lima beans on wet paper towels. Bernadette continues the conversation with Leonard, making
Penny feel a lot smaller, since she knows she can’t keep up.

Later on, as Sheldon gets run over by Raj in Mario Kart, Penny asks him for a favor. He is
open to it, as long as it isn’t about shoes. She wants him to teach her about physics so that she
can understand what Leonard is doing at work. Clearly there is a small amount of jealousy on
her part since Bernadette is fascinated with Leonard’s work. She wants to surprise Leonard. ("If
you really want to surprise him, why don’t you do something like clean your apartment?”) She
comes up with a good angle: it would make for a fascinating experiment. Since someone was able
to teach Coco the Gorilla 2,000 words of sign language, not one of which was related to shoes,
Sheldon accepts the challenge to teach Penny.
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On the other side of the new Bernadette/Leonard platonic coupling, Howard is making a big
show of showing her off. (BTW, Melissa Rauch, could you please not channel Kelly Boyd from
“Cheers” when playing Bernadette? That would be helpful. Thanks. :-D ) Leonard invites her to
his lab to look at some of his experiments. While she’s away, Howard berates him for moving in
on his girl.

HOWARD: It’s not enough you got the Prom Queen, now you want the Chair of the Decorating
Committee?

Leonard insists he is not interested in Bernadette, but Howard still threatens Leonard, saying
that "he’s crazy!”

Sheldon types in his research journal that he is ready to conduct his experiment. He notes
that Penny is on time, well-rested, and eager to learn. ("Apparently, ignorance IS bliss.”) After
giving her a notebook, hoping the college-rule style won’t intimidate her, he begins his lecture
back in ancient Greece, where people would look up at the stars and see some of them move in
the night sky. (She may want to start taking notes.) Penny wants to know if the 2600 year study
is necessary, but Sheldon want to take her from the Greeks to Isaac Newton to Niels Bohr to
Erwin Schroedinger to the Dutch researchers Leonard is currently ripping off. She’ll need to use
the bathroom first.

SHELDON: Project Gorilla - Entry 2. I'm exhausted!

Howard has Bernadette up in his room, so you know his mom is ready to ****block that
situation. Howard comes up with the idea to make her cook lamb stew for dinner, requiring
her to go to the store for the Leseur peas. She goes, since Howard’s mom can’t say no to her
little tushy-face. As they are ready to get it on, Leonard texts Bernadette to tell her that Howard
might get weirded out if she went to his experiment tomorrow. Howard thinks that it is weird for
Leonard to invite her without clearing it with him first. She doesn’t appreciate that and takes off.

Sheldon is trying to teach Penny physics, but he instead gives a good demonstration of why
the phrase "those who can’t do...teach” is complete and utter BS. (I knew what he was talking
about and I still couldn’t follow him.) Neither can Penny, and Sheldon is going ballistic at her.
Which causes her to cry.

SHELDON: Why are you crying?

PENNY: Because I'm stupid!

SHELDON: That’s no reason to cry. One cries when one is sad. For example, I cry because
others are stupid and that makes me sad.

Penny begs him to teach him one thing that she can understand. Sheldon tells her Leonard is
dealing with subatomic particles. She gets that part and then asks what are subatomic particles.

SHELDON: Good question! To answer that question, we must first answer the question...what
is physics?

PENNY: Oh balls!

Howard goes to Leonard’s lab, angry that Leonard text-blocked him with Bernadette by saying
he has a problem with Bernadette hanging out with Leonard. That's because he does. Howard
wanted Leonard to tell Bernadette something that didn’'t make him look like a petty, jealous
douche. When Bernadette arrives, Howard tries to cover for himself by saying he was interested
in Leonard’s experiment as well. Bernadette said Howard thought it was stupid. (Howard, Kettle
returned your call. Something about her being black?) Howard finally apologizes to Bernadette
for what he did, and she forgives him, on Leonard’s recommendation. After all, Leonard can put
tushy-face on Twitter right then and there.

At the next dinner, Penny was able to converse with Leonard about his experiment (which
would take too long to repeat here). But she did want everybody to know that Fig Newtons were
named after a town in Massachusetts and not the physicist.
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The Maternal Congruence

Season 3
Episode Number: 51
Season Episode: 11

4 N\
Originally aired: = Monday December 14, 2009
Writer: Maria Ferrari, Richard Rosenstock, Steven Molaro, Lee Aronsohn (I),
David Goetsch, Bill Prady, Chuck Lorre
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Kunal Nayyar (Rajesh Koothrappali), Simon Helberg (Howard

Wolowitz), Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),
Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter)

Recurring Role: Christine Baranski (Beverly Hofstadter)
Production Code: 3X5562
Sumimary: A Christmas visit from his mother has Leonard discovering she’s kept

a lot of news from him that she shares with Sheldon and worrying if
she’ll approve of his romance with Penny.

Everybody loves to watch "The Grinch
Who Stole Christmas,” even Sheldon.
He can understand people crying when
the Grinch’s heart grows three sizes, as
hypertropic myopathy is quite painful,
and he can totally identify with the
Grinch...until he gave back the gifts.
("What a buzzkill that was.”)

LEONARD: When we watch “Frosty
the Snowman,” he roots for the sun.

One can’t blame Leonard for getting
into Christmas these days, as his youth
holidays were spent writing papers on the
psychological and anthropological effects
of the holidays on society. There were
even discussion groups, something that obviously Sheldon can get with, as he feels Sir Isaac
Newton better represents Christmas than Jesus Christ does, since Newton’s birthday actually
falls on the holiday. Fortunately for Leonard, he switches topics. Unfortunately for Penny, the
topic is the impending arrival of Leonard’s mother, who does not know the two of them are dat-
ing. Of course, Sheldon is more than happy to point out why while putting his Sir Isaac Newton
ornament on the spider-invested fire hazard that is a tree. ('m Catholic, and I sympathize that
12 straight hours of church followed by a fruitcake will put anybody out.) He also points out that
Leonard’s mother likely thinks that Penny is not worthy stock for their family, given that "her
greatest accomplishment is memorizing the Cheesecake Factory menu.”

PENNY: It’s a big menu! There’s two pages just for desserts!

LEONARD: I agree. And those specials, they just change every day!

PENNY: You know, it's lame when I say it. It’s just ridiculous when you pile on.

Dr. Beverly Hofstadter thanks Sheldon for picking her up from the airport...even though
Leonard did the driving. ("Yes, mummy’s proud.”) Apparently, Sheldon and she have kept in
close contact, comparing notes, video chatting, and Sheldon is sympathetic to her about her
carpal tunnel surgery and the engagement of Leonard’s brother...none of which she told Leonard.

At dinner, Dr. Hofstadter wanted to know if Howard and Raj had finally admitted their homo-
sexual feelings toward one another. Howard is happy to report he now has a girlfriend, whom
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he can’t produce because Bernadette’s grandmother died, and she went out of town. ("I see. Her
*srandmother* died.”)

HOWARD: Her name is Bernadette, she’s a waitress, and she’s studying to be a microbiologist!

DR. HOFSTADTER: Howard, keep in mind, the more you stick to this construct, the more
you're hurting your partner. (Raj)

Penny arrives and confirms that she still has "daddy issues,” since her father got hislittle
slugger with breasts” a football and catcher’s mitt for Christmas. On a side note, Dr. Hofstadter
talks about her impending divorce. Jaw, meet floor.

DR. HOFSTADTER: Yes, he was cheating on me with some waitress from the university cafe-
teria. Can you believe that? A *waitress*. (to Penny) No offense, dear.

PENNY: No, it sounded like a compliment.

LEONARD: When did this happen??

DR. HOFSTADTER: Hmm, let’s see. Sheldon, when did I leave Leonard’s father?

SHELDON: Um, September 22nd.

DR. HOFSTADTER: Oh, right. The weekend after Leonard’s dog died.

Leonard is, to say the least, not happy with the situation. Therfore Penny has to drive Dr.
Hofstadter back to her hotel...and endure yet someone else who complains about her check
engine light. Penny can’t believe Dr. Hofstadter is more upset about the check engine light than
her divorce.

DR. HOFSTADTER: Well, initially I did feel something akin to grief and perhaps anger. But
that’s the natural reaction of the limbic system by being betrayed by a loathsome son of a bitch.

Fortunately, they hadn’t had sex for 8 years, so the shock is lessened by that...and the fact
that she’s been responsible for her own orgasms since 1982. (Wow, we have something in com-
mon.)

PENNY: Yikes!

DR. HOFSTADTER: That’s exactly what I say during orgasms.

Penny SO needs a drink, and is willing to teach Dr. Hofstadter how to do that. On the other
hand, Sheldon’s methods of comforting Leonard need some work.

SHELDON: Leonard, what you're experiencing is the classic Jungian crisis in which the aging
individual mourns the loss of the never-to-be-realized ideal family unit. ("Weltschmerz”, as the
Germans say)

Leonard should take comfort, though, as Sheldon is his surrogate family. Or at least take
comfort in the fact that Sheldon is not happy about it, either.

Several shots later, Penny and Dr. Hofstadter are feeling no pain. In fact, Dr. Hofstadter is
sensing a lowering of her inhibitions, to the point where she wants to take the busboy and
have him ravish her while eating cheesecake. Penny takes the opportunity to tell her that she is
sleeping with Leonard.

DR. HOFSTADTER: Well, that’'s convenient. How did his penis turn out?

PENNY: Beverly, I really can’t talk to my boyfriend’s mother about his penis.

DR. HOFSTADTER: Fair enough. What can you tell me about that busboy’s penis?

PENNY: Actually, I've only had the cheesecake.

Dr. Hofstadter concludes either Leonard is embarrassed about the relationship or doesn’t care
enough about his mother to tell her. Now both women are interested in the answer and have no
problem waking Leonard up in their drunken state to find out.

I say that right?

After a night of drunkenness (which has to explain the trip to Del Taco), Leonard insists that
she doesn’t communicate with him, so what right does she have to say anything? She gets the
point that he wants a more intimate mother-son relationship, and she hugs him.

DR. HOFSTADTER: There, it's late. Now go to bed. (to Penny) I'm getting a warm feeling
spreading through my heart.

PENNY: That’s the Del Taco.

Sheldon is woken up by the pounding of Leonard’s head against the door, and Dr. Hofstadter
still has that warm feeling. She grabs Sheldon and kisses him.

DR. HOFSTADTER: Nah, I'd still rather have the busboy.
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The next day, Leonard and Sheldon are driving (well, Leonard is) the corpse he once knew
as his mother to the airport. She’s in no mood to discuss the previous night. Actually, nobody
is willing to talk about her inappropriate behavior the previous night. On the good side, Dr.
Hofstadter gives her complete blessing for Leonard to date Penny.

DR. HOFSTADTER: She doesn’t have much in the way of career prospects, and don’t make
her responsible for her own orgasms as well.

LEONARD: Mom, you know when I said we don’t communicate enough? I'm over it.

Happy holidays!
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The Psychic Vortex

Season 3
Episode Number: 52
Season Episode: 12

( )\
Originally aired: =~ Monday January 11, 2010
Writer: Lee Aronsohn (I), Steven Molaro, Jim Reynolds (I), Chuck Lorre, Eric
Kaplan (I)
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Kunal Nayyar (Rajesh Koothrappali), Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Hel-

berg (Howard Wolowitz), Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim
Parsons (Sheldon Cooper)

Recurring Role: Melissa Rauch (Bernadette Rostenkowski)

Guest Stars: David Trice (Waiter), Danica McKellar (Abby), Jen Drohan (Martha)
Production Code: 3X5561

Sumimary: Leonard is aghast to find out a secret of Penny’s: she believes in psy-

chics. Meanwhile, Sheldon tries to assist Koothrappali in picking up a
girl at a university party.

It's date night for Leonard and Howard!
Yes, dates with women that will acknowl-
edge that Leonard and Howard are their
boyfriends. If there are other kind of
women out there, Howard would proba-
bly be the expert on ones of the artificial
variety. Howard asks Leonard to watch
the PDA’s. That is, since he wants to
make out with Bernadette, then Leonard
has to make sure he makes out with
Penny. ("No problem. We're planning to
have sex on the salad bar.”) Unfortu-
nately, Raj is left with only Sheldon, who
wants to run a full backup, reinstall, and
reinitialization of his computer. Oh, what
fun.

Penny is looking forward to having a good night, once the talk of flesh-eating bacteria ceases.
She’s considering cutting her hair. Her psychic told her that cutting her hair would get her a
national TV commercial. Scientist Leonard tried not to laugh at that thought. Tried, anyway.
Needless to say Penny is not happy, and even more needless to say, Leonard doesn’t know when
to shut up. ("Good job not making fun of her.”—Howard)

PENNY: Why are you being such a jerk?

LEONARD: What, your psychic didn’t tell you I was going to be a jerk?

Raj tries to get Sheldon to go outside, but Sheldon wants to know why outside is so good
when humanity has spent centuries perfecting inside. ("It's a marketing scheme.”) Raj foregoes
Sheldon’s idea of using their imagination to go to "Flatland.” suggest wearing Zoot Suits and
swing dancing at the mall, but Sheldon wonders why you’d wear something that was a part of
the Zoot Suit Riots in the 1940’s. (And I feel so embarrassed for thinking of the Cherry Poppin’
Daddies’ song first.) He then suggests going to a university mixer for the science and philosphy
departments. ("For those who split atoms or split infinitives.”) Sheldon is convinced to go...when
Raj bribes him with his Green Lantern Lantern. Sheldon’s job is to be Raj’s wingman. No matter
what lie Raj comes up with, Sheldon has to nod and agree with it. Raj checks out the females,
and Sheldon finds him one...the 80-year-old wife of one of the professors. (Well, she is a female.)
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The Limited Edition Green Lantern Lantern does hook them Abby (Danica McKellar), who is
impressed that Raj is from India.

ABBY: Well, I saw Slumdog Millionaire.

RAJ: Well, I'm a Slumdog Physicist.

SHELDON: I thought your father was a gynecologist.

Obviously Sheldon needs to work on being a wingman. But the Green Lantern Lantern works
its magic again when Abby’s friend, Martha, comes by and swoons in its presence.

Clearly the dinner is the most uncomfortable double-date in history. Leonard won't let it go.
Penny is upset that Leonard won't budge on this because he doesn’t think something is a fact
if he disagrees with it. Leonard tries to get scientists Howard and Bernadette to back him up,
but they know better than to jump into a couple’s argument. Even going up the stairs back to
the apartment, Penny won’t budge, and Leonard won't back off. She slams the door in his face,
leaving her leftovers in his hands.

LEONARD: Want your fish? (she grabs it and slams the door) I knew you were going to do
that. It doesn’t make me psychic!....Attaboy, Leonard. Make it worse.

On the good side: there is good music in his apartment, courtesy of Sheldon, Raj, Abby,
Martha, and The Guess Who.

LEONARD: What's going on?

SHELDON: We scored. I'm the wingman.

Howard had a better night than Leonard: he got to eighth base. Which is seventh base and his
shirt off. Leonard’s method for stress release without Penny? Lasering innocent Cylon figurines.
Howard still can’t believe how stubborn Leonard is being. Leonard doesn’t want to compromise
all of his intellectual beliefs for the mere fact he can date.

LEONARD: What am I supposed to do? Pretend to believe something I don’t when I'm with
Penny.

HOWARD: I'm sure Penny fakes all sorts of things when she’s with you.

Howard demonstrates using a Venn diagram on the whiteboard the intersection between all
the women he’d want to sleep with, the ones who believe what Leonard believes, and the ones
willing to sleep with him. Leonard doesn’t think he can do that. Howard then marks for Leonard
the one person he can have sex with...by placing a dot on Leonard’s right hand. ("Have fun
tonight!”)

Raj comes over and wants to date Abby again, but Sheldon would have to double-date with
Martha. Sheldon has more important things to do...like reformat his hard drive...and disinfect
the kitchen and bathroom while that’s going on, and learn Finnish. In spite that Sheldon had
fun the last time, he doesn’t want to do it. Raj begs and begs, but he only has one remaining
avenue.

RAJ: My Incredible Hulk Hands signed by Stan Lee.

SHELDON: Oh, my. (puts them on) HULK AGREES TO SECOND DATE WITH PUNY HUMANS!

RAJ: You can’t wear the hands on the date.

SHELDON: Hulk sad.

Leonard joins Penny in the laundry to try and apologize. Clearly he sucks at it.

PENNY: Wow, that’s all you've got after being the most obnoxious person on a double-date
that included Howard Wolowitz? (true that)

Penny will forgive him if he goes to see her psychic. He reluctantly agrees. She also warns him
that she believe in ghosts, astrology, but not healing crystals. They don’t work. Although Voodoo
does. You don’t want to mess with it.

The double-date with Sheldon and Raj seems to be going well. Martha, who apparently prefers
Sheldon over Raj, thinks that "Flatland” is a treatise on Victorian social morays. The Hulk ap-
preciates that...just like Abby and Raj are appreciating each other right now. However, it is time
for Sheldon to go to bed. Martha is excited, thinking she’ll be joining him.

SHELDON: GOOD NIGHT, PUNY HUMAN!!!!

Martha is not swayed. Since Raj and Abby were getting it on in the living room, she asks
Sheldon if he could hang out in his room...and he agrees. He’ll go sleep in Leonard’s room and
lets her have his.
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The Bozeman Reaction

Season 3
Episode Number: 53
Season Episode: 13

( \
Originally aired: =~ Monday January 18, 2010
Writer: Lee Aronsohn (I), Jim Reynolds (I), Bill Prady, Steve Holland, Chuck
Lorre, Steven Molaro
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Guest Stars: Artie O’Daly (Young Man), Julio Oscar Mechoso (Officer Hackett)
Production Code: 3X5563
Summary: A robbery of their apartment sees Leonard and Sheldon call on their
friends to devise a security system.
& J

It's a night out for the guys at a Chinese
restaurant. Of course, Sheldon is suspi-
cious that the General Tso’s Chicken is
no longer a specialty, and now they have
shrimp in "mobster sauce.” He doesn’t
want to eat at a place that could be a
front, so he suggests they get a pizza at
Corleone’s. They make it home to find
their place robbed. The TV is gone, so
are their laptops, but the good news is,
Sheldon’s comic books were spared. (It's
a good point. The crooks would have done
much better if the collection was decent
enough.)

After receiving little help from the po-
lice, even though Sheldon knew they took their Playstations (1, 2, and 3), Xbox, Xbox 360, Classic
Nintendo, Super Nintendo, Nintendo 64...and Wii ("We like games.”), Sheldon is not doing well.
He thinks he hears a sound outside and locks his bedroom door...and puts the bookcase in front
of it. But he is master of his own bladder. ("Drat!”) Penny is upset that she wasn’t there at the
time the robbers were, as she would have gone Nebraska on them with her baseball bat. They
should keep the bat handy, as Sheldon is too scared to sleep in his apartment, although he
concedes her couch is too small for the two of them if he’s in their bed. They regretfully agree
to stay up with him, and one fly-over-their-head of Pictionary later, Leonard and Penny go off to
bed. However, Sheldon can’t, so he watches TV on his mobile phone. Ah, exactly what he needs:
a good slasher flick.

Howard and Raj come to their rescue with motion sensors, facial recognition cameras, soft-
ware to control everything, even a net for capturing a robber. It'll take a while for Howard to
get the materials from the Department of Defense to electrify the net. But the successful test
works...on Penny. It works great until Sheldon hears a noise outside once again. He crawls out
of his window and over to Leonard’s to see what’s going on. As it happens, Leonard and Penny
were going on...or trying to...and accidentally knocked over a lamp. Sheldon apologized and left
the room. He walked right into the trap, complete with an electrified net, which worked beauti-
fully.

Rather than be snagged by his home security system, he decides to move to the safest city in
America: Bozeman, Montana. He leaves a goodbye message on his computer for his three friends

155



The Big Bang Theory Episode Guide

and one acquaintance (huh?) and takes the bus to Bozeman. He meets a friendly person who
will help him with his bags. Or should I say, help him TO his bags. One robbery in the Bozeman
bus depot later, and he is heading back to Pasadena. He greets Leonard, Raj, and his treasured

acquaintance, Howard.
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The Einstein Approximation

Season 3
Episode Number: 54
Season Episode: 14

4 \
Originally aired: = Monday February 1, 2010
Writer: Lee Aronsohn (I), David Goetsch, Steve Holland, Chuck Lorre, Steven
Molaro, Eric Kaplan ()
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Recurring Role: Melissa Rauch (Bernadette Rostenkowski)

Guest Stars: Yeardley Smith (Sandy), Kevin Brief (Glen)

Production Code: 3X5565

Sumimary: Stuck on the solution to a physics problem, Sheldon seeks a number

of alternative approaches to change his thinking and free the mental
block-including working with Penny at The Cheesecake Factory.

It looks like Sheldon has been up all
night. That, or he likes to exercise early
I in the morning. Penny makes the mistake
Jf; Ei‘ & & of asking what he’s doing. As he is stuck
0 on a problem, he is whips his head and
sees the problem on his whiteboard as a
fleeting image to engage superior collicu-
lus of his brain. Penny settles for coffee
in these situations. He then tries to focus
in on each individual aspect of the prob-
lem with a pirate’s spyglass made of his
hands. Leonard suggests a fresh start,
and Sheldon is grateful for the idea. He
throws the whiteboard out the window
. — . ~ and grabs a fresh one.
At the cafeteria, Leonard and Raj study the frazzled Sheldon. Howard suggests rebooting him,
but Leonard, not having seen Sheldon this confused since "Matrix: Revolutions,” is certain it’s a
firmware problem. Hence Sheldon using butter for deodorant that morning. ("I thought I smelled
popcorn!”) Raj is having no luck. Howard and Leonard usurp his suggestion for roller skating,
and Sheldon takes his lima beans to use as protons in his experiment. Raj can’t have his cookie.
Leonard donates his peas for electrons, and Howard offers his corn. ("What would I do with
corn?”’) Raj hopes Leonard and Howard fall and break their coccyxes.

SHELDON: The plural of coccyx is coccyges.

RAJ: Screw you! Give me back my lima beans!

Turns out disco skating night was no fun for anybody. Bernadette wasn’t sure if the guys’
skating was lamer or their disco dancing, although Penny knows that leaving with them was
lamest. Love the disco pants on Howard (Emily-Blink182 is drooling right now), and they slowly
make it up the stairs, having not broken their coccyxes. ("Coccyges!”) Suddenly, Penny is falling
for Sheldon. Literally. She slips on the marbles Sheldon laid out on the floor of their apartment,
as does Leonard. Sheldon has gone three nights without sleep trying to solve his problem. (The
equation. His other problems are a much longer story.) Bernadette appears to be the logical one
of the group, as she tells Sheldon in no uncertain terms to go to bed. Apparently, her mom used
to run an illegal daycare center in their basement.
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Leonard gets a call in the middle of the night, although the Joker ringtone on his phone creeps
Penny out. ("It cost three dollars.”) He has to retrieve Sheldon from an indoor playground because
the sleep-deprived Sheldon is using the ball pit to separate neurons, protons, and electrons.
Sheldon, naturally, will not go quietly, and Leonard has to pull him out...as soon as Sheldon
comes up for air from under all of the balls.

Sheldon finally has the solution and must tell Leonard and Penny. While they are sleeping.
With his infamous three knock-Leonard&Penny-three knock cadence. Actually, he doesn’t have
the solution, but he does have a way to get it: find a menial job, just like when Einstein did
his best thinking as a patent clerk. After a not-so-successful go of it at the employment office,
he determines that the three most mind-numbing jobs available are: tollbooth attendant, Apple
Store Genius, and what Penny does. Although Sheldon made a mistake. He’s a busboy, not a
waitress. He fixes this instantly by serving the customers. After all, he didn’t need to be hired
since he’s not being paid. Nor does he recommend the salmon. Of course, the guys have to take
advantage of the situation. Leonard orders his favorite: the factory burrito grande.

LEONARD (SHELDON): Black beans, not pinto beans? (Yes) Double guacamole? (Of course)
Lettuce shredded, not chopped? (Yes) You understand why I'm doing this? (I do.) That will be all.

Apparently, they were tired of waiting for Penny to take their order, although she didn’t drop
an entire tray of dishes. But something startling happens: Sheldon discovers the pattern to solve
his problem! He’s done being a waitress. He also isn’t cleaning up the broken plates, since he
doesn’t work there.

But things get back to normal. Normal being that Disco Howard finally takes Disco Raj for
their couples’ skate and Leonard goes back to chasing Sheldon in the ball pit.
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The Large Hadron Collision

Season 3
Episode Number: 55
Season Episode: 15

4 )
Originally aired: = Monday February 8, 2010
Writer: Chuck Lorre, Steven Molaro, Jim Reynolds (I), Lee Aronsohn (I),
Richard Rosenstock, Maria Ferrari
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Production Code: 3X5564

Summary: Leonard faces a dilemma in choosing between Sheldon or Penny to
accompany him to Switzerland to see CERN’s Large Hadron Collider
on Valentine’s Day.

It's Valentine’s Day, and Howard is only
too happy to announce his plans with
Bernadette to the world, since he finally
has a girlfriend at Valentine’s Day. Or
as Sheldon puts it, Howard is flaunt-
ing a positional good, which is an object
only valued by the possessor since no-
body else possesses it. It was coined in
1976 by economist Fred Hirsch, replac-
ing the old term "neener-neener.” He is
taking Bernadette for the $39.95 Lovers’
Special at P.F. Chang’s. No coupon re-
- quired. Of course, Sheldon must wonder
why Howard would take Bernadette out on a night that celebrates a 3rd century saint who was
stoned and beheaded. But that still beats Raj’s imitation of Diane Lane from "Must Love Dogs,”
since he plans to spend the holiday eating rotisserie chicken over the sink. Leonard has the best
news: he’s going to Switzerland to observe the Hadron Collider at the CERN Laboratory. Sheldon
is beyond ecstatic, so much so that he didn’t bother questioning why Leonard would get such an
honor. Of course, Sheldon is assuming that Leonard will take him as his Plus 1 instead of Penny.
Leonard has an awkward situation when he gets home.

Sure enough, Sheldon can’t handle it.

SHELDON: But Penny has no interest in subatomic particle research!

LEONARD: Yes, but it will be Valentine’s Day. We can go sightseeing and skiing and make love
in front of a roaring fire in the shadow of the snow-capped Alps!

SHELDON: But Penny has no interest in subatomic particle research! I've been dreaming of
seeing the Large Hadron Collider since I was 9!

LEONARD: Well, I've been dreaming of spending Valentine’s Day with a girl since I was 6!

Leonard brings items to give Penny clues on where they're going, but apparently the Swiss
Cheese cut by the Swiss Army Knife and the fondue set aren’t enough. Leonard tells her they're
going to see the CERN Lab Supercollider in Switzerland! (and ski and sightsee, too) THEN she
gets excited. And then Sheldon whips out the Roommate agreement. And SOMEHOW (because
it makes for a funny plot device), there is a clause in there stating one roommate must take the
other if one of them gets invited to the CERN Supercollider.

PENNY: Wait! Isn’t there anything in there if a roommate gets a girlfriend?

SHELDON: That seemed too far-fetched.
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Sheldon maintains he has lived up to his end of the bargain thus far, including asking how
Leonard is doing at least once a day, not staging mock biohazard drills after 10PM and not
practicing Tuvan throat singing. Leonard isn’'t backing down, so Sheldon starts on the Tuvan
throat singing. To Sheldon, Leonard is a bigger traitor than Judas, who at least had the decency
to hang himself for what he did, Darth Vader, Benedict Arnold, and Rupert Murdoch, who owns
Fox, the network that cancelled “"Firefly.”

And the war is on. And the Frodo-shaped pancakes are the first salvo! Actually, Sheldon is
attempting to catch more flies with honey than with vinegar by making Leonard breakfast in bed
and suggesting they watch "Babylon 5” with director’'s commentary, even though he hates it. It
still doesn’t work; Leonard isn’'t taking him to Switzerland. Sheldon takes the pancakes away
and attempts his next target: Penny. Penny is treated to a PowerPoint presentation for her about
why his the more appropriate choice to go. He has images of himself and Penny, and of the
Supercollider and Bath & Body Works. Now let’s match the person to where they should be...

Penny puts her foot down and insists it is Leonard’s decision and he chose her. Sheldon walks
meekly away and hopes Penny appreciates the place she’ll get to see that he’s been dreaming of
for years. She finally relents and says she’ll talk to Leonard. Sheldon thanks her, and even hugs
her. Although he needs help in knowing when to stop. However, Leonard puts his foot down and
says Sheldon isn’t going. This dissolves the "friendship clause” in their agreement; thus Sheldon
will never take Leonard as his guest when Bill Gates invites him to go swimming. Leonard and
Penny are excited to go, until Penny catches the flu. Now Sheldon can go, and he’ll pack as soon
as he’s done vomiting and hocking up his Swiss breakfast cholermus. Sheldon is perplexed on
how he got the flu...until he remembered he hugged Penny.

But all is not lost: Leonard and Raj get the beautiful room. And the chocolates and the cham-
pagne Leonard bought.

RAJ: This is going to be the best Valentine’s Day ever!
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The Excelsior Acquisition

Season 3
Episode Number: 56
Season Episode: 16

4 )
Originally aired: = Monday March 1, 2010
Writer: Chuck Lorre, Lee Aronsohn (I), Steven Molaro, Maria Ferrari, Bill
Prady, Steve Holland
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper), Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Johnny Galecki

(Leonard Hofstadter), Kunal Nayyar (Rajesh Koothrappali), Simon Hel-
berg (Howard Wolowitz)

Recurring Role: Kevin Sussman (Stuart)
Guest Stars: Steve Paymer (Judge J. Kirby), Marcus Folmar (Guard), Stan Lee (Him-
self)
Production Code: 3X5566
Summary: An appearance in traffic court comes at the worst possible time for
Sheldon-the same day Stan Lee is appearing at the comic book store.
\ J

Time to hit the comic book store, and
Raj makes his presence known with his
new t-shirt, which plays music. But the
music might be necessary, as Stan Lee
will be at the comic book store sign-
ing autographs. Apparently, Stuart’s un-
cle is Stan’s dermatologist...which totally
ruined the signing for Sheldon. He won’t
be able to discuss the scientific implica-
tions of flying on a silver surfboard while
checking the famous comic writer for con-
tagious skin diseases. Raj can’t believe
he’s going to meet Stan Lee. (Cue music:
- I'm so excited! And I just can’t hide it!)

£ % A : As the guys try to figure out which
comic book Stan should sign (accompanied by Final Jeopardy music, courtesy of Raj), Howard
grabs some Neosporin and bandages from Sheldon’s desk for a paper cut...and apparently, Shel-
don never heard of direct deposit, given the copious amount of checks in there. There was also
a summons from the Pasadena Municipal Court. It wasn’'t a snide letter about Sheldon’s com-
plaints about how the flags flew at the courthouse; Sheldon ran a red light while driving Penny
to get her separated shoulder looked at. And in true Murphy’s Law fashion, the court date is on
the same day as Stan Lee’s appearance. Sheldon protested, as he was trying to help Penny and
only had a learner’s permit. He doesn’t think he’s guilty, but Raj’s "Law & Order” sound effect
says otherwise. (that was good)

Sheldon goes to meet Penny (and as an aside, you know you're hot when you got guys to-
tally drooling over you when you wear a business suit), and Sheldon wants her to practice
his script. Apparently, he’ll represent himself and wants Penny to follow what he wrote down.
(Gee, if only Penny did that for a living.) Of course, his "homespun corn-fed Nebraska turns of
phrase”...combined with a few Valley Girl references...has her annoyed beyond belief within a
few seconds. Still, what Sheldon did to Penny was nothing compared with what Sheldon said to
Judge Kirby. (cute reference, huh?)

SHELDON: I am appearing "Pro se,” that means I ‘'m representing myself.

JUDGE KIRBY: I know what it means. I went to law school.
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SHELDON: And yet you wound up in traffic court.

Sheldon defends himself by saying he was improperly instructed by Penny, that he was doing
what was necessary to help Penny, and his Sixth Amendment rights are being violated since he
cannot face his accuser: the camera. The judge is impressed: Sheldon is still guilty.

SHELDON: I would like to point out that I am at the top of my profession while you preside
over the kiddie table of yours!

The judge gives him a chance to apologize, Sheldon naturally refuses, and Sheldon is in jail
for contempt of court. And he STILL wants his spot in the jail cell. Penny tries to call Leonard, but
he, Raj, and Howard are about to meet Stan Lee, and Howard wants to get in before Raj demands
why all of Stan Lee’s characters have the same double-initials (Reed Richards, Sue Storm, Matt
Murdock, Bruce Banner, Steven Strange, Silver Surfer, and worst of all, Jay Jonah Jameson Jr.)
Sheldon has until 5PM to apologize to the judge or he’ll spend the night in jail. Foruntately, a
solution provides itself.

SHELDON: Excuse me, jailer? I need to use the restroom.

GUARD: Knock yourself out. (pointing to the toilet in the jail cell)

SHELDON: (shocked) That’s the toilet?!?!?

GUARD: Well, it ain’t a wishing well!

Leonard and Howard are drooling over their "To My Friend, Leonard/Howard, from Stan Lee—
Excelsior” Poor Raj wasn'’t a friend and didn’t get an Excelsior. Penny and Sheldon made it home,
and Sheldon was $533 lighter in the wallet. And now has three points on a license he doesn’t
have. And missed gelatto with Stan Lee. Sheldon goes ballistic and takes it all out on Penny.

Penny decides she wants to make amends and asks Stuart to get her in contact with Stan Lee.
He’s a little busy sharing a can of tuna with a cat that may or may not show up, but Penny begs
and pleads. Several awkward moments later, Stuart gives her Stan Lee’s address...if she would
go to his cousin’s wedding. She’s not the happiest person, but then she may not get stood up by
a stray cat tonight, so concessions must be made.

Penny takes Sheldon to Stan Lee’s house. He is, to say the least, not happy that a fanboy just
walked up univited to his house (although Sheldon thought he and Penny were invited).

STAN LEE: You think you fanboys can just ring my doorbell anytime you want? I mean, why
don’t you just come in and watch the Lakers game with me!

SHELDON: Well, I'm not much of a sports fan, but OK!

PENNY: (apologetic) He doesn’t really understand sarcasm.

On the good side, Sheldon got a wonderful gift: Stan Lee’s autograph and a guarantee to see
him again...at the hearing regarding his restraining order. Sheldon is putting that one on the
wall next to the one from Leonard Nimoy.

162



The Big Bang Theory Episode Guide

The Precious Fragmentation

Season 3
Episode Number: 57
Season Episode: 17

( \
Originally aired: = Monday March 8, 2010
Writer: Lee Aronsohn (I), Eric Kaplan (I), Maria Ferrari, Bill Prady, Steven Mo-
laro, Richard Rosenstock
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Recurring Role: Frank Maharajh (Venkatesh Koothrappali)

Production Code: 3X5567

Summary: The discovery of a prop ring from The Lord of the Rings movies puts a
strain on the guys’ friendship.

The guys are returning from a garage sale
with a heavy box of stuff they got for $60.
Of course, Leonard has to carry it up-
stairs, as he is the "muscle” of the group.
(Ironic, given that Johnny Galecki works
out quite a bit. Seriously. See an episode
of "My Boys” in which he appears. I'm not
joking.) They got some great stuff, like an
original script from ”Ghostbusters” with
actual slime on it. (oops, sorry, it was
Ghostbusters II). Not to mention, an ac-
tual "Alf” doll, which brought back such
memories for Howard, since his mother
got him one when he was eleven and he
wished that Alf would bring his dad back

from Melmac.

PENNY: That’s so sad.

SHELDON: No, sad is you not knowing that Adam West was "Batman.”

Other items include Mr. T's head on a Mr. Spock doll ("I pity the fool who'’s illogical!”), an
Indiana Jones connect the dots, an Aqua-Man action figure (with a penis drawn on him, which
Raj rubs right off), and a "Lord of the Rings” ring. Howard checks with "a guy” who says the
ring is the real deal. Of the 9 rings that were made by the production company, 3 were given to
cast members, 5 were destroyed, and the 9th was just claimed by Sheldon under the Maritime
Salvage Laws. ("Other than the water, how is this not salvage?”) As Sheldon starts going Gollum
on the ring, Howard tells that the ring is worth $15,000 on the black market, and Leonard insists
on returning it to Peter Jackson.

RAJ: Look, we all want to do different things with the ring. But all of yours are stupid. I want
a jet ski!

Finally, a compromise: Penny will hold on to the ring until something can be decided.

PENNY: OK just to be clear, the first piece of jewelry my boyfriend gives me is a prop from a
movie and I don’t even get to keep it?

HOWARD: If you had gone out with me three years ago you'd have my great-aunt Ida’s brooch
that she smuggled out of occupied Belgium in a cat.

LEONARD: How am I lookin’ now?
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However, the ring’s powers have overtaken Sheldon. He tries to steal it off of the sleeping
Penny’s neck. Of course, since this is a sitcom, she rolls over twice, in spite of Sheldon’s decent
imitation of a hornet. He then uses a grasping arm like you see in the informercials to get it. She
is startled and slugs him.

SHELDON: YOU HIT ME! I'M BLEEDING!

LEONARD: What was that?

PENNY: Sheldon tried to take the ring, and I punched him.

LEONARD: That’s my girl.

After a failed attempt by Raj’s lawyer/cousin to get him a jet ski, they fight over the ring and
come up with a solution: everybody holds on to the ring and it stays that way until only one
person is holding it. They want to start right in the cafeteria...if it only wasn’t for the bug movie
marathon on the SyFy Channel (how nerdy am I to remember the new spelling of SyFy?). Then
again, I didn’t drive home with my hand on the ring, nor walk up the flights of stairs with it.

SHELDON: I have you know I once spent 2 1/2 hour on the Hewlett-Packard Support Line
just to complain about the Hewlett-Packard support line.

LEONARD: Talk about patience, Penny made me watch all five seasons of Sex and the City.

(and just when I said there were six seasons of Sex and the City...seriously, I did)

RAJ: There were six seasons of Sex and the City, dude.

LEONARD: Awww, CRAP!

Penny actually thinks what they're doing is sweet. Of course, she’s also holding a bag from
Victoria’s Secret. So, it's $15,000 or Penny in lingerie.

LEONARD: I'm out! (can’t lie, that was a good choice)

Howard has to explain to his mother, and Raj is only too happy to ring-block him on the
phone. ("I am so glad we came to this Gentile strip club! Howard, here’s more bacon to stuff
into the shiksa’s g-string!!”) Howard is ready for payback, but Sheldon’s egging them turns both
against him and his mother...actually, his grandmother. ("I call No Meemaws!”) But no good.

RAJ: The only way your mother was born is that your Meemaw had sex!

HOWARD: I bet she had sex because she LIKED it.

RAJ: Yeah, Meemaw did the nasty!!!

Sheldon counters by putting the idea of water in their heads to make them want to use the
bathroom. It works great...for Sheldon. But all of them have to, so they all decide to go on three.
(stand up and go, you sick bums!)

Many hours later, sleep takes them out...and Sheldon is holding the ring. But Howard and
Raj are holding something as well...each other. His first order of business is to clean it, so he can
make it his own, his precious. (AAAAGH!)

During the night, Leonard became the voice of reason and sent the ring back to Peter Jackson,
rather than let the ring destroy their friendship. Or so we thought!

LEONARD: (pulling the ring out from a box underneath his bed) Hello, my precious!

However, Sheldon isn’t done. His grappling arm discovers the ring around Leonard’s neck,
and they fight.

PENNY: I gotta go back to dating dumb guys from the gym.
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The Pants Alternative

Season 3
Episode Number: 58
Season Episode: 18

( \
Originally aired: = Monday March 22, 2010
Writer: Chuck Lorre, Bill Prady, Steve Holland, Eric Kaplan (I), Richard Rosen-
stock, Jim Reynolds (I)
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper), Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Production Code: 3X5568

Summary: Sheldon’s fear of speaking in front of large groups threatens his ability
to accept an award, so the gang tries to help him get ready for the big
night.

Did you know the ponytail is the equiv-
alent of "their junk” to the creatures in
“Avatar?” Little tip from Raj. But they also
use their ponytails to ride horses and fly
on their birds. There are some horses
and birds that are very nervous around
James Cameron. Leonard comes in and
tells the gang he knows who won the
Chancellor’s Award for Science. Sheldon
figures he’s here to gloat.

SHELDON: What self-important preen-
ing fraud are they honoring this year?

LEONARD: I'm so glad you asked it
like that. You.

Sheldon is excited, even though he
feels he deserves the award every year.
He decides to tell his mother first...until
he comes up with the idea of conducting an interview with himself and posting it online.

The guys are watching Avatar in 3-D (which I didn’t even know was out yet), although Raj is
watching it in 2-D because he didn’'t want to spring for the Slurpee and glasses. Sheldon gets
a call from Chancellor Morton, who expects him to make a speech at the banquet. Sheldon has
spoken in front of groups before. He did 20 minutes before the movie on why guacamole turns
brown. But any group large enough to trample Sheldon to death is his limit. (36 adults or 70
children.”) Penny comes in and says that she was scared once, too. But the world looks a lot
different on a haystack in the back of a Ford F-150 as a part of the Corn Queen’s Court.

SHELDON: Thank you, and I'll bear that in mind if I ever win the Hillbilly Peace Prize.

Leonard thinks Sheldon is being ridiculous, but Sheldon wants to tell them a story. ("Where’s
70 children when you need them?”) Sheldon had to give a speech as valedictorian of his col-
lege...at 14...and his heart started pounding in his chest, his vision became blurry, and...well,
we don’t know what happened next because he just fainted.

The gang comes up with a solution: they’ll be his team...the X-Men to Sheldon’s Professor
Xavier. Penny’s power will be to buy him a nice suit to give him confidence. Leonard’s power will
be to analyze him thanks to his mother’s Psychiatry doctorate and the fact he spend so long in
therapy for being a co-dependent breast feeder. Raj whispers to Howard some "Indian Meditation
crap.” Sheldon assumes they've saved the best for last. Howard?
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HOWARD: My power is my ability to pretend to give a damn about your piddly-assed problems.

PENNY: So, can we be your X-Men?

SHELDON: The name X-Men is for the X in Charles Xavier. Since I am Sheldon Cooper, you'll
be my C-Men.

Raj is up first to have Sheldon goes through some Indian meditation exercises to help him
overcome his fears. ("And yet you can’t talk to women?”) Raj tells him to look for a place that gives
him peace. That place: Sim City’s Sheldonopolis. Where he can get a sweater from Shel-Mart in
Sheldon Square, where he gets a 15% discount, even though he owns it. All is well, until Godzilla
attacks Sheldonopolis and the people have to run! As does Raj.

Penny is up to bat next. Sheldon wonders how a new suit will prevent him from passing out.
Penny says when she feels stressed out, she buys a fun skirt or a cute top to give her a whole
new outlook.

SHELDON: Don’t you eventually realize you're just the same stressed-out person in a fun top
or a cute skirt?

PENNY: That's when I buy shoes.

Several scary attempts at Sheldon choosing something he likes, which includes one that could
double as a chessboard, he finds a suit that wows the ladies in the live audience. ("This suit is
absurd. I look like a clown.”)

Next up is Leonard, who has the notepad out and is asking questions. Sheldon doesn’t like
the "how are you” questions, and dream interpretation got a little weird. ("I was a giant, but
everything around me was to scale.”) Sheldon’s answers to the inkblot tests were a bat, a bat, a
bat, and his father killing his mother with a hypodermic (and they didn’t even need the cards).
Last try: The Adler Inferiority Complex. Leonard thinks Sheldon might subconsciously think he
doesn’t deserve the award. He cites an example from his youth about giving back a ribbon he won
for seeing if lima beans grew better with classical music when his mother pointed out his older
brother did a lima beans growing worse with rock n roll music experiment already. However, she
pointed this out at the awards ceremony in front of everybody.

SHELDON: And how did that make you feel?

LEONARD: Terrible. I worked really hard on that project. I stayed up all night singing the
clown’s aria from Pagliacci to a lima bean sprout.

SHELDON: Go on.

LEONARD: I've never seen my brother’s project. She could have told me beforehand.

SHELDON: So I hear you saying you're angry with your mother.

LEONARD: (crying) Damn right I'm angry with my mother. I was eight years old! She humili-
ated me! That's when the bedwetting started again!

Sheldon is cured. If someone like Leonard can crawl out of bed every morning, he ought to be
able to face a room full of people.

At the banquet, Leonard introduces Sheldon. Leonard first reads a letter that Sheldon’s
mother sent him.

LEONARD: She’s so proud of him! Wonder what that’s like. "Dear Shelly.” Shelly is his pet
name. (pause) You know what my mother’s pet name for me was? Leonard!

Sheldon is getting nervous, but Penny hands him some wine to make him calm. Then, another.
And another. He has time as Leonard works out his issues on the dais. Sheldon is ready...and
feeling no pain.

SHELDON: Thanks, Shorty. I'll take it from here. Why did the chicken cross the Mobius strip?
To get to the same side! Hello? I know you're out there! I can hear you metabolizing oxygen and
expelling carbon dioxide!

In the morning, the hangovers are evident. Sheldon comes out with no pants. But apparently
it's on YouTube under "Physicist Melts Down.” And just when Sheldon thinks it can’t be any
more humiliating...

SHELDON: And now for the astronomer in the audience, get ready to see the dark side of the
moon. Annnddd....HERE’S URANUS!
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The Wheaton Recurrence

Season 3
Episode Number: 59
Season Episode: 19

( \
Originally aired: = Monday April 12, 2010
Writer: Chuck Lorre, Nicole Lorre, Steven Molaro, Jessica Ambrosetti, Bill
Prady, David Goetsch, Jim Reynolds (I), Maria Ferrari
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Guest Stars: Kevin Sussman (Stuart), Wil Wheaton (Himself)
Production Code: 3X5569
Summary: Sheldon gets to square off on the bowling alley against nemesis Wil

Wheaton. Meanwhile, Leonard’s miffed when Penny doesn’t respond
the way he hoped after saying, ”I love you.”

Apparently, Penny has gotten VERY good
at knowing what Leonard likes in bed.
Trying to calm him down post-coital, she
even quotes Yoda. (Seriously! You do NOT
let a woman like that go!) She even knew
the correct movie! How could Leonard
not say "I love you, Penny.”? Unless she
wasn't ready for it and decides to channel
her inner Emily from “Friends” by reply-
ing to Leonard’s Ross, "Thank you.” Now
the moment is awkward for both of them,
and they decide to not talk about it and
get some sleep.

As the non-getting any members of the
group discuss the potential of giant ants
as a cool mode of transportation, possibly cooler than the Batmobile, Leonard is showing that his
is in a bit of a funk, not even caring that giant rabbits would make a good mode of transportation,
even with their scrotums in front of their penises. Still Leonard couldn’t give a rat’s ass, not even
a giant rat’s ass. Sheldon theorizes Leonard’s at a sensitive point in his monthly cycle ("He’s
man-strating?”).

LEONARD: Could we PLEASE talk about something else? Maybe something vaguely related to
life on this planet as we know it?

HOWARD: OK, how about this for a topic? Why is Leonard being a giant douche? Assuming
giant douches are possible.

SHELDON: Of course they are. Leonard being one.

Leonard doesn’t want to talk about it, but of course Howard and Raj do.

HOWARD: Did you pour maple syrup all over your body and ask Penny if she was in the mood
for a short stack?

RAJ: Did you think it would be funny to put on a pair of her panties and jump around but it
only ended up creeping her out? I'm just saying...it happens.

HOWARD: Did you ask her to start waxing?

RAJ: Did YOU start waxing?

HOWARD: While making love, did you accidentally spank your own ass and cry out "Mommy!”?

Fortunately, the discussion changes from sex to bowling. (feel the whiplash) Apparently, the
gang, including Penny because of her lack of femininity, according to Sheldon, will be taking on
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Stuart in bowling tonight and his partner....well, the episode IS named after him. Of course, it’s
Evil Wil Wheaton. He’s ready for Shedon’s taunts, although he wasn’t ready to answer Howard’s
question about Whoopi Goldberg...and if he ever hit that.

As it turns out, Sheldon is a pretty good bowler being the captain of his East Texas Christian
Youth Group Holy Roller team (7-12 divison). Certainly he’s doing better than Leonard or Penny,
who still are having an awkward moment about the ”I love you,” from the prior night. Penny is
upset that Leonard is bringing the topic up at the bowling alley and is pushing her for an answer.
She departs, and the team loses its best player.

Later that night, Sheldon confronts Penny about what happened. (He’s a bit softer with the
three knock-Penny cadence, though.) He gives her ice cream, since he figured that’s what Penny
needed after her fight with Leonard. He had been studying the comic strip "Cathy.” ("If you were
a cat, I would have brought you a lasagna.”) Sheldon cried himself to sleep the previous evening,
both because of being forced to forfeit to Stuart and Evil Wil Wheaton and Leonard singing
himself to sleep to Alanis Morrisette. He begs Penny to join in a rematch against Stuart and Evil
Wil Wheaton. Obviously, this would require Penny to talk to Leonard about their issues, and
Sheldon had no plans to leave her alone until she did.

Down in the laundry room, Penny tries to talk to Leonard. He admits to overreacting. She
confessed saying "I love you” too soon in a relationship and got burned as a result, and he had to
admit having a two-year head start on her in their relationship. He says they’re cool, and Sheldon
is ready to bowl. He was eavesdropping, as there was a lot at stake.

Back at the bowling alley, Sheldon presents everyone with their shirts and new team name:
The Wesley Crushers. BTW, that’s the Wesley Crushers, not the Wesley Crushers...never mind.
And apparently, there is a bet going to humiliate the losers in a manner the winners see fit.
Sheldon has his paper on expounding the disproved Velikovsky hypotheses ready for Stuart to
promote. Of course, Evil Wil Wheaton has a few tricks up his sleeve, such as letting Sheldon bowl
before him and then interrupting him so he gets a gutter ball.

SHELDON: I so loathe you.

EVIL WIL WHEATON: That’s right, Sheldon. Embrace the dark side.

SHELDON: That’s not even from your franchise!

Everybody is playing with various success. Howard would prefer that Sheldon not quote Chevy
Chase while he was bowling. ("Be the ball, Howard.”) But Sheldon is in a groove. ("THANK YOU,
JESUS!...as my mother would say.”) And it would seem Leonard hasn’t let go the "I love you”
awkwardness. Making it worse was Evil Wil Wheaton talk to her about not stringing a guy along
if she didn’t love him. Of course, Sheldon won’t permit Evil Wil Wheaton to get into Penny’s head.
("He’s not above playing the dead meemaw card.”) It's up to Penny to win the game for them.
Leonard is up in her face to get her to concentrate, and she tells him to back off. He apologizes,
clearly wounded, and she feels like hell for doing it.

PENNY: I didn’t mean ’shut up.’

LEONARD: Look, just tell me what to do and then I'll do it.

PENNY: (tearing up) No. That’s not fair to you, Leonard. I'm sorry. (runs out)

SHELDON: No, wait! Penny, come back! I'll buy you ice cream! If she leaves, it’s all over.

LEONARD: (depressed) I think it already is.

SHELDON: (turning to Evil Wil Wheaton) You did this, didn’t you!

EVIL WIL WHEATON: Do you honestly think I'd break up a couple just to win a bowling
match?

SHELDON: (humbled) No, of course not.

EVIL WIL WHEATON: Good. Keep thinking that.

SHELDON: WHEAAAATOOOONNNN!!!

Time to collect the bet. The guys come into the comic book store as Batgirl (Howard), Supergirl
(Leonard), Wonder Woman (Sheldon), and Catwoman (Raj). But Raj DOES feel empowered.
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The Spaghetti Catalyst

Season 3
Episode Number: 60
Season Episode: 20

e ™)
Originally aired: = Monday May 3, 2010
Writer: Chuck Lorre, Bill Prady, Lee Aronsohn (I), Steven Molaro
Director: Anthony Rich
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Guest Stars: Jannette Bloom (Woman)
Production Code: 3X5570
Summary: Subsequent to Leonard and Penny’s break-up, Sheldon tries to hide
from Leonard and the gang that he had a friendly spaghetti dinner at
Penny’s.
\ & J

Sheldon needs to get his mail but doesn’t
want to approach Penny at the mailboxes.
He’ll have to get it telepathically, and
Sheldon immediately corrects her to the
term telekinetically. Sheldon is uncertain
what the protocols for talking with Penny
since she and Leonard are no longer hav-
ing coitus...or not seeing each other, as
the rest of the planet would say. Penny
says they can still be friends, and he can’t
use the word ’coitus.” Or intercourse, or
fornication.

PENNY: So, how have you been?

SHELDON: Well, my existence is a
continuum, so I have been what I am at

each point in the time period.

PENNY: You're just coitusing with me, aren’t you?

SHELDON: Bazinga.

Sheldon tells her that Leonard is fine, apart from looking at pictures of her and smelling the
pillow that has her scent. Obviously, he wasn’t supposed to reveal that.

PENNY: I'll pretend I didn’t hear that.

SHELDON: I wish you’d pretend I didn’t say that.

A jar of spaghetti sauce in Penny’s shopping bag reminds him of the spaghetti his mother
used to make for him, because it was what the Romans made Jesus eat. She offers to cook him
dinner some night, and he decides that tonight would be perfect...if she can include cut-up hot
dogs in the sauce. He volunteers the hot dogs and goes to get them. However, the guys have
already bought him tangerine chicken and insist he be on Team Leonard, not team Penny. But
Leonard doesn’t care. He's over it.

RAJ: That’s why he’s been here all day whining about inventing that memory-wiper gizmo
from Men in Black.

SHELDON: Is he making any progress? Because I'd like to erase Ben Affleck as Daredevil.

HOWARD: So would Ben Affleck.

Howard and Raj insist that Sheldon pick a side, but Sheldon will be on whichever side will
pick last, since he’s always picked last. Since Leonard bought him dinner, he says "Go Team
Leonard!” (whose symbol is an L on the forehead)
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The guys continue to enjoy dinner, since Howard can eat pork without going to Hell. ("Jews
don’t have hell; we have acid reflux.”) Sheldon excuses himself to get a water...and surrepti-
tiously puts the hot dogs down his pants. He sneaks out, not convincingly, and tries to go to
Penny’s...after taking a brisk walk downstairs to cover for Howard walking down with him. And
a dog outside smells the hot dogs, which changes Sheldon’s fake walk into a real sprint.

Leonard watches TV with Raj, who is now happy that Leonard wants to hang out with him
again. Of course, Raj complains about not having sex in a year, since apparently he and Danica
McKellar only cuddled. Hoping to avoid Raj resorting to downloading porn, Leonard is convinced
Raj will meet a beautiful, funny, kind, sexy girl one day who will take his heart and grind it up
into pathetic little pieces.

RAJ: But we’ll have sex first, right?

Penny asks Sheldon at dinner, spaghetti with only one hot dog in the sauce, if Leonard is OK
with him having dinner with Penny. Sheldon assures her he said he was fine with it and did not
say it in a way to make it look like he was covering up. He’s also all cried out now over Penny,
which doesn’t make her feel good. But Sheldon tries to cover by saying he’s enjoying the meal.
Penny goes to get the cheesecake. ("Dear Lord, I'm in Jewish hell.”)

Sheldon rolls back into the apartment and lies through his teeth about taking a walk for
90 minutes, as the solar flares interrupted the satellites controlling the GPS in his phone, thus
getting him lost. He wakes Leonard up in the middle of the night, and proceeds to hem and haw
about what he wants to talk about. The guilt overtakes him.

SHELDON: I've been seeing Penny behind your back.

LEONARD: OK, when you say 'seeing Penny,” what exactly does that mean?

SHELDON: We had dinner last night. She made me spaghetti. With little hot dogs cut up in
the sauce. Well, little hot dog. I gave the other five hot dogs to a real dog. A real big dog. A hell
hound. Tangential to the primary story.

Leonard asked him why did he eat Chinese with them first, and Howard said his allegiance to
be to male comrades before women who sell their bodies for money.

LEONARD: Are you sure he didn’t say ‘bro’s before ho’s?

SHELDON: Well, I changed the phrasing so as not to offend the ho’s.

Leonard assures him he is fine with Sheldon being friends with Penny, and Sheldon realizes
he’s been worried for nothing.

SHELDON: As my meemaw would say, "looks like we butchered a pig, but nobody wanted
bacon.”

Leonard and Penny find each other in the laundry, and it’ll take time for them to get used to
it. But it would seem that Sheldon’s mother wants Penny to help with some of the things Leonard
used to do, like take Sheldon to get sheets and towels, or buy him some new shoes. Leonard isn’t
happy that Penny is taking Sheldon to Disneyland, but Sheldon heard her making plans with
her friends and wasn’t going to say 'no.’ Leonard tells her not too much junk food, and don’t let
him ride Space Mountain after he eats. And keep him away from Goofy, or he’ll get nightmares.
Pluto is OK, though.

Penny and Sheldon make it home from Disneyland, and Leonard is upset that he got dinner
for Sheldon but Penny never called. After making sure that Sheldon thanks Penny for taking her,
Leonard asks her to stay for coffee. It’s just coffee, although Raj and Howard thinks it feels a bit
twisted. Leonard and Penny watching Sheldon sleep is a bit twisted, though. But Leonard and
Penny think they can be friends.

LEONARD: Here’s an idea, I'll just throw it out there: friends who have sex.

PENNY: Good night, Leonard.
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The Plimpton Stimulation

Season 3
Episode Number: 61
Season Episode: 21

( \
Originally aired: = Monday May 10, 2010
Writer: Chuck Lorre, Bill Prady, Lee Aronsohn (I), Steven Molaro, Jim
Reynolds (I), Maria Ferrari
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Guest Stars: Judy Greer (Dr. Elizabeth Plimpton)
Production Code: 3X5571
Sumimary: Sheldon hosts a visiting female physicist, but her intelligence seems
matched by her libido.
| J

Raj tries to eat with the guys in the cafe-
teria, but his sneezing gets him banished
by Sheldon to another table. Sheldon
has to talk to Leonard (Johnny Galecki)
anyway, handing him the official 24-
hour notice (according to the roommate
agreement) that a non-related female will
spend two days at the apartment. A hu-
man female, as no pets are allowed, other
than seeing-eye dogs and cybernetically-
engineered helper monkeys. Dr. Elizabeth
Plimpton, the world-famous cosmologi-
cal physicist from Princeton. Sheldon and
she have been corresponding for years

. : - about gravitational wave signatures of in-
ﬂatrons in the early universe. Leonard is a huge fan of hers and is excited about Dr. Plimpton
being there. She will sleep in Sheldon’s room. Howard has a two part questlon

However, they wouldn’t be sleeplng in the same bed. He goes to prepare, and Leonard and
Howard let Raj back at the table. And he proceeds to sneeze all over their food.

At the apartment, Sheldon questions Penny on his choice of maxi-pads in his bag, whether
the wing design is just a marketing ploy. Naturally, Penny needs it explained, and Sheldon tells
her about everything he bought for his lady friend: scented soaps, pantyhose, Midol, calcium
chewables, and the yogurt that is good for regulating the female bowel.

PENNY: You're having a woman stay with you?

SHELDON: Yes. Why does that seem to flabbergast everybody?

Sheldon requests that Penny not waste her time with a lot of female banter, such as hair
styles, shoe styles, mudpacks, or Brad and Angelina.

Dr. Plimpton shows, and Sheldon insists Leonard play it cool, since years from now, Sheldon’s
biographer might ask him questions about this event. Fortunately, Dr. Plimpton remembered to
write their address on her left hand, because her right hand contained the coordinates of a
new neutron star, and she didn’t want to visit there. Sheldon greets her, and Leonard is rather
nervous to meet Dr. Plimpton, shaking her hand three times and saying "hi-lo.” (A combination
of hi and hello.)

SHELDON: I apologize. He’s only an experimental physicist.

171



The Big Bang Theory Episode Guide

DR. PLIMPTON: Not to worry. Some of my best friends are experimental physicists.

Sheldon shows her to his room and gives her the tour...and rules and regulations. The gloves
are available to wear if she wants to peruse his comic book collection, and the emergency exits
and emergency 8-day ration kit is at the ready. Dr. Plimpton does ask one question: what the
relationship status of Leonard was. Sheldon explains his relationship with Penny, which was
over as inexplicably as it started. She decides to visit Leonard’s room because she can’t sleep.
He’s reading her book and is on Chapter 6.

DR. PLIMPTON: Can I let you in on a little secret? I wrote the section on the Wilson-Bapu
Effect completely naked.

LEONARD: Really? It doesn’t read that way.

DR. PLIMPTON: Here, let me show you. (and drops her robe)

LEONARD: Wow. You really make science come alive.

Everybody wakes up in the morning, and Leonard and Elizabeth had more than a pleasant
night...if the giggling is any indication. She’ll have her coffee first, since hearing Sheldon in the
bathroom put her off doing that. Penny stops by to request a ride to work because the engine
light came on. The one that tells you to fill the car with gas. Leonard will take her, but she is
introduced first to Elizabeth. Elizabeth says she was really enjoying her stay...and fortunately
Sheldon inadvertently stops the moment from being awkward for long, as Leonard’s bathroom
time was coming up, and you really don't want to follow him. Leonard goes to get dressed but
Penny stops him. A little jealousy about Leonard sleeping with Elizabeth seeps out, given that
they just broke up. Sheldon is offended that Penny would suggest Leonard sleep with his "doctor
buddy,”

PENNY: I'm not suggesting it, I'm saying it happened.

LEONARD: It wasn’'t my fault.

SHELDON: What, did you accidentally trip and fall into her lady parts?

Penny is not happy about this turn of events and decides to take the bus, just in case Leonard
slips on a banana peel and gets her pregnant. Sheldon is shocked by the betrayal...of him.

SHELDON: She’s my friend. And you are playing with her!

LEONARD: (to himself) Yeah, I guess I did.

At the cafeteria, Sheldon and Elizabeth stop by the table after Howard and Raj can’t figure out
Leonard’s clues as to what he did the prior night. She wants a coffee, but not black. This time,
she wants it hot, brown, and sweet...while making eyes with Raj. For proof, we go to later on with
Elizabeth and Raj at his apartment. Howard brings over soup thinking Raj is still sick, and Raj
tries to send him away, since he’s loopy on Ny-Quil. However, Elizabeth wants Howard to stay
for some role-playing games. And not the kind that required a 12th-level dungeon master.

ELIZABETH: You two work out the details while I change into something I don’t mind you
ripping off my milky flesh.

RAJ: Will you go! She wants New Delhi, not Kosher Deli! You have a girlfriend!

HOWARD: I broke up with her weeks ago! I was waiting for the right time to tell you. And this
IS the right time!

And Leonard arrives, making it even more fun for Elizabeth. Now it'll be a foursome.

HOWARD: Welcome to the Penthouse Forum.

Realizing they’d all be naked in front of each other, they decline. And then Elizabeth shows up
in panties and a bra. (and looking good, too. Kudos to Ms. Greer.) Raj suggests they go outside
to make a dramatic entrance. Howard and Leonard do...and get locked out.

RAJ: So you say you can’'t pay your rent...

Not only does Leonard lose something special, he has to walk upstairs with Penny. He wants
to explain why he did what he did.

LEONARD: She let me.
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The Staircase Implementation

Season 3
Episode Number: 62
Season Episode: 22
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Originally aired: = Monday May 17, 2010
Writer: Lee Aronsohn (I), Steven Molaro, Steve Holland, Chuck Lorre, David
Goetsch, Maria Ferrari
Director: Mark Cendrowski
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Recurring Role: Carol Ann Susi (Mrs. Wolowitz)

Guest Stars: Ally Maki (Joyce Kim), Steven Yeun (Sebastian), Ajgie Kirkland (Louie),
Ed Lieberman (Announcer)

Production Code: 3X5572

Summary: A squabble over the thermostat setting leads to Leonard going over to
Penny’s and recounting for her the story of how he met and moved in
with Sheldon.

Penny is painting her toenails a lovely
shade of pink to hide the fact she inher-
ited her father’s feet. She has no plans
to find out what the argument is be-
tween Sheldon and Leonard. Unfortu-
nately, they’re so loud she doesn’t have to
leave her apartment to find out. Leonard
asks to sleep on her couch. Leonard asks
her if she thinks Sheldon is bat-crazy
to argue over the thermostat being set
two degrees higher. She says that person
is not as crazy as the one who decided
to move in with Sheldon. Sounds like a
flashback episode, doesn’t it? You would
be correct in that assumption.

SEVEN YEARS EARLIER

Leonard walks into the building, having borrowed Juan Epstein’s hair from Welcome Back,
Kotter, and takes the elevator (yes, it works) looking for Sheldon Cooper’s apartment. He chose
to ignore the warning from Sheldon’s former roommate.

LEONARD: That should have been my first clue.

Penny wondered why that wasn’t enough of a warning, but naive Leonard thought his room-
mate might have been the crazy one instead of Sheldon. Back in the past, Leonard knocked
on the door (Penny’s door), but the large, cross-dressing black person he saw wasn’t Sheldon.
("Nah, you want the crazy guy across the hall.”) Leonard ignored Clue #2 and knocked on Shel-
don’s door. And it’s time for the quiz.

SHELDON: What is the sixth noble gas?

LEONARD: Radon?

SHELDON: Are you asking me or telling me.

LEONARD: Telling you? (pause) Telling you.

SHELDON: Kirk or Picard?

LEONARD: Original Series over Next Generation but Picard over Kirk.

SHELDON: Correct. You've passed the first barrier to roommatehood. You may enter.
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Leonard gets to see the apartment, which was bereft of any furniture, save a TV, two lawn
chairs, and a bunch of whiteboards. Leonard wants to see the bedrooms, but that would be
contingent on making it through the second and third barriers. ("Each more daunting than
the last.”) Leonard sits down, but not in Sheldon’s spot after being rebuked. Sheldon finds out
Leonard is an experimental physicist. Sheldon asks if he can drive him, as he chooses not to drive
(lie). The final question Leonard aced, but it was easy, since the only thing Sheldon wouldn’t want
in a post-apocalyptic world is procreation.

LEONARD: Good! I passed the barriers.

SHELDON: Only the second one. Don’t get cocky.

They're ready for the tour and the first stop is the bathroom.

SHELDON: When do you evacuate your bowels?

LEONARD: Ummm, when I need to?

SHELDON: I'm sorry, but I can’t rent to hippies.

LEONARD: OK, 8:00?

SHELDON: I can’t give you 8. I can give you 7:30.

Leonard agrees, and he gets to see his room. Granted, Leonard would have to paint over the
"DIE SHELDON, DIE!” written in blood on the wall, but it was a minor detail.

Leonard goes over the roommate agreement. He is shocked that he is obligated to watch
Firefly on Friday nights, but Sheldon thinks it’s important since it will be on for years. There is
an apartment flag ("don’t fly it upside-down unless the apartment is in distress”), and if either
invents time travel, the first place they’ll go is five seconds from this meeting time. Leonard
initials it...and they make sure nobody shows up.

In the present, Leonard defends his decision by saying how nice and affordable the apartment
was, and he felt obligated to go through after crashing the first three barriers. And then he
brought a girl over.

Leonard is making out with (possibly) Joyce Kim (big mistake to let her go), and Sheldon
initiates his first ****-block. And we get the origins of the three knock-Leonard cadence. ("I'm just
going to keep knocking until you answer.”) Apparently, the roommate agreement clearly stated
you have to give a coitus warning of 12 hours. ("I didn’t even KNOW HER 12 hours ago!”)

Penny is certainly more sympathetic to Leonard now. (although helping her with her toenails
is winning him points in her book). Penny wants to know why he’d stay when Sheldon chased
Joyce Kim out of the apartment, but Joyce turned out to be a North Korean spy trying to get
some top secret information from Leonard. Keeping Leonard from federal prison was half the
reason he stuck with Sheldon. The other half has to do with the elevator.

Back to the past, Sheldon walks in on Leonard...and Raj (Kunal Nayyar) and Howard(Simon
Helberg). Seven years ago, Howard was sporting an afro and a soul patch, while Raj apparently
didn’t get the memo that Miami Vice was cancelled 10 years earlier. Sheldon is going out of his
mind about the leather couch that was now in the apartment. Sheldon thinks he violated the
agreement, but Leonard is permitted to decorate 50% of the common area as long as he emails
Sheldon. Which he did, and Sheldon checks his Palm Treo for verification. (or whatever they had
in 2003). Damn spam filters. But Sheldon is mollified by the fact that Raj wasted his money on
an iPod when Microsoft has one of their own coming out.

PENNY: But what does this have to do with the elevator?

Perhaps it had something to do with Leonard wanting to watch Babylon 5, which Sheldon
denies, since nobody in this apartment (meaning him) likes Babylon 5. But Leonard says it’s a
tie, and he didn’t agree to the "all ties decided by Sheldon” rule, which Sheldon did agree to, and
all ties...

Leonard decides he can fix it, by having everyone leave. Sheldon tries to go with, but he’s the
guy they're trying to get away from. ("The correct syntax is: the guy from whom you're trying to
get away.”) They go to Howard’s, and Howard’s mother is in good voice tonight. (Didn’t sound like
Carol Susi, though. Hmmm.) Howard has a three-stage rocket he created, and Leonard thought
it was his lucky day because he has rocket fuel back at the apartment. The thing he was going to
show Joyce Kim. They return, and Sheldon tells him the rocket fuel won’t work because Leonard
didn’t adjust the formulas correctly to account for a model rocket instead of the real thing.
Sheldon goes ballistic, and so does the fuel. Leonard tries to take it in the elevator, but Sheldon
does it for him and was quicker about it. Sheldon saved his life and didn’t rat him out to the
police, landlord, or Homeland Security.
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PENNY: So the reason I've been walking up and down the stairs for three years is that you did
something stupid?

Leonard guffaws, not believing Penny didn’t do anything stupid 7 years ago. She was in high
school, keeping her nose clean, doing community work, and celebrating the pregnancy test com-
ing back negative.

Back in the present, Leonard apologizes to Sheldon for setting the thermostat to the wrong
number. He goes to watch Babylon 5. Oops.

SHELDON: Don’'t make me turn that flag upside-down, because I'll do it!
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The Lunar Excitation

Season 3
Episode Number: 63
Season Episode: 23
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Originally aired: =~ Monday May 24, 2010
Writer: Chuck Lorre, Bill Prady, Maria Ferrari, Lee Aronsohn (I), Steven Mo-
laro, Steve Holland
Director: Peter Chakos
Show Stars: Johnny Galecki (Leonard Hofstadter), Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper),

Kaley Cuoco (Penny), Simon Helberg (Howard Wolowitz), Kunal Nayyar
(Rajesh Koothrappali)

Guest Stars: Sara Gilbert (Leslie Winkle), Mayim Bialik (Amy Farrah Fowler), Brian
Smith (XXXVI) (Zack), Lauri Johnson (Mrs. Gunderson)

Production Code: 3X5573

Summary: Howard and Raj try to find the perfect match for Sheldon by setting
him up on an Internet dating site. Seeing her moronic new boyfriend
interact with the gang makes it abundantly clear to Penny that she

can’t go back to dating stereotypical dumb jocks after dating Leonard.
| J

The boys are up on the roof doing a lu-
nar ranging experiment and Raj will hap-
pily give back the telescope after he’s
done watching The Good Wife on some-
one’s TV. (It's his new Grey’s Anatomy.)
Leonard admits he thinks Penny would
like to be up here to see this. Sheldon
didn’t realize Penny had an interest in lu-
nar ranging.

SHELDON: Although the retro-reflector
left by Neil Armstrong on the moon could
qualify as a shiny object.

Of course, she won’t come up because
she and Leonard were in different places
in the relationship. Or as Howard puts it,

she dumped him.

Leonard decides to go tell her they're on the roof bouncing laser beams off the moon and
wondered if she wanted to see it. However, Zack, her date, wonders how you can bounce stuff
on the moon if there’s no gravity but he wants to see it anyway, and everybody awkwardly goes
up to the roof. Zack apparently designs the menus for the Cheesecake Factory. There’s a lot of
science in it, but he’ll figure out that stuff after he determines that the elevator doesn’t work on
any of the floors. Leonard tries to explain what’s going on, as the guys 